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Tur Abr or MOUNT ARARAT.” | 


N the reign of our ſovereign lord Al- 

malek, of which hiſtorians have not 
Ih med the commencement or the period, _ 
YA Amur Aſlan Khan, deſcended from one 

of the moſt illuſtrious families of Per- 
ſia, obtained the government of Ghilan, as the re- 
ward of his approved fidelity and virtue. Under 
the adminiſtration of Amur, the balance of 
juſt ice was ſuſpended with an equal poiſe be · 
twixt poor and rich; the ſcourge was wreſted 
from-the hand of oppreſlion ; honeft induſtry ro- 
geired, and enjoyed in ſecurity, its well earned 
TERED A 3 | reward; 


phan, rejoicing in the diffuſion of his liberality, 
regarded him as a ſecond parent, and implored 
that a tenfold return might be made to him of 
the bleſſings he beſtowed. | 


Yet Amur, endowed as he was by nature with 
a humanity and benevolence of diſpoſition, united 
with an uncorruptible integrity of heart, which 
he had cultivated by diſcipline, and improved b 
habit, was not exempted from the ſtroke of a 
fliction, or the ſhafts of calumny, from the arrow 
that flieth in ſecrer, or from the ſudden blaſt of 
unforeſeen deſtruction, that razes all the ideal 
ſtructures. of happineſs which fancy hath reared, 
from the foundation, 


At the ſame time that Amur Aſlan Khan enjoy- 
ed the government of Ghilan, Aſkeri Khan, whoſe 
character was in every reſpect a contraſt to that 
of Amur, preſided over the neighbouring pro- 
vince of Attirbutzan. The heart of Aſkeri per- 
petually boiled with ſelfiſh and malignant paſſions, 


©. which brooded over it, as the nojfome vapours that 


riſe from the fens of Babylon hover above the 
marſhes from which they are exhaled, The fuperior 
merit and growing reputation of Amur had been 
long objects of jealouſy and envy to Aſkeri, 
whoſe little ſoul ſhrunk from the effulgence f 
the character of his rival, as the night birds, that 


haunt the ruined domes of Perſepolis, ſhrink from 
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the ſplendor of the luminary of day. Aſkeri, na- 
rurally cruel and malicious, was likewiſe dark, 
cunning, and deceitiul; and deſpairing to emu» 
late the character of his rival, as well as unwil- 
ling to attempt it, he baſely reſolved to throw the 
ſtains of ſlander and reproach on a character, 
whoſe luſtre diſcovered to him the foulnefſs and 
deformity of his own, and ſerved at once both to 
confound and upbraid him. „„ 


As the means of accompliſhing the deſigns of 
craft and villany are ſeldom wanting to thoſe who 
have once formed them, an occaſion ſoon preſent- 
ed itſelf, of executing the wicked purpoſes which 
his heart had for ſome time meditated, 


Naſr Ali Beg, nephew to Afkeri, and whoſe 
character was in moſt reſpeQs ſimilar to that of 
his uncle, having, by a fraudulent conveyance, 
obtained a diſpoſition to an eſtate in the province 
of Ghilan, which was acquired by rapine and 
extortion, Amur, before whoſe tribunal the cauſe 


Was pleaded, ſet aſide the claim, both of Naſr and 
the neareſt heir, upon a clear proof of its having 
been unjuſtly acquired, and confiſcated the whole 


for the uſe of the Sophy. Naſr, diſappointed and 
irritated at a ſentence, which, however juſt in 
itſelf, precluded the views of his unfair policy, 
and prevented the gratification of his ſordid ava- 
rice, repreſented the affair to his uncle Aſkeri; 
and both of them, aQuated by fentiments of the 
greater malignity towards Amur, concurred in 
uborning witneſſes to ſwear, that he had given 
in a falſe eſtimate of the eſtate, and had appro-- 
riated the greateſt part of it to his own uſe. 

Having gained over the Viſier, Aman Ola, a man 
of a moſt flagitious character, to their intereft, by 
promiſing to ſhare the ſpoil with him, they forged 

an artful and plauſible tale, which ſome of their 

| own creatures, allured by largeſſes, engaged to 
1 © fupport, and preſented it to the Sophy, in the 
WEE. 44 from 
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form of an accuſation or complaint againſt the 
governor; in conſequence of which a royal man- 
date was immediately iſſued for u 
Amur, and for bringing him before the tribuna 
of the Sophy of Perſia, to anſwer to the accuſa- 
tion brought a gainſt him by Naſr Ali Beg, of his 
having defrauded him of an eſtate, which had 
been bequeathed to him by à relation, and of his 
having ſecured the greateſt part of it-to himſelf, 
while he pretended to ſequeſtrate it, upon the 
plea of its being unjuſtly acquired, for the bene- 
nt of the Sophy. | | EE 


 Gurgi Khan, a friend of Amur, who reſided at 
Topakan, having got intelligence of what was 
tranſacting to his prejudice, immediately ſent off 
an expreſs with a letter, to inform him of his dan- 
er; who, travelling day and night, arrived at 
hilan two days before the guard was ſent on pur- 
poſe to apprehend Amur. hen the courier arri- 
ved, the governor was in company with Almerine | 

his wife, and Mouli a Turkiſh Merchant, who had 

come to Ghilan with ſeveral bales of goods he 

brought for ſale, and with whom he had contract- 

ed an intimate friendſhip. Amur, . whoſe mind 

was firm as the promontory that repels the waves 

in the, gulf of Orius, was aftoniſhed, but not 

terrified, at the intimation he had received ; and, 

conſcious of his innocence, determined at firſt, 

at all hazards, to vindicate his condut. When 

_ Almerine and Mouli, however, were informed of 

> * the contents of the letter, alarmed with apprehen- 

ſions for the fate of Amur, they joined in earneſt 

intreaties that he would provide for his ſafety by 

flight, in which they propoſed to accompany him, 

carrying along with them his only ſon, Riza Couli, 

a boy about ten years of age, and of a very pro- 

miſing genius, and two or three ſervants, with as 
many camels, loaded with their molt valuable ef? 
| fects. Mouli propoſed that they ſhould. all toge: 
| ther direct their courſe towards Aleppo, where he 
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reſided, and where he aſſured them of a ſafe re- 
treat, and of a hoſpitable reception. Amur, re- 
garding his flight. as in ſome meaſure inconſiſtent 
with the heroiſm and intrepidity of his character, 
and thinking it might be conſtructed into a tacit. 
acquieſcence in the charge brought againſt him by 
his enemies, appeared extremely reluctant to com- 
ply with the ſolicitatiens of Almerine and Mouli ; 
but an old domeſtic, who was named Manſur, and 
who had been long in his ſervice, though he was 
then in the family of Aſkeri, having wrote him a 
letter, which came te his hand at that inſtant, in- 
forming him of all particulars of the plot that had 
been contrived againſt him, he complied at laſt with 
the importunity of his friends, and inſtantly pre- 
| pared for ſetting out with all poſſible expedition. 


Amur having left a paper for the peruſal of the 
Sophy, containing a vindication of his conduct, 
and an account, . the reaſons of his flight, began 
his journey, with his friend and little fannly;/ in 
about two hours after, for the city of Aleppo. 
As they ſet out in the night, and travelled for 
ſome time with the utmoſt diſpatch, they arrived 
by day-light at a ſmall cottage on the extremity 
of the province of Attirbutzan, where they got 
a little refreſhment, and taking their rout through 
Shirwart, they proceeded on their journey, by the 
moſt unfrequented. roads, towards mount Ararat 
intending to paſs over that mountain, and thence 
through Armenia to Aleppo. After travelling ſix days 
with all the poſſible expedition they were capable 
of, they arrived at the foot of that part of the mount 
which is covered with wood; and as they were 
properly armed for defending themſelves againſt 
the wild beaſts, in caſe they ſhould be attacked, 
and jmagined that by travelling through the wood, 
they would be in leſs hazard of being diſcovered, 
_they entered 1t without further Gelibers tes, and 
following a winding path which pointed (ut their 
churſe, they came to a ſmall opening, where the 
5 Ys A 5 | paſturage 


N g 3 
\ I . 1 
——— ——- — * 
8 5 2 n * oo, Ion = — 
2 | — — gay — — . AF of 
* *, ' 
' p 1 
N a , % of 
- 
£ * 
* 
; 
* * 
* 


10 n 


paſturage being good for their camels, they reſol - 
ved to repoſe and refreſh themſelves a little, af- 


ter the fatigue they had undergone. 


During this interval, a fatal accident hap» _ 
pened, which plunged them all in the deepeſt diſ- 
treſs, and almoſt overwhelmed even the ſoul of 
Amur with a weight of miſery, which the utmoſt 
exertion of his reaſon and fortitude could ſcarce 
enable him to ſuſtain. Riza Couli, his ſon, hav- 
ing wandered a little into the wood from the reſt 
of the company, for h's amuſement, and happen- 
ing to penetrate into the thickeſt part of the foreſt, 
where he loſt his way, was obſerved by a wild 
boar, who ruſhing upon him furiouſly, tore the 
unhappy child to pieces on the ſpot. His ſcreams 
however were heard by the reſt, and his father 
and Mouli ſtarting up in a wild tranſport of a- 
mazement and horror, flew in an inftant to the 
place from which the ſcreams ſeemed to proceed ; 
but before they arrived, the ſavage monſter had 
deſtroyed the child, whom, ſcared from his prey 
by the ſudden appearance of Amur and Mouli, 
he left miſerably mangled, and on the point of 
expiring, Amur ſeeing the body of his dear 
Riza Couli thus cruelly torn, and all bathed in 
blood, was transfixed with horror and agony at 


the ſpeQtacle, and falling proſtrate on the earth, 


he groaned with inexpreſſible anguiſh, beating 
his breaſt, and looking towards heaven, as if he 
accuſed Providence on account of the ſeverity of 
its diſpenſations. Almerine having by this time 
come up, and having had a glimpſe of the bloody 
corps of her ſon, uttered a wild and doleful 
thriek, and fainted away in the arms of the fer- 
vants who attended her. When ſhe had recover- 
ed from the ſwoon into which ſhe had fallen, ſhe 
pierced, the air with her cries, and embracing 
the mangled body of her child, intreated him to 


anſwer her, as if he had heard her call. Mouli, «4 


deeply affcQed with the pathetic ſeene which 
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wa exhibited before him, expreſſed the ſtrongeſt 
ſympathy with this much afflicted pair, and did. 
all in his power to ſooth and comfort them under 
their diſtreſs. As he perceived, however, that 
all his endeavours would be ineffeQual, while the 
object that excited and renewed their grief was 
before their eyes, he reſolved to prepare for the 
interment of the unfortunate Riza Couli; and 
having, with the aſſittance of the ſervants, dug a 
grave on the ſpot, they went in order to take up 
the corpſe, and inter it in the grave which they 
had digged. Almerine knowing their intention, 
clung to the body of her dear child, as if ſhe was 
reſolved not to be ſeparated from him; but 
Amur, whoſe feelings were as ftrong as thoſe of 
Almerine, though they were more under the con- 
troul of reaſon, ſeconding the endeavours of 
tyioult, they at laſt, partly by intreaties and ex- 
poſtulations, and partly by force, loofed 'him 
trom her embraces ; and Amur, with a heart over- 
whelmed with ſorrow, paid the laſt debt to the 
unhappy Riza, by conſigning him to the duſt, Af- 
ter performing this melancholy office, Mouli pro- 
poſed that they ſhould immediately leave a place 
that ſuggeſted ſo many mournful ideas, which 
Amur readily agreed to, and having ordered the 
ſeryants to get the camels in readineſs, they drag- 
ged Almerine with difficulty from the ſpot where 
her Riza Couli was buried, and proceeded on their 
journev with burſting hearts. | 


After travelling ſeveral miles in the path in 
which they had ſet out, they came to a delight- 
ful lawn in the middle of the wood, through 
which there glided a tranſparent ſtream, that, 
took its riſe froma neighbouring mountain, and ruſh- 
ing through ſeveral rocks, that were half diſco- 
_- yered through the trees at a little diſtance, and 
ſeemed as it were jagged and ſcooped out by 
tbe fall of the water, formed a variety of na- 


_ tural caſcades, which, by their murmuring and 


dathing 
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daſhing againſt the rocks, pleaſed the ear, and 
invited to repoſe. In the upper end of the mea- 
dow; on a {nall eminence, they eſpied a grot- 
to, which nature herſelf ſeemed to have dug out 
of the rock that overſhadowed it, but which the 
hand of art appeared to have improved, and to 
have rendered more commodious and agreeable, 
On each ſide of the grotto there grew a large 
ſpreading tree, whether planted by the hand of 
art or nature is uncertain, which rendered the ap- 
pearance of the place altogether more | pleaſing 
and pictureſque; and while they contributed to 
its coolneſs, during the ſcorching heats of ſum- 
mer, they likewiſe ſerved to ſcreen it from the 
piercing blaſts of winter. While Amur was 
looking around him on a ſcene that, in ſpite of 
diſmal ideas which poſſeſſed his mind, in ſome 
degree attracted his attention, he obſerved a per- 
ſon ee the decline of life, of a venerable 
but melancholy aſpect, approaching towards him, 
His hair Was filvered, partly by the hand of time, 
and partly by the pangs of forrow he had often 
felt; gentle benignity and tender pity beaming in 
his eye, and regarding each of them alternately, 
with a look of complacency that beſpoke the hu- 
manity of his ſoul, and which inſpired confidence, 
at the ſame time that it excited ſentiments of gra- 
titude and affection in the minds of his guetts ; 
_«< Welcome, my children, ſaid he, to this 
humble but hoſpitable roof. Here opulence 
** diſplays not her coſtly furniture; nor does the 


© hand of luxury ſpread forth her dainties, in or- 
der to pamper the ſated appetite ; but; ſim- 


e plicity prepares the moderate repaſt, and exer- 


«© ere and health, peace and innocence, render 


it taſteful. Enter therefore this lowly dwelling 
* and x2poſe yourſelves on yonder moſſy. couch,” 


pointing to a feat in the back of the grotto, © 
** while I ſet before you: ſuch entertainment as 


* this cot aifords,” He then brought them ſon. ? 
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excellent milk and cheeſe, together with dates 
and piſtacio nuts, of which they made a tempe- 
rate meal, thanking their benevolent hoſt for his 
kindneſs and hoſpitality. After the calls of hun- 
ger were ſatisfied, the ſtranger Who had welcom- 
ed them to the delightful ſolitude, actuated by 
that ſympathy of foul which uſually diſtinguiſn- 
es thoſe to whom ſuffering had been familiar, 
expreſſed by his looks an earneſt defire to be ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of his unknown gueſts ; 
and regarding each of them attentively, one af- 
ter another, his eye reſted upon Amur, on whom 
he gazed with a ſtedfaſt look of mournful ſympa- 
thy, as if he read his misfortunes in his counte- 
nance. The ſympathetic ſoul of Amur was af- 
ſeed in the ſame manner; his. feelings entirely 
correſponded to thoſe of this unknown perſon ; 
he gazed on him with equal ſteadineſs, and, ſwal- 
lowed up as his mind was in the contemplation of 
his own misfortunes, the expreſſion of his coun- 
tenance indicated a ſtrong deſire to be informed 
of the accidents in the life of a man whoſe ap- 
pearance had ſo nuch arreſted his attention. 
They continued for fome time looking at each other 
with expreſſive ſilence, till at laſt the ſtranger, 
addreſſing himſelf to Amur, © Son of affliction,“ 
ſaid he, „ perceive, from thy dejected air, and 
« the traits of melancholy which grief hath im- 
„printed on the countenance of thee and thy 
« companions, that the angel of adverſity has laid 
„his chaſtening hand upon yon, and that you 
have been made to drink of the bitter cup of 
“ calamity, Let thy benignity and candour ex- 
% cuſe a wiſh, which not an impertinent curioſity, 
but the deep-felt intefeſt I take in your misfor- 
„tunes, hath excited, to know your hiftory, 
* and in particular the Tauſe of 1 which 
weighs down thy ſoul. I myſelf have been 
inured to misfortune, and from my own experi- 


_ > *-ence have learnt to feel the migfortunes of 
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* others; and though it may not be in the power 
©« of a fellow mortal to relieve thee from the 
* preſſure of affliction, yet that Being, who ſends 
* afflitions upon the children of men for the 
* wiſeſt purpoſes, may enable me to pour the 
„ balm of ſympathy and conſolation into thy 
* wounded heart ; for ſympathy is grateful to the 


* ſoul of the ſufferer, as the ſound” of a murmur- 


ing ſtream is grateful to the ear of the parched 


traveller climbing the fummit of mount Tau- 
* rus.”—* May Allah,” replied Amur, © ſecond 
* the kind and benevolent wiſhes which I know 
% have ariſen in thy. ſympathetic heart towards 
*< thoſe to whom thou canſt only be attached by 
de the tie of mutual calamity! And may he re- 
* ſtore both to us and you that ſerenity and com- 
fort which he alone is able to beftow! The 
* cup of affliction, as thou ſuppoſeſt, has indeed 
** been poured out to us; and i gueſs, from thy 
looks, that thou haſt likewiſe drunk largely of 
„the bitter draught. In the mean time,” added 
Amur, I will readily- comply with the wiſh thou 
© haſt expreſſed, which I know proceeds from the 
tender intereft thou takeſt in our ſufferings, in 
hopes that thou wilt likewiſe, in thy turn, gra- 
«<.-rify the deſire that I feel ro be made acquainted 


with the hiſtory of thy misfortunes, a deſire 


„ which is dictated by a ſimiliar ſenſation.” 


Amur then having informed him, that the lady 
whom he ſaw with him wes his wife, and that 
Mouli, whom he pointed to, was his friend, gave 
him an account of bis name, family, and place of a- 
bode ; acquainted him of the office he had enjoyed 
of governor of Ghilan ; of the plots of his enemies 
to effeQtuate his ruin; of the ſucceſs of their 
ſchemes ; and of the reſolution he had taken to 
abandon hs native country, and retire to Aleppo, 
with his little family, under the conduct of his 
friend Mouli, who had N their flight, and 


invited 


{4h 


R Is * 8 | 15 


invited him and his family to paſs their life with 
him; concluding with an account of the fatal ac- 
cident which had befallen his fon Riza Couli, his 
laſt and only hope. | 


After he had ended his relation, the ſtranger 
looking on Amur and Almerine with fixed and 
e attention, ** Your ſufferings,” ſaid he, 
my friends, have indeed been great, but mine 
«© have been ſtill more ſevere, and the rod of af- 
„ fliction hath been laid upon me with a heavy 
«© hand,” Amur then, in the name of himſeif and 
his friends, reſpectfully aſked the courteous ſtranger 
| whoſe appearance had ſo much intereſted them in 
his fate, to favour them with the hiſtory of his life 
and misfortunes. * I will readily comply with 
your defire,” replied he; but if it be agreeable 
„ to you, added he, © we will repair to yonder 
« grove, which, as it is the ſcene of the moſt 
* melancholy and affecting incidents of my life, 
may poſſibly aid my relation, by recalling thoſe 
incidents more vividly to my remembrance, 
and may enable me more ſtrongly and feeling- 
ly to diſcribe the calamities of my life which 
have made an impreſſion upon my heart that 
can never be obliterated,” They immediately 
walked to the grove to which he pointed, and 
having ſeated themſelves, the ftranger fixing his 
eye upon a ſpot in the center of it, covered with 
green turf, heaved a deep-felt figh; then looking 
inournfully on the perſons who were eagerly ex- 
pecting his relation, he began the hiſtory of his 
life in the following manner. N 


« The wretch whom you ſee before you is 
„ Rhedi, the ſon of Abuſaid, one of the chief 
„ beglerbegs “ of the province of Car imania. 
% My father, who was poſſeſſed of an ample 
The name by which the Perſians diſtinguiſh their nobi- 

lity. 3 | | 

| « fortune 
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fortune by inheritance, and had greatly aug- 
mented that fortune by a frugal but decent 
economy, reſolved to ſpare no expence in my 
education; and after having provided me with 
the ableſt maſters in the kingdom, for inſtruct- 
ing me in the learning of the Eaſt, in which I 
had made conſiderable progreſs, he determined, 
in order that I might acquire the moſt valuable 
arts and ſciences of other nations, to ſend me 
into Europe, under the tuition of Abulfeda, an 
intimate e of my father, and a man of great 
learning and abilities, which, added to his ex- 
tenſive knowledge of the world, derived from 
his long reſidence in foreign courts, rendered 
him one of the moſt accompliſhed men in the 
empire. At the ſame time that my father neg- 
lected no means of improving my mind in uſe- 
ful knowledge, he was deſirous of attaching 
my affections to a young lady, whoſe name was 
** Abbaſſah, of conſiderable beauty and merit, of 
an opulent fortune, and daughter to Savi Muſ- 
tapha, one of the nobles of the province. He 
was the more ſolicitous to accompliſh this, 
* as | was his only child, my mother having 
died while I was very young; and as my fa- 
ther was ſtill a widower, and ſeemed deter- 
mined to continue ſuch, he wiſhed, on theſe 
accounts, to ſee me engaged in an agreeable 
connection by marriage, that might give him 
the hopes of the propagation of his name and 
family, But though I was now in the twenti- 
eth year of my age, the glance of beauty had 
not yet ſeduced my affections, nor had love 
* kindled up his flame in my heart; whether it 
* was, that an uninterrupted. application to my 
ſtudies, accompanied with a certain penſive turn 
« of mind, which is often unfavourable to the do- 
„ minion of the ſofter paſſions, had as yet preſery-. 
„ ed my heart eaſy and tranquil ; or whether it 
i was, that the Perſian ladies poſſeſſed not charmg  *-- | 
| | « ſtriking 
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ſtriking and expreſſive enough to arreſt my af- 
fections, I was never captivated by any of them 
to fuch a degree as to endanger my happi- 
neſs or peace. When my. father obſerved that 


I was in a great meaſure indifferent to the at - 


trations and blandiſhments of the fair ſex, he 
deſiſted from puſhing his project any farther at 
preſent, than by giving infinuations of what he 
wiſhed might be brought about ; adding, that 
though he was eehte deſirous of my being 
married to Abbaſſah, yet he would not, in a 
matter in which the whole comfort of my fu- 
ture life was concerned, abuſe his parental au- 
thority ſo far, as to impoſe a conſtraint upow 
my inclinations, but would allow me to follow 
the natural bent and operation of my own paſ- 
ons, in their future deyelopement, under the 
controul of reaſon and reflection, as their ſureſt 
guides, to whoſe dictates, he ſaid, from the ex- 

erience he had already had of my conduct, 
be was confident, that both in ſelecting and de- 
termining the objects of my choice, I would 
always Thew a proper regard, This declara- 
tion of my father Ted the ſtrongeſt ſen- 
timents of filial reſpe&, gratitude, and affecti- 
on in my mind. I told him, that I was deep- 
ly penetrated with a ſenſe of his goodneſs and 


condeſcenſion; that whenever I ſhould think of 


the connexion he had recommended, I wouid 
endeavour. to make ſuch a choice as to juſtify 
the confidence he had repoſed in me, but that 
at prefent I could not help being of opinion, 
that till my education was completed, and [ 
had returned from my travels, it would be in 
every reſpe& moſt eligible that my heart con- 
tinued free, ſince attachments of the kind he 
was defirous of my contracting could not fail to 
obſtrut my progreſs in the ſtudies in which 1 


was engaged. My father, ſatisfied with theſe 


“ reaſons, contente& himſelf with giving me a 


„ caution, 
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caution, to beware of fixing my affections raſh- 
ly, as he was perſuaded that at my return, both 
my judgment and inclination would induce me 
to co-operate with his views; and gave unme- 
diate orders for every thing to be got ready 
for my departure. Though I burned with an 
eager curioſity to ſee foreign countries, of ſome 
of which my imagination had led me to form 
the moſt tranſporting ideas, yet I could not 
leave the place. of my nativity, and the ſcenes 
of my youthful amuſements and occupations 
without regret, and without feeling a melan- 
choly preſage upon my mind, a preſage that has 
been too ſurely accompliſhed in the event, that 
of thoſe tranſporting pleaſures that are peculiar 
to youth and innocence, and of that gaiety and 
giddineſs of heart which are their uſual conco- 
mitants, and which had hitherto always at- 
tended me, I ſhould never again participate in 
the ſame degree; and that the current of my 
life, which had as yet flown in a tenour equally 
peaceful and pleaſant, would be far more tu- 
multuous and turbid in its future courſe.» Ac- 


tuated by theſe various and mixed emotions, 


which influenced my mind by turns, I ſet out 
on my travels, with my friend and tutor Abul- 
feda, and was accompanied by my father as far 
as Gombroon in the Perſian gulph, where | was 
to embark for Conſtantinople, the capital of the 
Ottoman dominions, in caſe we could find a ſhip 
for that port; if not, we propoſed to ſail in the. 
firſt ſhip bound for Leghorn, Venice, or any 
other port in the Mediterranean. We had 
waited only a few days, when 'we found a 
Turkiſh veſſe] ready to fail for Vepice, with the 
firt fair wind; and having agreed with the 
captain, whoſe' name was Abdallah, and a 


*. favourable gale ſpringing up, my father took 


an affeCling farewell of us both, After recam- 
ending us t6 the protection of Allah, he 
5 . „ addrefſed 
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addreſſed himſelf to Abulfeda, with a ſofewn. 


tenderneſs and affectionate fervor, which melt- 
ed and overpowered my heart, and which I, 
ſhall never forget. My ever worthy friend,“ 
ſaid the tender hearted, pious, and venerable 
arent, to thy care I commit the dear and on- 
y pledge of my Kadijah's love! Let the eye 
of thy diſcernment mark out his path, and the 
hand of thy experience conduct his Reps let 
the light of thy knowledge and the treaſures of 
thy wiſdom be poured upon his mind ; and 
while thou art ſolicitous to cultivate his under- 


ſtanding by travel, converſation, and ſtudy, re- 


member that on thy aſſiduous endeavours I de- 
pend for the formation of his morals, and for 
the government of his heart; let thine inſtrue- 
tion and example teach him the duties of piety 
and berievolence, and let the leſſons of the 


prophet be inſtilled into his foul by thy fre- 


quent admonitions, that his virtues may bloſſom 
as the groves of citron in the gardens of Damaſ- 


cus. Farewell, my ſon, and my friend! the 


only joy I ſhall taſte of till you return, will be 
in anticipating the proſpect of it, and in 
counting the moments which bring .it nearer. 
May Allah preſerve you both from pany dan- 
ger, and ſpeedily reſtore you to my longing 
arms, enriched with the treaſures of knowledge 
and virtue acquired by your travels into foreign 
countries!” At theſe words my father, throw- 

ing his arms around my neck, we both burſt 
out into a flood of tears, which for ſome time 
deprived us of the power of ſpeech, and conti- 
nued locked in each other's arms, as if we 
had each of us believed it would be the laſt 
embrace; till Abulfeda, thinking it neceſſary 
to ſeperate us. in order to prevent the further 


Indulgence of theſe emotions, the violence f 
which might have been prejudicial to us both, 
tore me from his boſom, and hurrying me into 
N | e 


= 5 . * 
_ 4 
; f 
: - 
: 5 
bl 4 
N 5 
. : 
Þ N 5 
| ö 
, 4 
14 8 
3 
1 
. j 
| | 
14 
? 
: 


cc 
66 
cc 


- 


20 „ KM FE BE L 


66 


the ſhip, ordered the mariners inſtantly to 


hoiſt the ſails, which were done with ſuch diſ- 
patch, that the veſſel flying before the wind, 
we were in a few minutes out of each other's 
ſight ; and in a ſhort time after, nothing was 
to be feen above or around us but the vaſt 
ocean and the boundleſs hemiſphere. For ſome 
time, both my ſleep and appetite forſook me; 
but the powers of nature, which were exhauſt- 
ed, requiring a recruit, they both returned, and 
I recovered my former ſerenity and cheerfulneſs, 


in proportion as we drew nearer to Europe. Af- 


ter a voyage of four months, we at laſt arrived 


in ſafety at Venice. I was aſtoniſhed and de- 


lighted with the firſt appearance of this noble 
city. The number of the canals and bridges, 
the magnificence of the buildings, and the prodi- 
gious flow of commerce, which ſeemed to pour 
its treaſures perpetually into its boſom, gave 
me an high idea of European opulence and 
grandeur, while its ſituation, riſing as it were 
out of the ocean, ſeemed to aſcertain its domi- 
nion over the watery element, 


Alfter ſpending three weeks at Venice, we vi- 


ſited Florence, Rome, Genoa, and the other 
principal cities of Italy, and embarking at Leg- 
horn, ſailed for Gibraltar, where having ſtaid a 
few days, we travelled through Spain, France, 
Germany, Poland, and Tranſylvania ; and after 


a courſe of about three thouſand miles, we ar- 


rived at Conſtantinople, eighteen months after 
our ſetting out from Gibraltar, The variety of 
places I had ſeen, the quick ſucceſſion of ſcenes 
[ had paſſed through, and the peculiar cuſtoms, 


manners, and diſpoſitions of the different nati- 


ons I had viſited, contributed ſo much to the 


amuſement of my imagination, the improve- 


ment of my underſtanding, and the increaſe of 
my knowledge of human nature, that I had al- 
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moſt forgot my native country, and felt very 
little deſire to haſten my return to it. That 
anxiety and timid czution which are natural to 
a youthful traveller, on his firſt launching out 
into the world, together with a certain painful 
ſenſation, reſulting from the . conſciouſneſs 
of the diſtance he 1s at from the place. of his 
abode, his family and friends, were; now no 
longer felt: I confidered the world .in. general 
as the great theatre on which I was to act: 
particular countries I preferred only ſo far as 


they contributed to my pleaſure and improve- 


ment; and in proportion as my ideas of the 
varieties in the face of nature and in human 
characters were enlarged, my attachment to 
any particular ſpot was N diminiſhed, 
While J was thus travelling from place to place, 
with all the ardour of eager curioſity and of 
ſanguine hope, deriving new enjoyment from 
every ſucceſſion of new objects that preſented 
themſelves to my mind, a melancholy. accident 
which fell out in this flow. of. my felicity, at 
once damped the vigour of, MN purſuits, and 
for ſome time put a ſtop to. my1career in the 
buſtle of life. This was the. death of my wor- 
thy friend and tutor Abulfeda, who by: his in- 
ſtructive converſation and amiable manners had 
conciliated my eſteem and affection to ſuch a 
degree, that I regarded him as a ſecond parent. 
His death therefore was a ſevere blow, which 
my utmoft fortitude could ſcarce enable me to 


ſuſtain, I ſhut myſelf up in my chamber for 


ſeveral weeks, and indulged my grief, in la- 

menting the loſs of my dear deceaſed. friend, 

till finding my health impaired 0 my confine- 
o * | 


ment, I determined, for its re-eſtabliſhment, to 


travel to Perfia over land, raking the rout 


through Armenia and Georgia, which laſt place 
I was particularly deſirous of ſeeing upon ac- 


count of the ſtrenuous efforts its princes had 


„ made 
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„ made, in the defence of their liberties, againſt 
< the tyranny both of the Perſian and the Ot- 
„ toman court. Having by a letter informed my 
father of the melancholy death of Abulfeda, 
* and got every thing ready for my departure, 
#4 „ T ſet out on my journey, but felt myſelf in a 
| « yery different ſituation from what I had been 
« in a few days before. Deprived of my dear 
4 Abulfeda, who had been my companion throu 
=. «© ſo many remote countries, and whoſe judicious 
= 6 obſervations rendered my travels both inſtruc- 
1 tive and entertaining, I began now to ſigh for 
' the place of my nativity, and earneſtly wiſhed 
% to embrace my father, and to pour my ſoul in- 
6 to his affectionate boſom, But an event, the 
« fruitful ſource both of the moſt exquiſite happi- 
„ neſs and mifery I had ever felt, ſoon after 
happened, which produced a total alteration in 
the itate of mind, and in my future proſpeQts. 


© Having travelled. through Armenia without 
* any remarkable occurrence, and felt my health 
« greatly improved, as well as my ſpirits reſtored, 
| « by moderat&'txerciſe, ſerene weather, and the 
1 28 “ agreeable*ſcenes of rural life which were fre- 
35 „ quently' exhibired to my view, 1 arrived at 
- _ « Tefflis, the capital of Georgia, intending, after 
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« making a ſhort ſtay in that city, to take the 

“% neareſt rout' to Kerman in Carimania, the 

E 3 of my nativity. During my abode in 
efflis, I ſpent my time principally in ſtudying 

« the genius and manners of the Georgians, and 

* was ſtruck with admiration and ſurpriſe at 

that heroic ardour with which they ſeemed 

to be actuated, and which, inflamed as it was 

„% by a paſſion for liberty and independence, 

rendered them, notwithſtanding the {mall ex- _ 

< tent of territory they poſſeſſed, objects of jea= KM 

** louſy and dread to the Ottoman empi re. 3 "x84 
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had already tranſgreſſed the utmoſt limits of the 


time I had preſcribed for my ſtay, I gave orders 


to have every thing in readineſs for my depar- 
ture againſt next morning, reſolving to proceed 
on my journey with all conyenient expedition. 


The day before I ſet out ] ſpent in bidding fare- 


well to ſeveral perſons of diſtinguiſhed merit, 


with whom I had contracted an acquamtance 
during the ſhort time I continued at Tefflis. Re- 
turning from a viſit of this kind in the forenoon, 
I walked on inſenſibly, till I came to the open- 
ing of a narrow ſequeſtred avenue, at ſome diſ- 


"tance from the high road, and obferving that 


the avenue to which J had come, though ſeldom 
frequented by travellers, promiſed to conduct 
me by a nearer and more agreeable paſſage to 
my own lodgings, at the ſame time that the o- 
verſhadowing trees would afford me ſhelter 
from the heat of the ſun, which blazed forth 
with meridian fervor ; I entered it without any 


| farther reflection, the gate having been left o- 


pen by the pi, r of the. porter; and per- 
ceiving that it led along the outſide wall of a 
e I followed its direction without impe- 

iment, till my attention was all at once ar- 
reſted by the ſound of ſome female voices which 
I heard in an adjoining grove. Having come 
to ar higher part of the avenue, which roſe 
almoſt to a level with the wall, prompted by 


e Eurioſity, I looked through a hedge which grew 


upon the top of it, and perceived three ladies 
ſitting in a reclining poſture in the grove, to 
which they had retired, after bathing in a pond 
which was near it. Two of the ladies having 
taken off their veils, appeared to be very beau- 
tiful, though I did not feel my heart affected 


by their charms ; the other had not yet diſco- 


vered her face, but riſing from the bank on 


which ſhe had been fitting in the grove, ſhe 


walked along the terras, cloſe by the hedge 


6e through 
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* through which I had been looking at her, and 
* exhibited to my view the moſt graceful ſhape 
and deportment I had ever beheld. Struck 
«© with the gracefulneſs of her mein and perſon, 


I followed her ſteps. along the outſide wall of 


« the garden, in expectation of obtaining,” by 
% fome lucky accident, a view of her face, 
At laſt, feeling herſelf a little to warm with the 
„ heat of the fun, the took off her umbrella, 
«and diſplay'd to my admiring view a ſplendor 
« of beauty that might have vied with that of 
the daughters of paradiſe. I continued for ſome 
time wrapt in aſtoniſhment;, I gazed on her 
© charms with rapture and delight ; I effayed to 
*« ſpeak, but ſurprize, confuſion, fear, and reſpe&, 
« all joined together, reſtrained my faultering 
«© tongue. I perceived that love had in one mo- 
« ment taken poſſeſſion of my heart, and that my 
« attachment to this unknown fair one had all the 


* ardour and ſtrength of a deep-rooted paſſion. 


«© FT continued walking on the outſide: of the gar- 
% den, keeping ftill in my eye the lady whoſe 
« beauty had ſo. raviſned my ſenſes, till I ob- 
«ſerved her enter another arbour, at the end of 
« the walk, when, taking a book out of her 
„ pocket, ſhe ſat down within the arbour, and 
«''began to read, without ſeeming. to have any 
% ſuſpicion of being ſeen by any one. I kept 
« my yo for ſome time immoveably fixed on 
« this divine creature, but knew not how to find 


« an opportunity of recommending myſelf to her 


« favour, and of declaring wy paſſion; till hap- 
« pening to caſt my eye upon a back door, which 
« ſeemed to be half open, I determined, after 


- «©: much heſitation, and after a ſevere. ſtruggle 


«- betwixt the fear of offending, and the hope of 
«© exciting ſome degree of tenderneſs and love in 


the heart of one in whom all my happineſs was 
«placed, to enter the garden. As I approached” 
½ the bower in which this enchanting creature 


195 | reclined 


1 
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4 reclined, my knees tottered under me, ſcarce 
„ able to ſuſtain their wight, a ſudden tremor 
« ſeized my neryes, and the _ confuſion which 
«© overſpread my mind for ſome time ſealed 
my tongue. Having come to the entrance of 
% the arbour, I proſtrated myſelt before her, ad- 
* drefling'her with a faulrering accent: Pardon 


„ madam, ſaid I, the preſumption of an unfortu- 


„ nate youth, who has wandered over a great 
< part of the world, but has never till this mo- 
< ment, felt the power of female charms ; though 
ee his heart is now ſo deeply ſinitten by the luſtre 
« of your beauty, that he can ſooner” ceaſe 
„% to live than to love you. Let your benignity 
« and pity incline you to forgive an ofience 
e which the violence of his paſſion forced him 
« to commit, and deign to accept of an heart 
<< the moſt -conſtant that ever animated a human 
„ breaſt, which is wholly and only yours.” 


* Selima, for that was the name of the lady, 
ws eyed me with 4 mixture of ſurprize, emotion, 
„and reſentment, tempered (as | thought) with 
„ ſome degree of tenderneſs ; and afſuming a ſe- 
<6 ee, pref which however ſeemed foreign 
« toher naturs! diſpoſition, Raſh and unthinking 
* man, ſaid ſhe, what ill-fated accident has 
“ brought thee to a place, where thy detection 
„ would be ſo dangerous to thyſelf, and fo ditho- 
© nourable to me? Or what motive could have 
« induced thee to intrude upon that privacy which 
* ought to have been held facred by a reſpectful 
« lover? As I am apt to impute thy extraya- 
<< gant temerity to an ill-timed paſſion for me, 
« I am unwilling thou ſhouldſt ſuffer by an in- 
< diſcretion of which I myſelf may have been 
„the cauſe, If, however, thou haſt any regard 
to my reputation, or thy own ſafety, thou wilt 
«inſtantly leave this garden.“ Imagining from 
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% the tone of her voice, and from the expreſſion 
of her eye, that the injunction ſhe had deliver- 
ed proceeded more from the fear of expoſing 
„ me to danger, and herſelf to cenſure, than 
from real reſentment at my conduct, I replied, 
That with regard to my own ſafety, I was 
« entirely careleſs about it, while I was engaged 
in a purſuit far dearer to me than life, and upon 
the ſucceſs of which both my life and happineſs 
depended ; that her reputation, however with 
« me, outweighed every other eireumſtance; and 
% to ſhew her, how much I was devoted to her 
*« obedience, I told her, that I would that mo- 
ment leave her preſence, though it was the 
* moſt ſevere mortification I could poſſibly endure, 
in hopes of obtaining ſome more favourable 
opportunity afterwards of declaring the finceri- 
ty and fervor of a paſſion, which no time nor 
accident could ever extinguiſh, or abate” 


After making this declaration I took my leave 
„of Selima in the moſt reſpectful manner, and 
returned to my own lodgings, with a heart entire- 
ly engroſſed by the charms of this incomparable 
fair one, and whoily devoted to the purpoſe f 
« forming an honourable connection with her, 
e the ſucceſs of which I perceived to be eſſential 
„ to my happineſs. As hon as I arrived at my 
„ own apartments in the city, I made the moſt {| 
prudent enquiry I could, concerning the rela- 
“ tions of the lady who had obtained the em- 
ire of my heart, and learnt that ſhe was the |} 
— of Ezadallah, one of the Georgian 
« nobility, a man of; ſtrict probity and honour, 
« and who was univerſally reſpected in the plece 
„ where he lived. Having got this intelligence, 
<< the next object of my ſolicitude was to get 
« myſelf properly introduced to Ezadellah, which 
J eaſily obtained by means of Ali Merdan 
8 | | © Khan, 
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© Khan, another Georgian nobleman, with whom 
„J had contracted an acquaintance, and who 
“lived in terms of friendſhip with the father 
« of Selima. Without having as yet diſcovered 
„ my intentions to Ah Merdan Khan I aſked him 
© to introduce me to his friend Ezadallah, a re- 
„ queſt with which he very chearfully complied ; 
„and I was received by that worthy man with + 
« all the hoſpitality and kindneſs I could defire. 
on my fuft viſit I was bleſſed only with a fight 
„ of Selima covered with a veil, which, while 
„it admitted-of her ſeeing others, entirely con- 
„ cealed her face from their view. Even this 
« circumſtance I conſidered as an indulgence, ir 
„ not being the cuſtom in eaſtern countries for 
„the women to appear among men who are ſtran- 
„ gers to them; but as Ezadallah was a man 
„ much converſant in the world, and whoſe fen- 
* timents were enlarged by a comprehenſiye 
«c knowledge of the manners and cuſtoms of 
„other nations, he allowed his daughter greater 
« liberties in theſe things than are uſually ad- 
* -mitted in the Eaſt, at the ſame time that he 
* ſhewed à regard to the cuſtoms of his coun- 
„try ſo far as to train her up in the practice of 
„ wearing a veil. 


Though my love was cruelly mortified by this 
«© circumſtance of her dreſs, I endeavoured with 
all the inſinuation I was capable of, to recom- 
mend myſelf to her regard, in which, I flattered 
« myſelf, that I was in ſome degree ſucceſsful ; 
and having obtained an invitation from Ezadallah . 
«© to repeat my viſits as often as my conveniency 
« would admit, I took my leave at this time, de- 
ce termined to embrace an opportunity very ſoon of 
„ complying with the invitation I had received: 
«© about two days after I repaired to the houſe of 
“ Ezadallah, in expectation of finding ſome. fortu- 
N e “ nate 
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nate occaſion of renewing my addreſſes to the 
lovely Selina. whoſe image was impreſſed upon 
my ſoul in charaQters that could never be ef- 
faced ; but ſhe ſtill continued veiled, while in 


company, and I flill perſevered in my endea- 


* 


vours to render myſelf agreeable to her by all 
the means in my power. After dinner however 
ſhe retired from the reſt of the company, and I 
began to reflect, not without a certain fretful- 
neſs of temper, on the want of a proper oppor- 
tunity to declare a paſſion which occupied my 
whole heart; when, happening to look out at a 
window that faced the garden, I obſerved the 
nuſtreſs of my ſoul walking along a terras, and 
retiring into the arbour where I had firſt diſco- 
vered her. As ſoon as I perceived her, my 
heart throbbed with hope and fear, with joy 
and impatience. Awed by thoſe ſentiments of 
native modeſty which uſually take place in the 
mind of a timid, u "<ſpeAtul, and an unexpe- 
rienced lover, I ſtood irreſolute for a moment, 


but inſtigated by the irreſiſtable impulſe of love, 
I ſtole unheeded out of a room, and perceiving 
the garden-door open | hurried into the garden, 


and walked up haſtily tothe bower into which I 
had obſerved Selima entering. As [|:approached 
the place the palpitation of my heart redoub- 
led; and obſerving the dear creature in the 
ſame poſture in which I had formerly ſeen her, 
Let not my lovely Selima, ſaid I, reſent as an 
intruſion upon her privacy my embracing the on- 
ly opportunity I could obtain of repeating my de- 
clarations of an affection for her, which is as 
pure and feryent, as it is ſtedfaſt and unaltera- 
ble. O let my enchanting fair one reward with 
one ſmile of approbation and complacency the 
paſſion to which her beauty has given birth, and 
allow me ſome ground to hope for an union 
which will conſummate my telicity? 
| * Selima, 


* 
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2 Selima, pleaſed with the ardour and delicacy 


cc 


of my paſſion, and even with the confuſion and 
'timidity 1 diſcovered in my addreſſes, which to 
her was a ſufficient proof of my ſincerity, conde- 


* {cended to acquaint me that her heart was not 


altogether indifferent to the accompliſhments of 
which, in her eye, I appeared to be poſſeſſed, 
and that if, upon a more Wert uirri acqua in- 
tance, my character correſponded to this ap- 
pearance, and my propoſals were approved of 
by her father, perhaps my ſuit, in the end, 
light not prove -unfuccelsful.” Tranſported 
with the intimation ſhe had given me, I ſeized 
her hand once more, which with a ſmile of in- 
effable benignity and ſweetnefs, the allowed me 
to preſs to my bofom ; and kiſſing it with the 
utmoſt reſpe& and tenderneſs; I took my leave 
of my charming Selima with an exultation and 
tranſport that well nigh endangered my reaſon. 
Perceiving that this new attachment, which en- 
tirely occupied my ſoul, would neceffarily re- 
quire my ſtaying a conſiderable time in Tefflis, 1 
immediately diſcharged the fervants and camels 
which I had hired, and devoted myſelf wholly 
to the cares of love. : 


With this view I repeated my viſits to Ezadal- 
lah, the father of Selima, and employed all the 
arts I was maſter of in order to ingratiate myſcif 
with him, in which I ſucceeded ſo well, that 
having after a ſutfcient acquaintance with him 
diſcloled my wiſhes with reſpeQ to Selima, he 
conſented to gratify my deſires, provided the 
match was agreeable to his daughter and approv- 
ed by my own father. As T enjoyed the happi- 


neſs of feeing my charming miſtreſs frequently 


after this declaration I had made of my inten- 
tions, I had the good fortune to render myſelf ſo 
agreeable to her, that an indiſſoluble union of 
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our intereſts was the obje of our mutual and 


earneſt deſires. The only thing wanting to com- 


plete our felicity was the approbation and con- 
currence of my father, which J ſollicited with 
all the eloquence and addreſs I was maſter of, 
and which, as the match, was no way diſcredit= 
able, and was ſo paſſionately deſired on my part, 
F did not much doubt of obtaining—Having- 
charged the meſſenger whom I ſent with a letter 
to my father, requeſting his conſent to my union 
with Selima, to make all poſſible diſpatch on his 
journey, I ſpent the intermediate time in thoſe 
innocent endearments, and in thoſe delightful 
reciprocations of love and tenderneſs which are 
the reſult of a mutual paſſion, and which by 
heightening our deſires of being inſeparably uni- 


ted to each other, rendered us impatient of the 
leaſt obſtruction to the accompliſhment of our 


wiſhes. At laſt the meſſenger returned with an an- 
ſwer to the letter I had written to my father, 


conceived in as favourable a ſtile as I could 


have wiſhed, intimating, that rough he had 


projected an union betwixt me and the lady he 


had mentioned before my ſetting out on my 
travels, yet he had always reſolved not to in- 
terfere with my own inclinations in a matter of 


ſo much importance to my happineſs, and aſ- 


ſuring me of his entire and cheertul concurrence 
me to haſten my departure as ſoon as poſſible 
after the celebration of my nuptials, as he 


with my wiſhes. He concluded with deſiring 


was deſirous of pronouncing his benediction on 
us both before his death, which from bis declin- 
ing ſtate , and from ſevera} ſymptoms in his caſe, 
he ſaid, he was inclined to believe was at no 
great diſtance. „ 


« The information I had received of my fa- 


; and the remembrance_ 
| « of © 


ther's dangerous 55 health alarmed and 


affected me exceeding 
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of his condeſcending indulgence, his paternal af- 


fection, and his earneſt folicitude tor my hap- 


pineſs, awakened at onee all. my tenderneſs and 
grief at the thoughts of loſing a parent who was 
10 juſtly dear to me. Timmediately conununicated 
the letter I had received to Selima, who parti- 
cipated in my ſorrow, and we agreed to defer 
the celebration of our marriage till after our ar- 
rival at Kerman, for which in two days we ſet 


out, accompanied with Mortiza Cauli, the bro- 


ther of Selima, who agreed to accompany us on 
our journey, We travelled for ſeveral days 
with great expedition, and without meeting 
with.any remarkable accident; but when we 
were within two days journey of Kerman, I re- 
ceived the melancholy account of my father's 
death. This intimation renewed my grief for 
the loſs..of ſo kind and ſo worthy a parent; 


which however was greatly mitigated by the 


tender and ſoothing ſympathy of Selima, whoſe 


endearing lociety could alone comfort me un- 


der the afflicton I had ſuſtained. After receiy- 
ing this . melancholy news, I haſtened along 


with Selima and her brother to Kerman, in 
order to pay the laſt, duty to the memory of 


the deceaſed, whoſe urn I bedewed. with the 
tears of unfeigned ſorrow, Having ſpent the u- 
ſual time in mourning, and having given vent td 
the emotions of nature in the genuine expreſſions 
of heartfelt grief, for the loſs of a parent whom 
L equally reverenced and loved,-I recovered by 
degrees my former tranquility, and began to 
think of accompliſhing that union with Selima, 


the profpe& of which conſtituted the chief happi- 
neſs of my life. But let thoſe in whoſe memories is 
regiſtered the ſeries of my misfortunes, learn from 


theſe the inſtability of human happineſs, which, 
though heedleſs mortals fancy to be ſolid and 


4 Helleſpont, 
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« Helleſpont, that ſtands unſhaken amidif the 
« roar and daſhing of the waves of the Archi- 
« pelago, is tottering as the broken fragment of 
a tower which falls from the ruined domes of 
Palmyra on the head of the unhappy travel- 
ler, and inftantly cruſhes him to pieces. I was 
« juſt upon the point of effectuating this long de- 
„ fired union, when an accident fell out, which 
blaſted the bloſſoms of my hope, and involved 
„us all in a train of misfortunes which were 
** equally ſevere and irremediable. ; 


e Say: Muſtapha, the father of Abbaſſah, hav- 
ing heard that I brought a young lady along 
„With nie, and probably having heard that I in- 
„ tended to marry her as ſoon as the time of 
'* mourning for my father was expired, wrote 
« me a letter, intimating that my father had en- 
© tered into a treaty of marriage betwixt his 
daughter and me, and had engaged that it 
© ſhould be fulfilled on my part upon my return 
% to my native country; that he ſuppoſed I had 
„ been acquainted of, and had concurred with 
„ the views of the deceaſed, and that he hoped 
* to find me as ardently deſirous as my father had 
* been, of contracting an alliance which was 

* * equally creditable and advantageous to both 
„ parties, and which would unite their families | 
in the bonds of conſanguinity and friendſhip. F 


„This propoſal, it may eaſily be imagined, 
« could make no impreſſion on the mind of one 
«© who was wholly devoted to Selima, and whom 
„all the gold of Golconda and the diadem of 
« Perſia could not have tempted; to have relin- 
e quithed the object of his choice. I had a cu- 
riofity however to try its effect on Selima, and 
„taking her aſide, put the letter into her hand 
„ defiring her to read it. After peruſing the 
4 . letter 
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letter ſhe returned it, caſting upon me at the 
ſame time a tender, penſive, and dejected look; 
which at once expreſſed affection, timidity, and 
a ſenſe of dependence accompanied with a 
certain delicacy of ſentiment which ſeemed 


to reftrain her from exerting the influence ſhe 
poſſeſſed to ſecure the empire of my heart. 
1 telt myſelf-thrilled with her look; but de- 
ſirous of trying her ſtill farther, © What,: ſaid I 


does my Selima think of this letter?” The 
queſtion ſeemed to ſurprize her a good deal, 


and threw her into the moſt lovely confufion 


and embarraſſment; recovering herſelf howe- 
ver a little; What, replies ſhe, is Rhedi's 


own opinion of it? The propoſed match ap- 


pears to me, added ſhe, to be too advantageous 
to be rejected by an ambitious young man, 
who, by ſuch an alliance, has it in his pow- 
er to increaſe his fortune and aggrandize his 
family at once.” And does Selima wiſh, 


ſaid I, that I ſhould purſue the path of ambi- 
tion by the means ſhe has ſuggeſted ?” Selima 


rejoined, «© The lovely maid forms no other 


with with reſpect to Rhedi, but that he may 


follow the bent of his own inclinations, and 
conſult his own happineſs without any regard 
to her, who, if he 1s happier in the poſſeſſion 
of Abbaſſah than of Selima, will return with 
her brother to her native country, putting up 
her ardent vows to heaven for a continuance of 
happineſs to one whom ſhe once tenderly toyed, 


and whom, alas! perhaps ſhe may never be 


able to forget:” At theſe words the tear ſtart- 
ed into her eye, and trinkled down her cheek, 
1 was unable to contain myſelf longer, elaſp- 
ing her therefore to my bofom in an extacy 
of tenderneſs and rapture, forgive, ſaid I, dear- 


eſt creature, the artifice I made uſe of to try 
the ſtrength and delicacy of thy affection, 
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„ which-was not ſuggeſted by any doubt of its 
reality, but by a curioſity I felt to explore its 
« effects. Be aſſured of it, thou ſole unrivalled 
„ miſtreſs of my heart, that were all the trea- 
„ {ures and kingdoms of the world laid at my 
« feet, and all the beauties of the univerſe ranged 
before me for my fſeleQion, the poſſeflion of 
all theſe could never alienate my conſtant heart 
from thee, in whom all my wiſhes center and in 
whom alone my felicity is complete. N 


After we had both given vent for ſometime to 
tei the moſt pleaſing emotions that the human heart 
is ſuſceptible of, Selima expreſſed her appre- 
„ henſions. leſt I ſhould ſhock and offend the pride 
of one of the moſt potent beglerbegs of Perſia, by 
« declining 4 match which: had been under delibe- 
ration betwixt him and my father, and was now 
“ propoſed by Savi Muftapha himſelf. In order to 
** remove her apprehenſions therefore as much poſ- 
<< ſible, I promiſed to write to him in the moſt pru- 
dent and reſpectful manner; for though I had 
** reaſon to believe that he could ſcarce expect that 
I ſhould conclude a match which, he himfelf 
'*. knew, I was brought under no won po to from 
any engagement of my father, and which con- 
ſidering the attachment I was known to ha ve to 
„ Selima he muſt have been convinced I would 
** beutterly averſe to; and though | had likewiſe 
_ © reaſon to believe, that in theſe circumſtances the 
principal motive of Savi Muſtapha. in propofing 
the match, could only be to obtain from my re- 
fuſal a pretext for quarrelling with me; yet I 
< thought it was in every reſpect the wiſeſt courſe 
+. to avoid, if poſſible, exaſperating a man, 
«« who might, in the friendleſs and unſupported 
« ftate I was now in, have it in his power 
to ſubject me to the ſevereſt hardſhips. I wrote 
* him therefore that J was extremely ſenſible of 
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“ the honour he intended me by the alliance he 
« propoſed, of which I ſhould ever retain the moſt 
<«« grateful remembrance ;- but that I ſhould be ut- 
„ terly unworthy of his eſteem and: friendſhip, if 
LI accepted of his propoſal by giving my hand 
** where it was not poſſible for me to beſtow my 
* heart. I obferved that our affections were not 
in our own' power, that mine were already unal- 
terably fixed on a lady whom I had brought with 
* me from her native country, and that I could 
not violate theſe engagements without 3 
T 2 at the ſame time of a breach of the moſt 

* ſacred ties of love, honour, and .gratitude. I 

concluded with wiſhing his daughter a huſ- 
** band more worthy of her, and who could 
return her affection with equal ſincerity and ar- 
dour; begging he would excuſe me for declin- 
„ing a match, which I was perfectly confeious 
would have been equally creditable and advan- 
tageous, could I have accepted of his generous 
offer conſiſtently with the dictates of fidelity and 
** honour. This anſwer, though ſufficiently foothing 
' and reſpectful, greatly ſhocked the pride and in- 
* flamed the reſentment of the haughty beglerbeg, 
* who; as Thave' already obſerved, ſeemed only 
to want a pretext for quarrelling with me; and 
indeed he ſoon made me feel the weight of his 
5 reſentment, by bringing upon me a ſeries of ca- 
lamities, that were as unexpected as they were 


cc 
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« ſeyvere. 


The grand Vizier Aman Ola, who was the 
„ friend and patron of Savi Muſtapha, was at 
„that time on/a tour, through the ſouthern de- 
© partment of Perſia, under a pretence of redret- 
*+ ling the grievances which had been complained 

_ of, and fettling the commotions that had been 
* raiſed,” though in fact the ſole intent of his ex- 
„ pedition was to diſcover the authours of the op- 
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poſition that had been made to his own tyran- 
nical adminiſtration, that he might contrive the 
means of cutting them off while Aman Ola was 
at Kerman: he lodged in the houfe of Savi Muſ- 
tapha, who took that opportunity of repreſenting 
me to the Vizier as diſaffected to his adminiſtra- 
tion, informing him at the ſame time that my 
father had left me an opulent fortune, which 
might eaſily be confiſcated and applied to his 
own uſe, upon a pretence of its being acquired 
by fraud and oppreſſion. Nothing more was 
wanting to make the Vizier enter into this 
ſeheme, than to hear that, by the ſucceſs of it, 
he could not fail very ea to increaſe. 
his overgrown fortune; accordingly, actuated 
as he was at once by two of the: moſt 
powerful ſprings of human conduct, avarice 
and revenge, he inftantly commenced a ſuite in 
the name of the emperor his maſter- againſt me, 
upon an allegation of my father's fortune cm 
acquired by injuſtce; and having ſuborne 

witneſſes in concert with Savi Muſtapha to 
prove the facts he alledged, I was inſtantly 


' bereaved of my paternal eſtate under the 


colour of law, though that eſtate was the reward 


of honeſt induſtry and frugality, aud was earn- 


ed by my father with the general efteem and 
good-will of the inhabitants of the province 
in which he reſided. 8 


« Merciful Allah! exclaimed Amur, how long 
wilt thou ſuffer that nronfter of wickedneſs 
to triumph in his crimes? Is not the meaſure 
of his iniquities yet full? Surely thou haſt 
deſtined him, as thou doſt plagues and earth- 
quakes to be thine inftrument for inflicting 
runiſhment' on the children of men? But why 


- Coft thou permit the innocent to ſuffer with the 


cuilty 2 Why ſhould the 400 0 and the good be 


tubjected to the perſecution of a wretch whom 
i Bis 


his flagitiouſneſs has rendered an object of genera] 
deteſtation and abhorrence ?/ * T4. 


„What you have heard,” reſumed Rhedi, 
is but a fmall part of that ſeries of calamity 
_ *© which 1: have been doomed to endure ; the re- 
% maining part will draw the tear of pity from 
the humid eye, and make the ſympathetic bo- 
ſom heave with the ſigh of ſorrow.— The mali- 
« cious Savi Muſtapha, and his cruel accomplice 
« in villainy, not contented with ſtripping me of 
all my paternal] inheritance, meditated a Much 
„ ſeverer blow againſt me than poverty or death 
_«1rfelf, by raviſhing from me the ſole delight of 
my heart, my dear Selima, for whom alone I 
„ withed to live; which was effectuated with 
„ ſuch violence and outrage as I yet ſhudder. to 
„ relate. I was fo aware of the danger of di- 
„ vulging a report concerning Selima's beauty 
„“ while we were unmarried, and ſo much afraid 
«+ of her being gazed at with the eye of defire, 
* that I had prevailed with her to continue veil- 
“ed, both in the preſence of our ſex and of her 
“ own. It happened however unfortunately,” that 
* a'maid, whom Selima had brought along with 
her from Georgia, having one day taken occa- 
cc ſion, without any deſign, to celebrate the 
“ charms of her miſtreſs before ſome of the ſer- 
« vants\ of Savi Muſtapha, with whom ſhe had 
got acquainted, one of them repeated to his 
«© maſter the report he had heard of Selima's 
„beauty. Muſtapha took an opportunity of men- 
<« tioning to the Vizier what he had heard; and 
both of them, ſtimulated partly by curioſity, 
% and partly by reſentment, concurred in a reſo- 
« lution, without any ceremony, of tearing. off 
„ her veil by violence; and if the anſwered to 
„ the deſcription which had been given of her, 
of carrying her off by force. In order te gra- 
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tify their brutal curioſity of obtaining a ſight 


of Selima, they bribed a maid-ſervant who 
came along with her from Tefflis, but who 


was ignorant of their real / deſign, © to admit 


them, by a private door, into a garden at the 
back of my father's houſe, at a certain hour, 


when they knew ſhe uſually walked there; and 
having obſerved her from an eminence at ſome 


diſtance, which overlooked the garden, re- 
poling herfelf on a ſloping bank near the 
door at which they were to enter, along with 
the maid who uſually attended her, they re- 
paired immediately to the door, and turning 
the bolt ſoftly, entered without obſervation, 
leaving, a guard to reſcue them in caſe of dan - 
ger, or to aſſiſt them in carrying off their 
rize; then tripping up quickly, but with as 
1 nciſe as poſſible, to Selima, whoſe back 


happened to be turned towards them, Muſta- 


pha tore the veil from her face, before ſhe 
ſuſpected any danger; and the unhappy fair one, 
whoſe, mind was thrown into a wild flutter of 
aſtoniſhment and terror, by the indignity that 


had been ſhewn her, giving a loud ſhriek. which 


was heard by her brother and me from the houſe, 
we both ſtarted up in an inſtant, » and fnatching 
our {words haſtily,” ran to the place where we 
heard the voice. You may judge of the emo- 
tion I felt (for it is impoſſible to deſcribe it) 


When upon my coming up to the fpot, to 
which we were directed by the piercing 
_ {creams of Selima and her maid, whoſe vo1- 
ces by this time we began to recognize, I ſaw 
the dear object of my affeCtions in the arms of 


my greateſt. enemy, and violently - dragged . 


away by the Vizier and Savi Muſtapha, Who 


were protected in their infamous enterprize by 
the guard which had been poſted at the door, 
but which had now entered the garden, in con- 
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„given them, in order to aſſiſt Io carrying off 
«© Seltina, and to defend them from any a 
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ſequence of a concerted ſignal that had been 


ault 
that might be made upon them while they 


« were 3 their deſign. Rouſed to the 


cc 


utmoſt- piteh of reſentment and fury, I ſprung 


upon the wretches who had committed this 
ontrage, like a bear robbed of- her whelps, 
and directing my vengeance in the firſt place 


againſt Muſtapha, whom I conſidered as the 
author of it, I plunged my ſword in an inſtant 
into his heart, and laid 4 dead at my feet. 
Mortiza Couli, aQtuated by the fame paſſions 
of grief and rage with which 1 was agitated, 


ruſhed: at once into the midſt of the Rds 


two of whom he diſpatched with his ſword ; 
but alas! the brave unhappy youth, in at- 
tempting to ſave his ſiſter's honour, loſt his own 
life; for as he was aiming a blow at the Vi- 
zier, he received a mortal wound in the - breaſt 


from one of his attendants, and expired in a 


few minutes upon the ſpot. The Vizier feein 


Mortiza Cauli fall by the wound he had re- 


ceived, called to the reſt of his guard to take 


and diſarm me, if poſſible; and two of them 


having, before I was aware, got hold of both 
my arms, the all immediately cloſed upon me, 


and having diſarmed and bound me, I was ſent 


without delay to a ſtrong priſon, where the 


Vizier ordered I ſhould be confined till his fur- 


ther pleafure ſhould be known. When | per- 


| ceived myſelf in the power of my enemies, 


and that I was going inſtantly to be ſepara- 
ted from Selima, and probably for ever, all 


the | paſſions which can agitate and tear the 
human heart aroſe in my mind at once.— Love, 
rage, jealouſy, hatred, terror, and deſpair al- 
ternately reigned and mingled with each other 
„ jn my ſoul, in their utmoſt fury, and produced 


4 a conflict, 
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a conflict, whoſe violence rouſed me to phren- 
zy, and almoſt terminated in my diſſolution. 
1 roared. with the intolerable anguiſh which 
wrung my heart; I exclaimed, I adjured, 1 


implored, | threatnend, I. imprecated the yen- 
geance of heaven on the barbarous wretch 


who was the cauſe of this cruel ſeparation ;- 
but all was in vain; I was carried away vio- 
lently to priſon ; and as I was dragged along, 
I continued looking behind me, and call: 

upon the name of Selima, till my cries — 
no more be heard. I was thrown into a dun- 
geon, dark and diſmal as the manſions of the 
grave, where I lay in an agony of grief, that 
tortured my foul, and conſumed. my liſe. For 
ſome time [continued abandoned to the moſt 
dreadful and cruel defpair, arraigning the juſ- 
tice of Providence, upon account of the calami- 
ties to which I was ſubjecked; but at laſt rea- 
ſon returned, and religion began to dawn upon 
my gloomy and troubled mind, ſhedding an 
effulgence, mild as the appearance of the ver- 
nal ſun after the ravages of a ſtorm, and 
chaſing away the horrors of | deſpair, as the 
fogs which blaſt the bloſfoms of the ſpring are 
ſcattered by the ſplendor of . the orb of day. 
Along with religion, fortitude, and hope, her. 
invariable attendants, poſſeſſed my breaſt; 
and actuated as I was on the one hand by 
an intrepid reſolution of braving every danger, 
and an the other by a ſtedfaſt truſt in Provi- 
dence for accompliſhing my deliverance; at 


the ſame time that I was animated with the 
ſtrongeſt deſires of once more ſeeing Selima, 
defires which were now inſpirited with the ar- 


dour of hope, I was determined to attempt 
every expedient for my releaſe which my 
imagination could ſuggeſt; tho' I had as yet 
fixed upon none which ſeemed at once ſafe and 

EY „ praQticable, 
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practicable, But the ever merciful Allah to 
« whoſe care and protection I refigned myſelf 
„and all my intereſts, and whoſe reinvigorating 
© jinfluence + felt upon my mind, r e 
« by an intimation which ſeemed to be the effect 
of accident, to point out the means of accom- 
« pliſhing my eſcape from that horrible priſon in 
„ which I was confined, 


As 1 was one day lying ſtretched on a coarſe 
« mattraſs which ſerved for my bed, and revoly- 
« ing in my mind every ſcheme that I could think 
of for effectuating my deliverance, I happened to 
*+ caſt my eye on a ſquare ſtone in the floor of the 
„ priſon, by the fide of which ſtone there ſeemed 
„ to be a ſmall aperture, and what both aſtoniſhed 
“ and delighted me was, that I thought I perceiy- 
ed a faint glimmering of light through the inter- 
« ſtice. Inſtigated by curioſity, and elated with 
« joyful expeQation of making ſome diſcovery 
„ that might facilitate my eſcape, I ſprung from 
% my bed with eager impatience, and having dug 
up with a knife which I had in my pocket. a 2800 | 
„deal of earth from the fide of the ſtone, till Fhad \ 
„ made room to admit my hands below it, I at 1 
„ laſt raiſed it with ſome ditficulty, and obſerved 
« that the removal of the ſtone ' opened a paſſage 
« into a dark and narrow cave, which had been 
« ſcooped out of the earth with incredible labour, 
by a perſon who had been confined a few weeks 
„ beſore in the dungeon in which I was, for a 
capital crime, but had by this ſtratagem elud- 
« ed the ſword of juſtice. I entered the cave 
« with a kind of unuſual dread, mixed with joy, 
at the poſlibility of finding an outlet from my 
doleful priſon, end groping my way in the dark, 
© in the beſt manner I was able, 1 at length diſco- 
« 'yered a ray of light iſſuing through a- crevice 
ON & betwixt two ſtones in the ſtreets; but as it 

| was 
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„ was now mid-day, I had preſence: of mind 


enough to recollect, that if | ſhould. immediate- 
ly attempt to force my paſſage, by removing. 
the ſtones which covered the outlet of the cave, 
I ſhould: inevitably. be. diſcovered, and pre- 
clude all hopes of my releaſe As the hour 
therefore of my being viſited by the keeper of 
the priſon, when he brought me my ſcanty 


pittance of provilions, was near 
ened back to my dungeon, and 


at hand I haſt- 
having replac · 


ed the ſtone exactly in the ſitua tion in which 


it had been before my diſcovery of this ſubterra- 
neous paſſage, and trampled down the earth 
around the ſides of it, I waited for the approach 


of evening with an impatience 


proportiona ble 


to my ardent deſires of being releaſed from the 
moſt cruel and dreadful captivity. At laſt night 
ſpread her dark robe over the earth, the inhabi- 
tants of Kerman were lulled in flumber, and 


echo herſelf flept in her cell. 1 
the ſtone in the priſon was which 


trance of the cave; I once more 


haftily removed. 
laid over the en« 
entered this diſ-- 


mal paſſage, with leſs dread indeed than formerly: 
but with a palpitation of heart that made 
my knees ſmite each other, and Eg $70 ect 

more difficulty, 


my way as before, though with 
as there was not the leaſt ray of 


light to be ſeen, 


1 arrived at the end of the paſſage, and puſhing. 
the ſtones which were above my head with my 
utmoſt ſtrength, I removed one of them and 


having with ſome diſfieulty preſſed through the 


hole, I found myfelf all at once in the open 


ſtreet. 


1 Yo may eaſily imagine the tranſport I was in 
upon this unexpected recovery of my liberty; 


my heart bounded with joy, and 


grateful and ardent vows to Alla 
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J offered up my. 
h, for thus con- 


deſcending 
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” deſcending to point out the means of my deliver- 
e ance, But when that exſtacy of pleaſure which 
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red to my arms. 


had for a moment wrapped my ſenſes in the moſh 
enchanting delirium, and ſuſpended the exerciſe 
of reaſon, had at laſt ſubſided, and giving place 
to the dictates of ſober reflexion, my anxiety for 
the honour and ſafety of Selima recurred upon 
my mind with redoubled ſenſibility ; and the 
dangers to which my imagination repreſented 
her as expoſed, as well as the improbability of 
recovering her again, in the fituation 1n which 


1 now was, rendered me totally inſenſible of the 


happineſs which I ſhould otherwiſe have expe- 
rienced in my being releaſed from my deplora- 


ble captivity. Selima was the conſtant object 


of my thoughts, all my deſires and wiſhes cen- 
tered in her, and yet I could ſee no rational 
foundation for the haps of her being ever reſto- 

| Imoſt deſpairing of being 
ever bleſt with a ſight of her who was dearer to 


me than life, I wandered with a flow and me- 


lancholy ſtep through the ſtreets of Kermap, 
abandoned to the moſt exceſſive grief, without 


knowing whither I went, till the approach of 


dawn rouzed me from my reverie, and made me 


ſenſible that it was neceſſary to take ſome pre- 


caution for my own . ſafety. For this purpoſe I 
haſtened out of the city as faſt as poſſible, and 
dæecting my courſe by the leaft-frequented 
road, I arrived at a village about ten miles diſt- 
ance from the city, where I thought I.was in 
little danger of being known, . eſpecially after 


ſome years abſence from my native country. 


« In order however more effectually to guard 


againſt a detection. I purchaſed. ſome coarſe 


ecloaths with a part of the little money I till had 
in my pocket, and arraying myſelf in the habit 
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of a peaſant, I proceeded on my journey towards 
“ Iſpahan, where my father had ſevera! friends 
« of rank and credit, to whom 1 propoſed to make 
* myſelf known, and whoſe advice and aſſiſtance I 
** hoped to obtain in the preſent unfortunate ſitu- 
ation of my affairs; What determined me to 
take this courſe was; that I had learnt in the vil- 
lage which I had left, that the Vizier, after 
ſhutting me up in the priſon, ſet out immediate- 
ly with Selima forthe capital, intending, as 1 
was fully perſuaded; to preſem her to the em- 
* peror: As I was informed in ſome villages 
through which I paſſed, that the Vizier having, 
heard of my eſcape, had ſet a price upon my. 
head, I took all the precautions which prudence 
cou!d ſuggeſt for my own ſafety, by travelling 
„the moſt unfrequented roads, and often taking 
* ſhelter in-«the woods and mountains, where I ap- 
© prehended the leaſt danger of beivg diſcovered, 4 
„till at laſt J arrived at Iſpahan, without any ſuſ- 
<- picion ; where I waited upon two of my father's 
friends, and acquainted them of my firvation 
« and errand at the court of Perſia. But both of 
them, afraid to engage in an affair; the iſſue of. 
* which, to ſay the truth, was extremely danger- 
„ ovs and doubtful, ſince no redreſs cok be ob- 
* tained without arraigning the prime Vizier him- 
* ſelf, and charging him with the moſt enormous 
erimes, adviſed me to deſiſt from an attempt 
« which, however juſt, was attended with ſo- 
* much hazard as indeed could ſcarce fail'to bring 
© accumulated vengeance upon my own head, and 
% upon thoſe of my friends. They urged me to 
„% think no more of Selima, whom I could haye no 
* proſpect of recovering, and gave it as their, 
« opinion that I ſhould aſſume the habit and char- 
e racter of a travelling merchant, generouſly pro- 
e poſing to ſupply me with money, and ſupport me 
« with their credit in the purſuit of this new oc- 
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« Though: this advice ſeemed to be rational and 
e was doubtleſs well meant, yet the conduct it 
_ « preſcribed was too phlegmatic and indifferent to 
* ſuit the ardor of my paſſion for Selima 3 for the 
hopes of regaining whom l determined to ſuffer” 
« every hardthip, and.run every ſk that I could 
<«« poſſibly be expoſed to. Perceiving however, that 
« the profeſſion of a merchant would, by procuring 
« me acceſs to ſeveral perfons who attended the 
court, afford me a better chance of ſeeing Selima, 
©: at leaſt of obtaining intelligence of ,her, than any 
<« other profeſſion I could aſſume, I readily acqui- 
« efced in their ſentiments, though with very diffi- 
* rent views from-thoſe of my friends; and hav- 
ing once more changed my garb, I appeared in 
the dreſs of a merchant ; and, ſupported as 1 
„was by the intereſt of thoſe who had propoſed _.. 
that J ſhould try my fortune this way, I expoſ- 
« ed ſome of the richeſt ſilks and jewels that 
could be procured, in the ufual place of ſale, 
carefully avoiding every opportunity of being 
* ſeen by the Vizier, by retiring under ſome pre- 
* tence when he happened to appear, and giving 
„ orders to a perſon to whoſe care I committed 
my commodities to manage the ſale till my re- 
turn. While I was one day unfolding a bale 
« of ſilk at the deſire of a purchaſer, I obſerved a 
perſon eyeing me as he paſted with a ſtedfaſt- 
« neſs and attention that greatly diſconcerted me. 
“Upon enquiry, 1 found that the perſon who 
« 'had viewd me ſo particularly was Obeyd, 
* chief eunuch to the Sophy ; a diſcovery that 
© increaſed my embarrafiment and confuſion. O- 
© beyd obſerving my countenance overſpread 
@ with bluſhes, came up to me immediately, 
« and whiſpered in a low voice, “ Be not afraid,” 
„ ſaid he, © of any evil from me. My name is 
« Obeyd, and my office is to. ſuperintend the 
«© women and eunuchs in the haram, Your father 
| 5 « Abuſaid 
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Abuſaid was one of my beſt friends: I am 


not ignorant of your ſituation and circumſtan- 


ces: Iwill be happy to have it in my power 
to ſhew my gratitude to the father by good of- 
fices to the ſon —Come this evening, at the 
uſual hour of ſupper, to my houſe in the habit 
which you now wear, without any fear of a diſ- 


covery, and perhaps F may contribute to the ſuc- 
ceſs of your wiſhes.” At theſe words I experien- 


ced a ſudden tranſition from the moſt alarming 


fear to the moſt unbounded confidence and 


moft exquiſite joy I had ever felt, and 1 
could only juſt ſo far recollet myſelf, as 


to be able to reply, in the ſame low tone 


of voice, that I was inexpreſſibly obliged 
to his. friendſhip, that he ſhould ever find me 
grateful, and that I would be ſure to wait 
upon him at the hour appointed. 


After his departure, I began to call to re- 
membrance a ſlave, of the name of Obeyd, 
whom my father had purchaſed, and whom, -on 
account of his faithful ſervices, he had reſtord 
to liberty ; and in the countenance of the per- 
fon who had juſt left me, I recognized the 
features of the honeſt ſlave. T remembered like- 
wiſe that I had heard that Obeyd had entered 
irto the ſervice of the Sophy, though by reaſon 
of my abſence from my native country for ſome 
years I had not heard of the dignity to which 
he was raiſed ; and if any thing had been 


wanting to remove my fears, and increaſe my 


D 


confidence, the character of Obeyd was ſuffi- 
cient to do it; for I reflected that I had often 


heard my father ſpeak of his inviolabie fidelity, 


and I knew that he gave him the ſtrongeſt re- 
commendations on his leaving his ſervice. | 
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l waitedfor the hour appointed for our inter- 


view with almoſt as much impatience as if I had. 


expected to ſee Selima herſelf ; for I flattered 
myſelf that this interview would afford me the 
proſpect of being once more bleſſed with a fight 
of the dear object of my affeQions ; and when it 
expired, I hurried away with the utmoſt eager- 
neſs to the houſe of Obeyd. I was not obliged 
to wait long for -the appearance of my friendly 
hoſt : upon hearing that I was in the parlour be- 


low, he haſtened immediately into the room, 


and embracing me with the moit cordial joy, 
Jam happy my dear Rhedi,” ſaid he, © in this 
opportunity of ſeeing the ſon of my worthy friend 
and benefactor Abuſaid, and T thould be ſtill 
happier to be able to repay you the many kind- 
neſſes I have received from him. I am but 
too well acquainted with your misfortunes, 
and I moſt ſincerely ſympathize with you under 
them: know not whether it will be in my pow- 
er to relieve you from their preſſure, but I will 
at leaſt attempt it, dangerous as J am ſenſible 
the undertaking muſt be to myſelf. © In the mean 
time be affured, that Selima, though ſhe conti= 
nues abandoned to the moſt exceſſive grief, upon 
account of the ſeperation from her lover, $9 


preſerved her honour inviolate : to-morrow you 


' ſhall enjoy the happineſsof ſeeing her, and I will 


let you know in proper time the hour and 
place of the deſtined interview,” , 


„I attempted to repaet my i 
for the very friendly intentions he expreſſed, and 


for the ſtrong intereſt he took in the ſufferings of 


two ſuch unfortunate lovers ; but he prevented 
me from going on, by telling me, that there was 


no occaſion for making any profeſſions of 
gratitude to him, ſince he would think himſelf 


completely 
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completely rewarded, if be ſhould be happy 
enough to be the inſtrument of accompliſhing 


the releaſe of SeJima, and of reſtoring her to 


one W2 was worthy of her, and who, by being 
the Mie object of her affections, had the only 
title 10 poſſeſs them. Beſides, though your 


own merit and ſufferings, added he, had not 


intereſted me in your fate, the remembrance 


I have of the obligations I owe to your father's 


ſervice. determined me fo exert my utmoſt 
endeavours te gratify your deſires. While I 
continued in your father's ſervice, I was. treated 
rather with the kindneſs and en ſhewn 
to a child, than with the haughtinels and ſeveri- 
ty uſually . exerciſed/ towards a ſlave, and at 
laſt, as a reward for my faithful ſervices, he 
not only gave me my freedom, but recommend- 
ed me to the ſophy, by whoſe favorr I roſe 
to ſeveral poſts of conſiderable truſt and dig- 
nity, Happy had it been for myſelf, that I 
had preſcribed bounds to my ambition; or at 
leaſt that I had taught it to flow in the channel 


marked out by your father. ] have had great 


reaſon to repent my not having followed his 
advice; for though in the path chalked out 


by myſelf, I have attained an envied pre-emi- 


nence, I have found it a very dangerous one; 
ſince my offite not only abliges me to be often 
under the eye of 3 maſter whoſe temper is 
ſuſpicious and whoſe power is abſolute, but 
my fituation furniſhes me with almoſt perpetual 
incentives to defires which I connot reſtrain, 
and yet am unable to gratify, at the ſame 
time that I am ſubjected to the caprices of 
female tyranny, which I can only revenge by 
a ſtricter vigilance, and by that rigid ſeverity 


© which will always be diſagreeable to a ge- 


nerous mind. Be aſſured of it however, my 


dear Rhedi, that however firitly I may watch 


Over 
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over the conduct of many of the ladies of 
the haram, whoſe infamous amours deſerve 
detection and puniſhment, I wilt de all in 
my power to contribute to the ſußeſs ol 
your paſſion for Selima, Which, as it meets 
with ſuch a fervent return upon her part, it 
were a pity it ſhould not be rewarded with 
the mutual poſſeſſion of each other, As you 
wiſh to obtain this happineſs, take care that 
you be not ſeen by the Vizier, or any 
whom you have reaſon to ſuſpe& to be his 
emiſſaries; if this ſhould happen, you are un- 


' dorfe. In order therefore to prevent your 


being known or diſtinguiſhed, _ you, ; muſt 
for the preſent reſolve to give up your mer- 


cantile profeſſion, and never ſtir abroad with- 


out the utmoit caution, and when I have con- 
certed meaſures for your ſeeing Selima, I 
will call for you at-your lodgings, in order 


to acquaint you of the time.” 


« | thanked Obeyd for his prudent advice, 


which ! promiſed invariably to follow; then 


taking an opportunity of introducing a con- 


verſation, which to me was peculiarly inter- 
eſting, Obeyd, ſaid I, fince you have con- 
deſcended to favour with your protection 


and friendſhip, one who, till he, ſaw you, 
was the unhappieft of mortals, will you 
excuſe my deſire to know the particulars. of 


Selima's fate, and how ſhe has been able 
in the place where ſhe now is, to preſerve 
her virtue inviolate from the affaults of un- 
governable paſſion armed with abſolute 
power.” 1 readily excuſe your anxiety,” 
replied he, “and will gratiſy it immediate 
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« When Selima was brought into the pre- 
ſence of the Sophy and her veil was unmovy- 
ed, ſhe appeared drowned in tears; but her 
tears, inſtead of diminiſhing, ſeemed io in- 
creaſe the luſtre of her beauty, which ſhone 
through the peatly drops that trickled down 


her cheeks, as the fun ſhines forth after the 


ſhowers of ſpring. The emperor, dazzled 
by- the ſplendor of her charms, and at once 
overcome by the power of lave, reſigned him- 
ſelf wholly to the empire of this pleaſing but 


tormenting paſſion, 'making it his ſole ſtudy 
to conciliate thoſe affections, which he per- 


ceived to be placed on another object. He 
has never intermitied his addreſſes, how- - 
ever, but urges his ſuit with the moſt tervent 


importunity. While he was yeſterday 


pleading for a return to his paſſion with all 
the reſpect and ardour of an enraptured lover, 
Selima, proftrating herſelf at his feet, ex- 
claimed with the utmoſt carneftnets,” —Ler 
not the ſucceſlor of Ali, and the ſovereign of 
the faithful, on whoſe nod depends the fate 


of nations, and for whoſe fmiles the greareſt 


beauties of the univerfe languiſn with deſire, 
look with ſuch 'complacency on a reptile of 
the duſt, or throw away his regard on one 
alienated heart, but let him leave his ſlave, 
who is unworthy of his notice, to her own 
unhappy fate, till death put a period to her 
life and miſery at once Upon hearing this 
account of the conſtancy of Selima, and that 
for my ſake ſhe had rejected the preferred 


' vows of the emperor of Perſia, I burit into a 


mingled tranſport of love and gratitude, of joy 
and grief, then ee myſelf to the ſu- = * 
preme lord of the univerſe, as the witneſs of. - 

our plighted engagements, © Merciful Al- 
lab,” cried I, who admidſt the wonder- 
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ful and often unaccountable diſpenſations of 
thy providence ſheweſt a ſpecial regard to 
the happineſs of the upright and the juſt, do 
thou grant*that our mutual vows may be 
crowned with ſucceſs, and that as our hearts 
are irrevocably joined our fates and fortunes 
may be inſeparably united“ But I interrupt 
your relation,” ſaid l ; © be fo good as to 


c“ inform me, how the Sophy bore the mortih- 
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cation of his ſſighted love?“ He appeared,” 
replied Obeyd, to feel ſome reſentment from 
the wound which Selima had given to his 
pride, and expreſſed the utmoſt uneaſineſs as 
finding that his paſſion had met with no other 
return but that of indifference and averſion, 
He ſaid, he was not ignorant, that her af- 
fections were pre-engaged, and that he knew 
upon whoſe account all his vows and promiſ- 
es were diſregarded'; but he bid her conſider, 
that as he would never reſign the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe charms, of which the emperor of Perſia 
alone was worthy, to any potentate upon 
earth, much leſs to one of his own flaves 
whether it were not better to liſten to his ſuit, 
and by doing fo, enjoy both empire and love, 
than to rouſe the fury of his luſt and revenge, 
which might prove equally fatal to herſelf 
and her lover.” Onuttering theſe words, he 
went out of the room ſome what haſtily and 
abrupily, leaving Selima overwhelmed with 


grief, which affected me ſo ſenſibly, that I 


could not help mingling my ſighs: and tears 


with hers. But as mere [ſympathy with 
the misfortunes of others, though pleaſing to 
the ſufferers, is of little conſequence with- 
out ſome exertion for their relief, I have 


never ceaſed, ſince ] firſt became acquaint- 


ed with her, to employ my invention in 
deviſing the means of her eſcape, and Pro- 
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vidence ſeems now by your unexpected ar- 
rival in this place, to favour us wih an 


opportunity of effectuating it. I have al- 


ready concerted a rude plan for this pur- 
poſe, which I will communicate to you at 
our next interview. My duty, at preſent, 
requires my attendance in the haram: to- 
morrow evening you may expect me to call 
for you at your own lodgings, 'I hen bid- 
ding me good night, he left me without 
allowing me time, either to expreſs my 
gratitude for his generous offices, or to aſk 
him to untold the ſcheme he had concerted 
for accompliſhing the deliverance of Seli- 
ma, | 


% My mind was in too much agitation to 
admit of my enjoying any ſleep that night, 
My imagination, naturally fanguine, flattered. 
me with a proſpect of yet recovering the ſole 
object of my affections; and I ſpent the 
night in golden dreams of my future feli— 
city and in anxious expectation of a viſit 
from Obeyd, whom I confidered as the per- 


ſon deftined to fulfill all my wiſhes. - 


„ Obeyd, punctual to his time, called next 
evening at my lodgings ; and finding me in 
a muſing poſture, Rouſe yourſelf,” ſaid 
he, Rhedi, from thoſe deliriums of love 
into which you are lulled by your paſſion 
for Selima. The preſent juncture is the hour 
of danger, the criſis of action and enter- | 
prize, and muſt not be waſted in thoſe 
pleaſing but deluſive reveries, which abſorb 
the faculties in uſeleſs contemplation of ideal 


felicity, while they ſhould be braced for a 


vigorous exertion and employed in provid- 
ing againſt thoſe diſaſtrous contingencies, 
2 | which 
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* which may blaſt the faireſt bloſſoms in the 
garden of hope.” ——<© I felt the juſtneſs of 
the rebuke, and awaking as it were from 
the delicious dream which I had been in- 
dulging, I ftarted, up on my feet, and em- 
bracing Obeyd with all the ardour of the moſt 
affectionate gratitude, © Your reproaches, my 

friend,“ faid I, are juſt; but the en- 
chantment that locked up my faculties, is 
broke at once by the force of your remon- 
ſtrances; I this moment ſhake off the indo- 
lence wich which, you charge me, and ſtand 
prepared for engaging in any enterprize, 
howeyer perilous, tor accomplithing the ob- 
jet of my wiſhes,” Liſten then,” replied 
he, © to the ſcheme which for this purpoſe I 
am going to communicate to thee. | 


«6c 


I told Selima to-day, that as ſhe appeared 
% to have an unſurmountable averſion to the 
«« Sophy, and had no proſpect of ever being 
% united to Rhedi, I hoped ſhe would forgive 
« me, if I tock the liberty to recommend a 
« friend of mine to her as a lover, who was ir- 

reſiſtibly ſtruck with her charms, and would 
hazard his life to effectuate her deliverence. 
L aſſured her, that he was one of the moſt a- 

greeable and accompliſhed men I had ever 
feen; that I was perſuaded, ſhe would be of 
the ſame opinion when ſhe had become ac- 
quainted with him; and that therefore, if 
ſhe would give me leave, I would find means 
to introduce him to her this evening. To 
this propoſal ſhe gave juſt ſuch an anſwer as 
« I expected from her. She told me that ſhe 
« was forry to diſcover her miſtake, that till 
« then ſhe had always conſidered me as her 
« friend; that ſhe was now however ſufficiently 
“convinced of the contrary, and deſired I would 
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talk to her no more upon ſuch a ſubjeR, other- 


wiſe ſhe would inſtantly acquaint the Sophy 
of my intended treachery, who would not 
fail to inflict the puniſhment due to ſuch in- 


fidelity. She added, that as I knew her 


heart was 1rrevocably attached to you, it 
was intolerable preſumption-and inſolence in 
me to propoſe to her another lover; then aſ- 
ſuming a ſevere_and menacing air, Be 
gone, ſaid ſhe, this moment from my 
preſence, unworthy as thou art either of my 
confidence or eſteem, and take care never to 
mention thy friend to me as a lover, if thou 
wiſheſt to avoid the effects of my reſentment 


and revenge. 


„ 'Though I appeared to be greatly abaſhed 
and diſconcerted by the ſeverity of this re- 
buke, and immediately left her apartment, 
I determined to proſecute my plan, and as 


you are the perſon whom I intend to intro- 


duce to her as a lover, I expect that you 


will act your part properly: ſince the unra- 


veling of the plot wil! produce the moſt a- 
greeable dedeption to Selima, which ſhe e- 
ver experienced, I hope i ſhall be forgiven 
by you both for uſing a little innocent artifice 


in the conduct of it. 


« As J anticipated in my imagination the 


mutual raptures which would be the conſe- 
quence of the elucidation of the plot, I en- 


tered cagerly into it, and promiſed that. I 
would act my part to his ſatisfaction, deſir- 
ing he would acquaint me in what manner 
he propoſed I ſhould perform it.“ Within 


two hours, ſaid he, when it is dark, | 
will ſend you a ſuit of cloaths belonging to- 
one of the eunuchs, careſully packed up, 
B | « wihhet 


5 


. a _- 8 n 4 - A 
” Y Y a 
J 


— 
. * 2 * r I 


64 
66 
66 
64 
66 
66 


«Cc 


«c 


=T; 


66 
«6 
16 
cc 
«c 
«Cc 
«i 


64 


cc 
«c 


66 
E 
40 


cc 
«Cc 


66 
. C6 


66 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


R HB ( 55 


which you will put on, remembering: to 
bring your own, packed yp in the ſame man- 
ner, under your arm, and come without 
fear to the gate of the palace: your diſguiſe 
will impoſe upon the guards, and procure 
your admiſſion. As ſoon as I perceive you 
approaching, I will call upon you by the 
name of ſome of the eunuchs, deſiring you to 
quicken your pace, as if your attendance 
were immediately wanted, and having fol- 
lowed me into a room adjoining to the ap- 
parment of Selima, I will furniſh you with 
another ſuit, in which you are to appear be- 
fore the enchantreſs of your ſoul. With re- 
gard to the other eircumſtances, you may 
are them to me to manage, as time and 
exigencies may require,” 


« Having given me theſe inſtructions, he 


cc lefr me immediately, and in about c O 


hours after, according to his promiſe, he 
ſent me the cloaths of an eunuch wrapped up 
as he had told me, and arraying myſelf in 
my new habit at the ſame time that | folded 
up my own, as I bad been, directed, I ſet 

out without loſs of time for the palace, 
where I readily obtained admittance, and 
being recognized at a diſtance by Obeyd, 
who was watching my approach, he called 
out to me to make haſte, as I was juſt now 


wanted by one of the ladies of the haram. 


I obeyed the call without delay, and follow- 
ing-Obeyd with a mixed emotion of hope, 
fear, and joy, I at laſt arrived at an apart- 
ment adjoining to the one that I was told 
was poſſeſſed by Sel;:ma. On .enteringthrs 


apartment, Obeyd pointed out to me. 4 ſuft 
C6” 
66 


of  cloaths, which, from the fineneſs of the 
veſture and richneſs, of the embroidery, I 
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perceived to belong to the Sophy.” © Ex- 
change once more the garb which you now 
wear, for that which 1 preſent you with,” 
taid he; 4 you ſhall have the honour to 
appear in the habit of the Sophy, and you 
ſhall, in a little, enjoy a happineſs which 
the Sophy himſelf, with all - his power and 
grandeur, could never attam. 'You will 
likewiſe derive another advantage from this 
garb, and that is, that it will ſcreen you 
from any unreaſonable intruſion during your 


conference with Selima.“ 


“ Being arrayed in this magnificent habit, 
I followed Gbeyd into the apartment of 
Selima As I advanced, the palpitation of 
my heart redoubled, an univerſal tremor 
ſeized my nerves, and I was ſcarce able, 


with all the fortitude and preſence of mind 1 


could muſter up, to ſuſtain the eharacter 
had affumed with any degree of dignity. 
Obeyd having opened the door of the room, 
Jentered, and caſting my eyes around in 
ſearch of the beloved idol of my foul, I ob- 
ſerved her repoling herſelf on a ſopha, wrap- 
ped in penſive melancholy, and exhibiting in 
her countenance an air of deep dejection and 
grief that penetrated iny heart. As I ap- 
proached to the ſopha on which Selima re- 
.clined; the roſe up haſtily, believing me to 
be the Sophy, and proſtrated herfelt. before 
me. At that inſtant Obeyd re-entered the 
room, and coming up to Selima,” “ As I 
knew the addreffes of the emperor, madam, 
to be fo diſagreeable to you, I aſked your 
permiſſion to introduce another lover to 
you; who, I was perſuaded, would be 
more ſucceſsful in his endeavours to gain 


your af#:Qions; but you perliſted in refu- 
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* ſing to liſten to my requeſt. I have ventur- 
* ed, however to diſobey your orders, but 
hope you will forgive my tranſgreſhon, as 
„Jam willing to pawn my life that, the 
*«/ perſon whom I have the honour to intro- 
* duce to you, will have the good fortune 

to win thoſe affections which the Sophy ſo- 
5 licited in vain; and though he at preſent 
appears in a garb. that is calculated rather to 
* inſpire fear than confidence, and rather a-. 
vertion than love, I have not the leaſt doubt 
++ that when the diſguiſe, which he now wears, 
is removed, you will no more regret the 
* loſs of your Rhedi” * Obeyd then plucking 
* off the maſk which he had cauſed me to 
* throw over my face, in order to prevent my 
* being known on my entrance into the room.“ 
© Tell me now, Selima,” faid he, whether 
Hor not J have forfeited my life, whieh I yen- 
*© tured to pledge on your acquieſcence in my 
*© choice ol a lover for you.“ Bleſſed Allah!“ 
cried ſhe, it is Rhedi, it is Rhedi himfelf” 
oh She could utter no more Overpower - 
ed with the violent emotions which agitated 
her mind, ſhe fainted away in my. arms, till 
© the tender Obeyd, ſuſpecting the event of 
our interview, applied to her mouth and 
** noſtrils an eſſence of a ſtrong aromatic 
* ſmei}, reſtored her to her ſenſes in a moment. 
* When ſhe had recovered, we embraced 
each other with a rapture which it is impoſ- 
© ſible to expreſs, and continued for ſome time 
* locked in each others arms, while at one 
« time ſhe caſt upon me a look of. the moſt. 
„ bewitching tenderneſs and love, and at ano- | 
„ther, upon Obeyd a look of mingled compla- 
cence and gratitude, that indicated the 
„feelings of her heart; then addrefling her- 
„ ſelf to our common friend and benefactor, 
CE % Kind: 
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Kind and generous Obeyd,” ſaid ſhe, is this 


the lover you have provided for me as a ri- 


val to the Sophy of Perſia, You have given 
me a lover,” added ſhe, ** my worthy friend, 
whom I prefer to all the kings and emperors 


on earth. But tell me, my dear Rhedi, how 
have you made your eſcape from the horri- 


ble, dungeon where I was told you was con- 


fined? and how have you obtained acceſs 


to this place, which you connot but know 
muſt be attended with dreadful and immi- 
nent danger, that makes me ſhudder to think 


« My eſcape frem the dungeon you ſpeak 


of,“ replied I, ©* my dear Selima, I was en- 


abled, through the aſſiſtance of Providence, 


to accompliſh. in a manner which I ſhall af- 
terwards relate to you; acceſs to this place 


was procured me by the addreſs and exerti- 
on of our mutual friend and benefactor who 


who is now before you, a favour that he has 


purchaſed for us at the expence of his own 
life.” 4 Worthy Obeyd,” ſaid Selima, how 
ſhall we be able to thank you in a manner 
ſuitable to the favours you have conferred 
upon us, and to the riſk at which they have 
been purchafed! O continue to heighten our 
obligations and our gratitude, by exerting 
your endeavours in favouring our eſcape 
from this deteſtable place, and then we will 


owe you not only the enjoyment of life but . 


love ;- and you will enjoy the happineſs of 
uniting two of the moſt conſtant hearts which 


were ever formed for each other. I 


would not have engaged in fo perilous an 
undertaking,” rejoined Obeyd, if I had 


not reſolved to endeayour to accompliſh it, 


at whatever riſk, and if I am fo bappy as to 
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ſucceed in it, the reflection of having con- 


tributed to reunite two ſuch faithful lovers, 
will amply compenſate both the labour and 
danger attending on the execution of the de- 
ſign, I muſt further acquaint you, that I 
intend to ſhare . your, fortunes, and to make 


' my, eſcape: along with you from, a court 


where the pre-emunence I have attained has 


become diſtaſteful, and where the office and 


employment in which I am engaged, though 
of conliderable dignity, is often very contra- 
ry to my natural, diſpoſition; and I propoſe 
in ſome ſequeſtered retreat. to lead a retired 
life with you, hoping in the evening of my 
days to reap more ſolid tranquillity and hap» 
pineſs from the purſuit of virtue in the, ſhade 
of privacy, than I haye ever found in the 
glare and buſtle of public lite.” : 


6 This intimation of Obeyd's intention of 
accompanying us in our flight gave both. Se- 
lima and me the greateſt pleaſure, and we 
could not help congratulating. ourſelves on 
the felieity of carrying along with us a man 
whoſe ſociety would be as agreeable as his 


advice would be beneficial tous, He then 
told us, that he would acquaint: us of the 


particulars of his plan of life, after we had 
made our eſcape, and got out of danger; 
that at preſent, CITES as we were with 
perils. on all hands, there was no time to 
be loſt, and that therefore we ſhould endea- 
your. inſtantly, with all imaginable ſecrecy 


and expedition, to make our eſcape, for the 


accompliſhing of. which, he informed us, 
that he had brought ſmall ropes along with 
him, which he propoſed to faſten to the in- 
ſide of the window by means of an iron hook 


that he. had fixed to them, and defired that 


« Selina: 


TY 


111 


* Selima and I would walk into an adjoining clo- 
ſet, from the window of which he was of opi- 
* it would be moſt proper to deſcend. He 
*« adviſed that I ſhould in the firſt place make 
the experiment, that Selima ſhould follow 
* me, as [ conld receive her in my arms at the 
foot of the palace wall, and he himſelf re- 
*« folved to be laſt in making this hazardous 

{© deſcent, The rope was juſt faſtened in the 
manner directed by Obeyd, the window 
as lifted up, and I was prepairing to flide 
„ don into the garden, when an alarm was 
„given from one of the adjoining apartments, 
* and we diſtinctly heard the Sophy calling 


«aloud, in an angry and terrible tone, to ſome 


„ of the eunuchs in waiting, Haſte, ſla ves, 
„ and ſummon the guard this moment to at- 


** tend your maſter into the apartments of 


* 


„ Selima. | : 
Had the terrible Zachis * burſt that mo- 
“ ment through the walls of the haram, armed 
like a meſſenger of wrath, and ready with his 
« uplifted arm to exeeute the purpoſes of divine 
«' vengeance, his appearance could not have 
« ſtruck our hearts with greater conſternation 


* and dread than the yoice of the Sophy ſound- 


ing in our affrighted ears. Both Selima, and 
I, overwhelmed with horror, and petrified by 
* the dreadful accents which we had heard, 


« were for ſome time incapable either of devi- 


ſing or executing a plan for our eſcape. Hap- 


_ * pily for us, Obeyd poſſeſſed a degree of cool- 


** neſs and preſence of inind that in fuch a ſitu- 


ation was perfealy aſtoniſhing. Catching 


* The genius employed in inflicting puniſkmert on the 
guilty. 
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me up inſtantly into his arms, he puſhed me 
out at the window, deſiring me to hold fait 
the rope till I reached the garden, when he 
would let it drop down to me, and adviſing 
me to make uſe of it in ſcaling. the' walls of 
the garden, as a ſearch would propably be 
made for ine; and he afſured me, that he 
would endeavour to contrive the means of 
Selima's eſcape, who along with himſelf he 
hoped would ſoon follow me, and meet me 
at the north-ſide of the garden, either this 
night, or to-morrow about this time. — There 
was no time for deliberation, and | was in too 
much perplexity and terror to be able ro de- 
liberate ; | gave myſelf up therefore 1o1pli- 
citly to the direction of Obeyd, and'catching 
bold of the rope, I ſſid down into the garden 
in an inſtant. As ſoon as I had reached the 
ground, Obeyd immediately looſed the rope, 
and let it drop at the foot of the wall. Hay- 
ing wound it up haſtily, I ftole unperceived 
by any one to the north .wall ot the garden, 
and fixing the hook which was upon the end 
of the rope upon the top of the wall, Jelimb- 
ed up with ſome difficulty ; then changing 
the direction of the hook, by faſtening it on 
the inſide, I ſlid down ſoftly to the ground. 


< | was now ont of the reach of danger; but 


alas! what pleaſure could I derive from the 


contemplation of my own ſafety, while the 
treaſure of my foul was ſhut up in the haram 


of the Sophy of Perſia, and an inſuperable 


bar ſeemed to be placed betwixt us, which 
precluded all hopes of accefs to her? My im- 
agination exhibited the molt dreadful and 
ſhocking ſcenes to my view, I fancied the 
furious Sophy entering the apartments of Se- 
lima with an armed guard: I e 
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the dear creature proſtrate at his feet, the 
angry monarch. leaning over her with a dag- 
ger pointed at her breaſt, demanding the diſ- 
covery of her lover, and threatening her 
with inſtant death, if ſhe refuſed to inform 
him. While theſe horrible images occured to 
my mind, I accuſed myſelf of puũllanimity, 
in providing, for my own ſafety at the ver 

time that Selima was expoſed ro the Sophy's 
rage. How,” ſaid I to myſelf, © could 
I be. ſo daſtardly, as meanly te conſult. my 
< own ſafety, while my beloved Selima was in 
circumſtances of the moſt imminent danger? 
Why did not I ſtay to protect her from the 
violence, or die in her defence?” -I was con- 
vinced however,. upon the ſlighteſt reflection, 
that my ſtaying in the palace a few moments 
longer muſt have been attended with the 
moſt fatal conſequences both to Selima,. 
Obeyd, and myſelf, and that the viſeſt 
courſe I could poſſibly lake, in order to pro- 
vide for our common ſafety, was to comply 
with the inſtructions of Obeyd, by making 


my eſcape with the utmoſt expedition, Every 
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thought, however, of the dangerous ſituation 
of Selima planted a dagger in my heart, 
which was torn by the crue] conflict of con- 
tending paſſions, of love and jealouſy, anx- 
iety and ſuſpence, of hatred and revenge, 
which alternately reigned in my foul in their 
utmoſt fury. In this tumult of the paſhons,. 
my only recourſe was in the care of Provi- 
- dence, and in the caution and addreſs of the 
prudent Obeyd. Bleſſed Allah!“ cried J, 
whoſe providential interpoſition I have ſo 
* ſignally experienced, both in ſuggeſting the 
means of my deliverance from the dungeon 
in which | was confined, and in effeCtuatin 
my late eſcape from the dangers to which 

© was- 
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was e xpoſed in the palace, do thou exert 


thy omnipotent arm in the defence of my be- 
loved Selima, reſtore her inviolate, together: 
with Obeyd our common friend, to the diſ- 


* 1 o 


conſolate Rhedi.“ 


„ While Iwas thus giring vent to the emo- 


tions of my heart, and putting up my fervent 
prayers to heaven tor the protection of Selima. 
and Obeyd in a retired corner without the 
garden walls, where I was, concealed from 
the view of any one that might paſs the way, 
Lheard the bolt of the garden door which was 
next me turned. I ſaw the door open; I ob- 
ſerved two perſons, whoſe appearance I could 
not yet diſtinguith, coming out, and thatting, 
the door after them, and heard them {ſoftly 
whiſpering to each other Hope and fear 
took alternate poſſeſſion of my heart, which 


at one time bounded. with joy at the proſpeet 


of diſcovering the unknown. perſons to be Se- 
lima and Obeyd, at another recoiled with 
dread at the thoughts of a miſtake. I had re- 
flection enough however to lie ſtill in the 
place where I was hid, in expectation of their 
coming nearer me, when I could more diſ- 
tinctly recognize them, What 1 wiſhed for 
happened immediately. Paſſing within a few 
yards of me, I diſcovered, to my inexpreſ— 


ſible mortification, that the perſons whom 1 


had ſeen coming out of the garden were one 
of the ladies of the haram and her lover, who 
had made their eſcape together, and, as I 


 learne: from their converfation, had appoint- 


ed a ſervant with two horſes to meet them 
in a ſpot near to that where I had been con- 
cealed Deeply affected with this cruel diſ- 
appointment, I reſolved to lie quiet in the 
rs where I was till I could remove from 
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it with more ſaſety. In a few minutes after 
the lady and her lover had paſſed by me, I 
heard the bolt of the garden door which was 
next me again turned, and I faw two per- 
ſons, whoſe appearance 1 could not yet dif- 
tinguiſh, come out; who, walking along the 
outfide wall of the garden, approached to- 
warcs the place of my retirement. Having 
advanced a few paces farther, they ſtopped 
and looked around them as if they waited for 
ſomebody. My heart again throbbed with 
expectation, and | was again on the rack of. 
ſuſpence, but had reflection enough to lie 
clole in hopes of making a diſcovery of the 
perſons who were ſo near me, by their diſ- 
courſe. My ſuſpence was removed in an in- 
ſtant, by hearing one of them ſay to the o- 
ther, © It is in vain for us to expect to ap- 
prehend Selima's lover, he has eſcaped under 
tavour of the night, and will defy our 
ſearch:“ We muſt obey the orders we have 


' received however, replied the other, and 


continue our ſearch in the track pointed out 
to us.” They then walked forward, paſſing 


within a few- yards of me, while I lay ftill, 


congratulating myſelf upon the eſcape I had 
made, though I had ſtill apprehenſions of 
their returning the ſame way, and, by ſtep- 
ping a little off the road, of their ſtumbling 
over me in the place where I lay, in which 
caſe I was determined to make the beit 


defence I was able, with a dagger which 


I had under my cloaths, and which was 
the only weapon I had. While I was 
revolving the danger of my fituation, I 
heard the claſhing of ſwords at: a little 
diſtance, and it immediately occurred to 
my mind, that the two perſons ſent in 
ſearch of me, had come up with the lady _ 
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her lover, who had lately paſſed! this way. 


 Inlligated by the defire, which in a greater or 


leſs degree is felt by every one poſſeſſed of 
the ſlighteſt ſpark of generoſity of ſentiment, 


of interpoſing in defence of the weaker party 


againſt the aſſaults of thote who intend their 

deitruction, . and touched with the ſtrongeſt 
ſenſations of ſympathy on account of the 
danger of the unhappy fair, ſenſations which 
were probably heightened by the reſemblance 
of their ſituation to my own, I ſtarted up in 


an inſtant, and determined to exert” the ut- 


moſt of my intereſt and ſkiil in their favour ; 
1 ruthcd. towards the place where I heard 
the claſhing of the ſwords; but was at once 
ſtopped in my career by a loud call from fe- 
veral perſons behind me to take the young 
man, if poſſible, 'alive; and by a ſhout o 


exultation which 1 heard, I concluded he was 


taken. Struck as I was with confternation. 
and pity, I had juſt reflection enough to con- 
ſult my own reform ina caſe where I was 
conſcious my interpoſition could be of no 


avail; as by this time I could perceive'an 


armed guard coming up as faſt as they were 


able. Turning | haſtily aſide therefore, I 
clapped cloſe to the ground: among the buſh- 
es, where I had before lain concealed, and 


„ waited. the iſſue of this dangerous adventure 


with a throbbing heart. 1 had ſcarce taken 


the neceſſary precautions for ſecuring my- 


ſelf from the view of the party which I had 


ſeen coming up, when L obſerved them to the 


number of eight perſons, all armed, run 
quickly by me without ſeeming to have the 


leaſt ſuſpicions of my being there, and 
meeting their companions by the way with 


the unfortunate young man and women whom 


they had ſeized, they all returned together 
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to the palace. After the guard were re- 


moved a conſiderable diſtance from me, I 


begun to ruminate on the incident of which 


«c 


cc 


I had been a witneſs, and though I could 
not help feeling the ſtrongeſt commiſeration 


* for the lover and his miſtreſs, upon account 
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ting the eſcape both of her and Obeyd. 


ing out and returnin 


of the deplorable fate to which they would 
be ſubjected, yet I began to perceive with 
an emotion of joy blended with pity for the 
unhappy ſufferers, that the apprehenſion of 
theſe, by convincing the Sophy of Selima's 
Innocence, and  confequently of flackening 
his vigilance, might be a means of facilita- 
I 
continued therefore to lie cloſe in my place, 


* eagerly watching for their appearance, 


though without much hope. of being bleffed 
with a fight of them at that time, till the ap- 


-proach of dawn obliged me to leave m 


ſtation, and after ſauntering ſometime throu 
the ſtreets of Iſpahan where I was in leaſt 
hazard of being known, I went into one of 


the cara ranſeras of the city, where I ſpent 


the day in much inquietude and anxiety 
a bout the fate of Selima and Obeyd; and 
at night returning to the north ſide of the 
garden adjoining to the haram, I took my 
paſt of obſervation. in the place where JI 
had been the night before. After waiting 


about two hours I heard the garden door 


once more turning upon its hinges, and look- 
ing earneftly towards it I ſaw a perſon peep- 
again, as if afraid to 
A little after I obſerved 


venture farther. 


© two perſons come out of the door, and walk 


cloſe by the outſide wall of the · garden, while 
they ſometimes ftood looking around them 
as if they apprehended themſelves in —_ | 
of being diſcovered, at other times ſoſtly 
« whiſpering 
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whiſpering to each other, though they were 
not as yet near enough to he heard. The 


ſame paſſions, which the night before had 
agitated my heart with ſuch violence, again 
reſumed their empire, and kept me once 
more on the rack of ſuſpence. To this tor- 
turing ſuſpence however ſucceeded in a little 
the moſt tranſporting joy, on hearing the 
lady as ſhe paſſed near me ſaying, in a low 
tone of voice, Alas, my Rhedi is gone, 


and he will not know where to find us.” She 
had ſcarce uttered theſe words, when ſpring- 
ing up in an inſtant from the place where I 


had hid myſelf, 1 went up haſtily, but ſoftly, 
to her, and ſeizing her hand, Thy Rhedi,” 
ſaid 1 -whiſpering - to her, is fil here, 
and has been anxiouſly waiting for his love- 
ly Selima; praiſe be to Allah who has onee 
more united them and given them fo faithful 
a friend {ſqueezing the hand of Obeyd) for a 
companion in their flight“ —“ Selima tranſ- 
ported at the ſudden and in ſome meaſure 
unexpected interview, could ſcarce reſtrain 
the joy ſhe felt within any moderate bounds; 
but Obeyd canutioning us to beware of giv- 
ing vent ſo unſeaſonably to the emotions of 
our hearts, we recollected ourſelves im- 
mediately and reſtrained their indulgenee. 


„ then told Obeyd, as we walked along, 
the various ſcenes I had been a witneſs of. 


I acquainted him of my difcoyery of one of 


the ladies of the haram and her paramour, of 
the manner in which they were apprehended 


by the guard, and of the narrow -eſcape 1 


myſelf had made by lying concealed among 
buſhes juſt by the fide of the road, _— 
which they went. Both your eſcape and 
ours, replied Obeyd, has been wender- 
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ful; in the mean time let us proceed to the 
place of our deſtination as expeditiouſſy as 
poſſible, and we will then moralize upon the 
circumitances of our eſcape with gratitude to 
Allah, who has hitherto eonducted us 
through ſurrounding perils.“ "Then fetching 
a circuit along the bank of the Zenderoudk, 
we arrived 4t a houſe in the extremity of the 
city, which Obeyd told us was inhabited by 
one of the name of {Rafchid, in whom he 
could thoroughly confide, and where he ſaid 
he had ordered camels to be in readineſs for 
us at a minute's warning. When we had got 


into the houſe, Obeyd communicated to us 


the-particulars of the plan he had concerted 
for e eſcape, and for preventing 
our being diſeovered in the courſe of our in- 


tended journey. He told us that Mount A- 


rarat on the confines of Perſia and Armenia 
was the deſtined period of our travels; that 


there lived a venerable hermit in that moun- 


tain, the intimate friend of his father Am- 
roud, and to whoſe excellent inſtructions he 


„ himſelf was indebted: for the firſt rudiments 
-of virtue, with whom they could lead a tran- 
quil and retired life, and that the ſafeſt way 
of proceeding upon their journey towards the 


place of their deftination was for all of them 
to aſſume the character and habit of Arme- 


nian merchants travelling with the commodi- 
ties of Perſia to their own country. He ad- 


ded, that he had provided the dreſs requiſite 
to each of us, together with ſeveral bales of 
fiik, which were to load our camels, and 
that it was neceſſary we ſhould array our- 


ſelves in the new habits he had provided for 
us, and ſet out immediately. When Selima 


heard of the diſguiſe which Obeyd deſired 


her to aſſume, ſhe diſcovered a ſtrong reluèt- 


« ance 


by giving me a relation of ! it. 
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ance to the propoſal from the natural modeſ- 
ty and feminine delicacy of her, mind; but 
on my expoſtulating with her a little, and 

ewing the abſolute neceſſity of complying 


with it for our common fafety, ſhe 4greed to 


yield ro our mutual deſires. While Obevd 
and I were equipping ourſelves in the habit 
of Armenian merchants, Selima having retir- 
ed to another room for the ſame purpoſes, 
anxious to know the manner in which the and 
Obeyd eſcaped from the palace environed 
with ſuch- dreadful danger as [ left them in, 
J intreated the latter to gratify my curioſity 


: 


« Our eſcape,” replied Obey; « was e 
tuated by a concurrence of circumſtanges 
which ſhewed a particular interpoſition of 
Allah in our favour. 
45 After the alarm that was given by Al- 
malek, which threw us all into ſuch conſter- 
nation ; the firit thing | thought of was the 

removing you out 6f the way, being, ſenſible 
that your being diſcovered in the haram 
would have terminated in the deſtruction of 
us all. Having happily accompliſhed this 
object by letting you down with a rope into 


the garden, I flipr into my own apartments, 


which were not far from thoſe of Selima, by 
a private door, as faſt as poflible, and roſh- 
ing out again, as if alarmed by the noiſe, 
and in obedience to the haſty call of the So- 
phy, I was met on the top of the ſtair by the 
Sophy himſelf, who called to his guards, ſe- 
eral of whom were, by that time, aroun 
him to ſecure the traitor, pointing to de; 
and then, ſelecting four of the ſtouteſt and 
moſt faichful of his e he- defi red 


c them 
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“them inſtantly to attend him into the appart- 
« ments of Selima, carrying me along with 
% them, who was now alarmed with the appre- 
« henſions both of Selima's danger, and my own: 
„] began to dread that you had been diſcovered 
« in the diſguiſe of an eunuch, by ſome perſon 
Who had given information of your being ad- 
«.mitted in that diſguiſe into the haram, and 
„ though I was in hopes of your effectuating 
* your entire eſcape, yet | was afraid that the 
„ information which Almalek had received, 
* would impreſs him with ſuch a conviction of 
“ Selima's guilt and mime, as to determine him 
to order. ns both to be put to inſtant death. 
« Dangerous as my own ſituation was, I trem- | 
<« bled ior the fate of the unhappy Selima. - 


\ 


The enraged Sophy, marching forwards to 
„ her apartments with a drawn ſabre in his 
© hand, burit at once into the room where ſhe 
Was, and was immediately followed by bis. 
„guards, conducting me as their priſoner. 
« When they entered the room Selina was ly- 
ing on a ſopha, overwhelmed with grief and 
*« deſpair, caſting her eyes, which expreſſed a 
„ kind of wild horror, on Almelek, who was 
« approaching to her with the ſword in his 
« hand: ſhe threw herſelf forward on the floor 
« as ſhe attempted to riſe, and fainted away at 
« the fight. The Sophy, holding the ſword ſtill 
% ſuſpended over her head while ſhe ly proſ- | 
« trate at his feet, © Think not, ſaid he, * baſe 
« wretch {with a ſtern countenance, his eyes 
« ſparkling with fury) by a real or pretended 

__ « ſwoon. to eſeape the puniſhment due to a miſ- 
„ creant who has polluted the haram of the So- 
« phy of Perſia by her ſcandalous amonrs :” 
«Then turmng to the guards, Be quick 
«© faves,” ſaid e, Fand ſearch every corner 
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in theſe apartments for the villain who ha; 


dared facrilegiouſly to enter theſe forbidden 
walls, that l may blaſt him at once with the 
lightning of my indignation,” Atter fearch- 
ing every where in vain, one of the eunuchs, 
whoſe name was Mahmud, whom I: bad pu- 
niſhed ſome time before for his conni vance at 
the amours of one of the ladies of the haranr, 
and who ſince that time had, it ſeems, 


watched for an opportunity of taking re- 


venge, coming into the room haſtily at that 
inſtant, and proſtrating himſelf before the 
Sophy, © Let the ſovereign of the kings of 


the earth,” ſaid he, + whoſe» diſcerning eye 


explores with infallible perſpicacity the plots 
of his enemies, and. whoſe foot tramples on 
the neck of arrogance, condeſcend to liſten 
to the infer mation of his ſlave. 1 he perſon 
who, according to the intelligence J gave 
thee, had audaciouſly entered the apartments 


of the haram, is not to be found at preſent 


within theſe walls, but has made his eſcape, 
as | am aſſured, from one of the windows 
by a rope into the garden.“ 


« Almalek having got this intimation of your 

eſcape, ordered the captain of the guard, 
who was named Aſhraf, to fend out different 
parties that moment to ſearch the garden and 


to ſcour the roads and fields in the neighbours 


hood, and to bring you to him if poſſible 
alive. Then turning to me, As for thee, 
thy tres cherous and abhorred flave,“ ſaid he, 
be aſſured that the fevereſt tortures ſhall 
be inflicted upon thee and upon that aban- 
doned women, whoſe intrigues thou hatt ar- 
tempted to palliate. 'T hy textures are only” 
reſpited til] to-morrow on purpose to heign⸗ 


ten them by anticipation, aud to give ine 


-expreſſion, that would preclu 


1 H W 
for apprehending the accomplice of thy 
crimes, that I may let fly the bolts of my in- 


dignation againſt you all at once.“ A denial 


of the crimes with which I had been im- 


peached, would at any rate, in the eireum- 


ſtances I was Hlaced in, have been an unpro- 


Without attempting there- 


fore any vindication of my conduct, 1 proftra- 
ted myſelf before the Sophy in token of my 


ſubmiſſion! to this ſentence, but Almalek 
ſpurning me from him, ordered two of the 
guards to keep me” ſecure in my own cham- 
bers; and having given the charge of Selima 
to ſome of the eunuchs who were preſent, he 


left the room in a rage. 


.« All. this time 1 continued in a ſwoon, 


and as there was now no proſpect either be- 
fore her eves or mine, but death in its moſt 
hideous form, I earneſtly prayed, that ſlie 
might pats off in one of theſe fainting fits, 
and by that means diſappoint the crue] a 
poſes of the tyrant, 


„What happened to her after I was carried 
away, I cannot indeed diſtinctly inform you 
of. She berſelf has ſince told me., that ſhe 


relapſed from one ſwoon into another, -that 


when ſhe recovered ſhe was for ſome time 


delirious, and that ſhe could only remember 
that ſhe now and then uttered your name and 
:mplored your aid and mine. 


„Though I had no > hopes of our deliver- 


ance, I was afraid that Selima in the phren- 
zy of her grief and deſpair mig pt drop ſome 
e even the 


poſſibility of it. When I was ſhut up all a- 
lone ay own | chamber, under cuſtody. of 
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the guard that was ſet over me, and began 


to ruminate on the dreadful circumſtances of 
our fate, my imagination anticipated all its 
horrors, -and I recoiled at the view of them 
as one recoils from the brink of ſome tre- 
mendous precipice. | 


„Had it been my deſtiny to ſuffer, alone, | 
could have ſuftained the tortures intended for 


me with ſome degree of fortitude ; but when 
I conſidered that by my indiſcreet counſel, 


however well meant, I had involved Selima 
and you in all the horrors of my fate, my 
ſoul was overwhelmed with a weight of mi- 
ſery which J was utterly unable to bear. 
While I was reflecting on the calamities 1 
was like to be the inſtrument of entailing on 


Selima and you, with an anguiſh that tortur- 


ed and wrung my heart, I heard a ſhout in 
the garden, and in a moment after it was 
proclaimed through the haram, that the lover 
of Selima was taken. Theſe dreadful tidings 
conſummated my miſery ; the moſt alarming 
fears were according to my apprehenſion now 
changed into the moſt frightful realities; and 
| experienced at this moment the ſevereſt 


pangs which can agitate and tear the human 


heart. Bleſſed Allah! what a tide of jo 
was diffuſed over. my ſoul, on hearing it de- 
clared the very next moment, that the per- 
ſon who was apprehended was not the lover 
of. Selima, but another, who was caught 
without the walls of the garden with one ef 


the ladies of the haram. 


4 My mind nnderwent at onge a ſudden tran- 
ſition from the moſt excruciating grief to the 


moſt rapturous joy, and I foreſaw with an 
inexpreſſible pleaſure, that the ſuſpicions 
8 D | which 
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which the Sophy had entertained of Selima's 


infidelity and of my treachery would now, 


probably, by this providential diſcovery be 


wholly removed; that the machinations of 


Mahmud to my prejudice would be diflipa- 


ted, and the vengeance he had meditated a- 
gainſt me would recoil with aggravated 
weight on his own head, | offered up my 
gratetul- acknowledgements to Allah for this 
ta vourable turn in the crifis of our fate, and 
fervently 1mplored his aid in conduQing it 


to a happy iſſue. 


« While I was indulging the moſt tranſport- 
ing hopes of a fortunate cataſtrophe to an 
event ſo intereſting to me, I once more heard 
the Sophy, but in a leſs terrible tone than 
ſornierly, calling upon the guard who had 
me in cuſtody to releaſe me, and deſiring me 


to attend him into the apartments of Selima, 


to which he himſelf led the way. Preſaging 
agreeable tidings, both from the tone of his 
voice, and from his order to releaſe me, I 
eagerly ſprung forward, and followed the 
Sophy to the place to which I was direct- 


ed. 


« In the mean time Selima, having the one 
moment heard the melancholy news re-echo- 
ing through the palace that her lover was ſeiz- 
ed, the next that it was not her lovey, but 
another young man who was found with one 
of the ladies of the haram without the garden 
walls, experienced trom theſe different relati- 
ons the extremes of the moſt 1 grief 


= . . * S 
and the moſt tranſporting joy For ſome time 


indeed the exceſs of both, by throwing her in- 


to one {ſwoon after another, had almoſt de- 
prived her of all ſenſation of either ; but af- 
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ter recovering from theſe, her feelings became 


exquiſite; though happily both for her and 
me, her attendants had miſtaken the violent 
grief ſhe at one time expreſſed upon your ac- 
count for the natural language ot her own ſuf- 
ferings, aggravated by the thoughts of partipg 


with you, and the raptures of joy ſhe diſco- 


vered at another for the exultation ſhe might 
be ſuppoſed to feel, at the proſpect of deliver- 
ance from the calamities to which ſhe was 
expoſed. Intimation however being ſent her 
ot the Sophy's intended viſit, ſhe was compoſ- 
ed into a decent tranquility. before his arri- 
val Upon his entrance into the room, Seli- 
ma was going to proſtrate herſelf ; but Alma- 
lek going up to her immediately, prevented 
her, and taking her by the hand, Forgive, 
ſaid he, © lovely Selima, the injury I have 
done thee, in ſuppoſing thee guilty of a crime 
of which I now believe thee to be incapable. 
The treſpaſs which I unjuſtly attributed to 
thee, | am now fatisfied has been commited 
by one of the ladies of the haram, whom, to- 
gether with the vile ſlave her deteſted parra- 
mour, J am determined to puniſh in the moſt 
exemplary manner. The only reparation I 
can make for the injurious ſuſpicions I lately 
entertained of thee, is to doom to death the 
wretch who dared to aſperſe thine unſpotted 
charracter, which I have already done. 
Then addreſſing himſelf to me, © Faithful 
Obeyd, ſaid he, © whoſe integrity I have 
often proved, let thy conduct be always as 
free from the ſtains of infidelity and treache - 
ry as it has been manifeſted to be upon this 


„ caſion, and thou ſhalt have no reaſon to 


ec 


« authority and offices; to thy charge I com- 


complain of the influence of thine enemies to 


thy prejudice. I now reinſtate thee in thy 
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mit the treaſure of my ſoul; and remember 
that I depend upon thine aſſiduous endeavours 


to ſooth my enchanting fair one into a com- 


pliance with my wiſhes.” I urning again to 


+ Selima, whoſe hand he ſoftly ſqueezed and 


kiſſed, with an air of tenderneſs. F arewe],” 
ſaid he, © for the preſent, my dear Selima, 
I leave thee under the care of Obeyd, whom 


I know to be the moft acceptable attendant 


could efter, and whom 1 hope to find a 
ſucceſsſul advocate in favour of Almalek.“ 
Selima having thanked the Sophy in the 
moſt reſpectful manner for his courteſy in 
leaving me for her attendant, and | having 
taken that opportunity of proftrating myſelf 


before him, and cf making my humble ack- 


nowledgements for his goodneſs towards me, 
he took his leave of Selima, and left us to- 


„ Yeu will eaſily conceive the tranſports of 


joy we both felt, on finding ourſelves left 
alone at entire liberty, without a ſpy upon 
our actions, or the leaſt ſuſpicion of our de- 
ſigns; and you will readily imagine that we 
did not Joſe much time in concerting the plan 
of our efcape, As it is always difagreeable 
to a generous mind to diſappoint the expec- 
tations of thole who truſt io our fidelity, I 
will acknowledge, that the reflection on the 
breach of confidence we were going to com- 
mit by our elopement gave me ſome degree 


* of uneaſmeſs, and had the Sophy had any 


ratural right to confine us in his haram, 
againſt our inclinations, and ſubject us to his 
will, it would have been criminal to violate 


the truſt repoſed in us: but as no man can 


have any ſuch right over others, we ſound 
no diticulty about the unlawfulneis of the 
” „ nan 5; 


60 


cc 


6 


% 


R Pp B 

| FT 77 
action; and we were too intent upon reco- 
vering our liberty, and rejoining our friend 
to hetitate a moment about our reſolution. 


told Selima, however, that as it was now 


near the approach of dawn and the report of 


your elopement, and the apprehenſion of 
Khoſroff and Zoſima had ſpread a general 
alarm through the haram, we might be dif- 
covered by ſome of the eunuchs or women, 
who perhaps were not yet recovered from 
their fright ſo far as to compoſe themſelves for 
ſleep; ſhould we attempt to make our eſcape 
that night; and that it would be more pru- 
dent to defer our elopement till to-morrow 
about midnight, when I did not doubt of find 
ing you without the north wall of the garden, 
according tothe direction I had given you. 
Selima, though on the rack of impatience to 


accompliſh our eſcape, readily acquieſced in 


this propoſed delay, and we both waited with 
the utmoſt anxiety for the approach of night. 


In the mean time the Sophy, whoſe love 
and attention to Selima ſeemed to have been 
redoubled, ſince his ſuſpicions of her infideli- 
ty were removed, ſent an eunuch to her next 
forenoon, aſking permiſſion to pay his reſpeQs 
to her. | 1 


© 'Though Selima was really much hurt by 


the flutter and agitation of her ſpirits, occaſi- 


oned by the ſudden tranſports ſhe had felt of 
grief and joy in their utmoſt extremes, I ad- 
viſed her to receive his viſit, asit was pro- 
bable that the Sophy, obſerving her in ſuch 
diſtreſs, would ſoon leave her apartments. It 
happened juſt according to my conjecture. _ 
Almalek, greatly concerned for Selima's 
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health, left her in a ſkort time, ordering ſe- 
veral of his phyſicians to attend her; but Se- 
lima having expreſſed a deſtre to be left alone, 
they retired, after adminiſtering a few cordi- 
als, which were of ſome ſervice to her ; and 
we concerted together the plan of our eſcape. . 


As I did not chooſe to attempt to procure 
ropes for faciliating our eſcape, leſt I thould 
by any means excite a ſuſpicion of our inten- 
tion, I ſupplied the want of them by a ſtrata- 
gem, Having cut the cordage from the ſo- 
phas and the chairs in the room, I tied them 
together, and having, after all the inhabitants 
of the haram were afleep, faſtened them to 
one of the windows, I flid down by their 
means into the garden, and Selima following 
my example, I received her without any hurt 


into my arms; then walking together through 


the moſt private avenues of the garden, we 
came to the north door, and having opened it 
with the key which I had taken care to pro- 
cure for the purpoſe, we found you, to our. 
inexpreſſible joy, waiting for us on the out- 
fide of the wall. 


« And now Rhedi,” ſaid the pious Obeyd, 
let thy diſcerning eye trace out, and thy 
grateful heart adore the gracious interpoſition 
of Allah, both in the contrivance and con- 
duct of the various circumſtances: that faci- 
litated our eſcape. bd | 


© 'Thou ſtoodſt on the hair-breadth of peril, 
and Selima and I hung upon the brink of de- 
ſtruction, when the tremendous voice of Al- 
malek burſt upon our ears, ſummoning his 
guards to attend him into the very room fron. 
which thou waſt to deſcend into the garden. 
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Hadſt thou delayed making thy deſcent one 


minute longer, we had all been involved in 
one common ruin; thy danger without the 
garden walls was no leſs imminent than in 
the haram. Hadſt thou not at the time when 


thou waſt running up to the aſſiſtance of the 


diſtreſſed lovers, happened at ſome diſtance 
to obſerve the reſt of the guards advancing 


to ſupport their companions, or had any of 


thoſe guards happened to ſtep aſide a liitle 
from the track in which they ſet out, and 
ſtumble upon the place where thou waſt con- 
cealed,. thou hadſt infallibly been ſeized 
and certain death would have been the por- 
tion both of thee and thy friends. | 


© But the various circumſtances which con- 
curred. to favour the eſcape both of Selima 
and me indicated the interpoſition of Allah 
in too remarkable a manner. to be overlook= 
ed. e 


% Zofima, one of the ladies of the haram, 
whom thou ſaweſt apprehended with her 
lover Khoſroff Khan, having for the ſake of 
that lover, and in order to obtain a releaſe 
from her confinement, attempted to poiſon the 
Sophy, from whom ſhe had received the moſt 
4 favours, and having been 
ſtrongly ſuſpected of ſuch an intention by one 
of the eunuchs, from whom 1 had the relation, 
ſhe determined, in order to avoid the danger 
that threatened her, to elope if poſſible with 


| Khoſroff, whom ſhe had brought into the 


haram in diſguiſe. They had made their 
eſcape, it ſeems, a few minutes after you; 
but they had eſcaped from the haram un- 
difcovered : you was the perſon, it appears, 
who was obſerved to deſcend by a rope into 
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the garden; you was the cauſe of that terri- 
ble alarm raiſed by the Sophy, when he 
ſummoned his guards to attend him; and 
you was the only one whom thoſe guards 
were ſent in queſt of, and whom Almalek 


wiſhed to apprehend. But mark, Rhedi, with 


attention, continued he, the deſtiny of pro- 


Providence, and let vice tremble, leſt the 
bolts of divine vengeance overtake her in 
the moment of ſecurity. | 


Khoſroff and Zoſima had efcaped unobſerved 
by any one without the walls of the garden, 
and thinking themſelves out of the reach of 
danger, were preparing to mount their horſes, 
without ſuſpicion of fear, when they are 


_ arreſted by the guards before they are aware, 


and conducted to priſon, to await the puniſh- 
ment due to their crimes ; while thou, the 
objeck of the Sophy's Jane and e y 
eſcapedſt falling into the hands of thy purſu- 


ers by a miracle. 


5 ihe conſequences of Khoſroff and Zoſima's 


being apprehended, thou knoweſt, have 


turned out juſt according to our wiſhes, 


The ſuſpicions of the Sophy were at once 


transferred from us to them; Mahmud was 
puniſhed as he deſerved ; and we were acquit- 
ted. Really innocent in our conduct, we 
were believed by Almalek to be innocent 
of the attempts juſtly laid to our arms, 
By this means Selima and I obtained his 
confidence; and by obtaining his confidence 

we etteQtuated our eſcape. | i 


% Thus does the all-wife and omnipotent 
Allah conduct the government of the moral 
world by fprings imperceptible to our limited 
2 | * view, 
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« view. making the various events of his pro- 
evidence terminate in the protection and ſecu- 
« rity of the virtuous ; / while the ſlaves of vice 
and ſenſuality are often caught in their own 
« toils, and overtaken in their career by the 
« blaſt of unforſeen and irremediable deftruc- 
« tion,” 3 
« Such was the improvement which the pi- 
« ous Obeyd made of the manner and circum- 
« ſtances of our eſcape. I was ſtruck with the 
„ moral turn of his reflections; I was con- 
« yinced of and acknowledged their juſtneſs, 
« and I clearly diſcerned the conducting hand 
„of Allah in accompliſhing our deliverance. 


«© From a piece of intelligence we learned 
„ from. our hoſt, who. happened at this inſtant 
« to come into the room, we derived new 
« ground of thankfulneſs for the ſuperinten- 
« dence of Providence in the conduct. of our 
c enterprize. Raſchid told us, that laſt. night 

about the very time he expected us, an eu- 
« nuch had been ſent. by one of the ladies of 
„the haram with a meſſage to her lover, who: 
„lived in his neighbourhood, and that by miſ- 
„take he had called at his houſe. On hearing 
this circumſtance, we reflected, that had our 
* firſt attempt to elope been ſucceſsful, we had 
probably been diſcovered by the eunuch, 
*. and all our hopes had been fruſtrated at once. 


« After offering up our united tribute of 
« praiſe to Allah for his ſignal interpoſitions 
1 55588 in our favour, and particularly for 
« rendering thoſe events which we conſidered 
« as moſt diſaſtrous, finally ſubſervient to our 


e efcape, and the very means of our deliver- 


«. ance we recommended ourſelves to his pro- 
Ie - _ * reQion; 
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« teQton in the courſe of our future journey; 
* and Obeyd having deſired the camels to be 
brought forth to him, ordered the ſervants to 
go before with the baggage, Intimation 
being given us that the camels were teady, | 
went in order to acquaint Selima of it, whom 
I found drefled in the new garb which we 
had prevailed with her to aſſume ; on my en- 
tering the room the bluſh of modeſty glowed 
in her cheek, and gave an additional luſtre 
to the ſplendor of her beauty, which might 
„ have vied with that of the lovely compan- 
ions of the Houn in the regions of paradiſe. 
I claſped her in an eeſtacy of joy and plea- 
ſure to my boſom, and fluſhed with the hopes 
of a happy iſſue of our journey, we were 
juſt going to ſet out, when an alarm was 
„ given, that Obeyd and Selima had made an 
* elopement from the haranr ; that a thouſand 
'< horſemen, who had orders to patrole along 
e the roads around the city, had been fent in 
* purſuit of them; and that as many of the 
* royal body of foot-guards had inſtructions to 
*« traverſe the ſtreets of Iſpahan, and to make 
* the ſtricteſt ſearch for the fugitives through 
every ſuſpected houſe in the city. 


„This intelligence was like a dreadful thun- 
„ derclap in our ears, Selima was terrified 
« beyond meaſure: her diſtracted imagination 
e exhibited nothing to view but pictures of hor- 
« ror and deſpair, She figured to herſelf the 
* guards at her heels, herſelf, Obeyd, and me 
33 by them, with every circumſtance 
«© of indignity and outrage, into the preſence of 
the furious Sophy, and ſubjeQed to the ſe- 
« yereſt tortures which his invention could ſug- 
„ geſt. Obeyd however, with a preſence of 
„ mind that no accident could diſcompoſe, or- 
| „ dered 
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© dered the camels to be unloaded and put 

* up immediately, and calling upon Raſchid, 

** who to his natural ſagacity joined a fertility 

in ftratagem, aſked him whether there was 

* any place. of concealment in his houſe, 

* where we could remain in ſafety till the 

danger was over. Raſchid told him there 

* was a vault below his parlour to which there 

„ was' a deſcent by a trap door, that was co- 

“ vered from the view by a carpet ſpread over 

„it, Where he imagined we CE be ſafe; 

„that however, if he did not think they 

+ would be perfectly ſecure in. this vault, there 

* was ſtill another below it, the entrance to 
© which was covered with a thin flat ſtone, 
„that had the appearance of being a part of 

„ the pavement, where they would doubtleſs | 
be in abſolute ſafety, but that as there was 

% no air communicated to this dungeon by any 

conveyance whatever, it was impoſſiblè that 

one perſon, much leſs three, could breath 
« 1n it for any conſiderable time. 


« While Raſchid was ſpeaking, the tidingy 
reached our ears that the guards were ſcour- 
ing the ſtreets in our neighbourhood, and 
driving like fo many blood-hounds from houſe 
to houſe in queſt of us. We all ruſtied there- 
fore into the parlour immediately; and Raſ- 
chid opening the tra p-door, we deſcended into 
the vault in an inſtant, Then Raſchid having 
raiſed the ſtone in the floor; which one a 
paſſage into the ſecond, and having ſupport- 
ed it with a piece of wood which he had 
brought in his hand, ſuggeſted to us, that in 
© caſe of neceſſity we could deſcend into it; 
and he promiſed that if the firſt concealment 
« was diſcovered by the inquiſitors, and they 
+ propoſed to ranſack it, that he would give us 
4 5 notice 


* 


with. the utmoſt ſtrictneſs ranſacked every o- 
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notice 'of our danger, by ſuddenly overturn- 
ing one of the tables in the room, as it were 
by accident, on hearing which ſignal we 


could deſcend into the dungeon, and let the 


ſtone fall upon the mouth of it. 


Both Obeyd and I approved highly of the 


contrivance of Raſchid, and thanked him for- 
his judicious advice. Juſt when he was leav- 
ing us, however, in our priſon, it occurred to 


Obeyd, that there was a bundle of Selima's 


cloathes and ours wrapped up in the heart of 
one of the bales of filk, and that if the 


* bales ſhould happen to be unfolded by the e- 
miſſaries of the Sophy, and the bundle found, 


the whole affair would be diſeovered. He 
begged Raſchid therefore inſtantly to uneloſe 


one of the bales to which he directed him, 
and to take out and bring to him the bundle 


he had mentioned. Raſchid returned to us 
with it immediately; but had ſcarce deliver- 
ed it, when we heard the guard knocking at 
the gate, and calling for admittance. Spring- 


ing up to the parlour, therefore, in a mo- 
ment, without the leaſt confuſion, and letting 
drop the trap-door, which he covered with a 


carpet, he ran to the gate, and admitted the 
guard into his houſe. he guard, having 


ther corner, came at laſt into the parlour. 


When Selima heard the ſound of their feet a- 


bove our heads, ſhe quaked with fear, her 
face became pale and bloodleſs, and ſhe was 
juit ready to fink into a ſwoon, when we 
heard the table fall. At that inſtant Obeyd 
threw himſelf into the dungeon, and I catch- 
ing Selima in my arms, let her ſlide down in- 


to thofe of Obeyd ; and following them both, 


let the ſtone down upon the mouth of the pit. 
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This was our laſt reſource. While we were 
ſhut up in this dark cave we till heard tile 
tread of our enemies feet, and one of them 
calling for a light to ſearch narrowly the ſub- 
terranean dwelling into which they had en- 
tered. When | heard a light calling tor, I 
began indeed to tremble ; Obeyd himſelf 
was afraid; and Selima, by this time paſt 
feeling, had fallen-into a deep ſwoon. A 


candle was brought: the reflection of its rays 


caſt a glimmering light on our dark retreat 
Happening to look up to the crevice- through 
which the rays 'of light deſcended, I could 
obſerve the faces of ſome of the guards, and 
I even fancied they were gazing at me; but 
my fears deceived me. Theſe however were 
removed in an inſtant, upon hearing them a— 
gain aſcend into the parlour ; where, having 

earched the. bales os ſilk that were lying in 
it, they left the houſe and. proceeded in 


their career. 


« As foon as the guard were without the 


gate, Raſchid returned to us immediately, 


and raifing the ſtone, releaſed us from our 
confinement. Selima was ſtill in a ſwoon, 
but recovered in a little after enjoying the 
freſh air; and we all op each 
other upon our fortunate eſcape, aſeribing 

praiſe to Allah for the deliverance we had 
met with, | | | 


We continued ſeveral days in the houſe of 
cc 


Raſchid, paſſing in the opinion of his feryants 
and neighbours for merchants travelling tow- 
ards Armenia, who being ſuppoſed to be 


friends of Raſchid had lodged with him a few 
nights by the way. be 
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« At laſt, when the noiſe of the ſearch was 
over, we fet out on our journey for mount 
Ararat, with the faithful Raſch'd and two- 
ſervants who were ignorant of our ſituation 
and circumſtances, along with three. camels, 
| beſides thofe on which we rode; and trave]- 
ling with the utmoſt expedition, under favour 
of the night, we arrived by break of day at 
a wood about fixteen miles diſtance from 
Iſpahan. Selima, Obeyd, and I having con- 
cealed ourſelves in caves and holes through- 
out the day, while Raſchid undertook the 
charge of the camels, we ſet out again on 
our travels next evening, and before day-light 
we were forty miles diſtant from the capital 
of Perſia. We proceeded on our journey in 
this manner through the- province of Eyrac 


Agem, travelling all night, and refting 


throughout the day in the moſt ſequeſtered 
places we could find, till we were at leaſt 


a hundred and fifty miles on aur way to mount 


Ararat. 


„In paſling through Caſbin, we heard im- 
menſe rewards proclaimed for appreheding 
Selima, Obeyd, or me; but as we were now 
ina country in which we were wholly un- 


known, and travelled in the diſguiſe of mer- 


chants, we were hopeful, by a cautious and 
eireumſpective conduct, to eſcape detection. 


“After leaving Caſbin, we directed our 
courſe through the province of Ghilan, Adir- 


butzan, and Sherivan; in which laſt place 


having fold our bales of filk, before we en- 


tered Armenia, we diſmifſed the faithful 


Raſchid with the camels, rewarding him 
liberally for his trouble, and each of us re- 
ſuming his proper habit, travelled on foot 
N «© towards 
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«< towards mount Ararat, the place of our deſ- 
« tination, which we reached in two days, 
„having been in all about three weeks on 
c our journey from Iſpahan——But left J 
ſhould exhauſt your attention, or my own, 
ſtrength,” ſaid Rhedi, 1 will here interrupt 
« my narration, and after breathing a little, 
« ſhall proceed to relate to you the Fobſequeiir 
events of my unfortunate life.“ ; 


.. o.. o o. a . - · O · . 


F T ER pauſing for ſome time, Rhedi 
again reſumed the hiſtory of his life, 


* 


„When we arrived at the foot af the moun- 


e tain, and were viewing the long - extended 


ec foreſt before us, Obeyd pointing to a ſpot 
„ jn the middle of it, which prefented a ſmall 
“ opening ſurrounded with trees, Yonder,” 
„ faid he, in the depth of that embowering 
«. wood, Tives the venerable ſage Bondezir, the 
„friend of my father, and the guide of my 
« youth, on whoſe head the hand of time has 
*« {trowed his filyer honours, and whoſe foul is 
« the manſion of wiſdom and virtue; let us,” 
« ſaid he ſeek out his ſequeſtered abode, and 
* if it be agreeable to your inclinations, we 
will ſpend the remainder of our days with 
„ him in the tranquillity of retired life, from 
% which, for my own part, TexpeC@t to reap 
« more real felicity than I have ever experi- 
"4 enced in the noiſe and buſtle of a court.“ 
goth Selima and J aſſured him, that nothing 
could be more agreeable to our choice than 
« ſuch a plan of life; that the luxuries to 
% which we had been accuſtomed had not fa far 
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„ yitiated our taſte as to deſtroy our reliſh for 


* thoſe pure and ſimple pleaſures which are 


the effect of 1 temperance, and virtue, 
e 


« and which are moſt effectually cultivated in the 
« ſhade of. retirement; and that we wiſhed for 
nothing ſo much as to be placed in a ſituation 
in which we might cultivate thoſe pleaſures 
“with moſt advantage, and indulge the genuine 
« feelings of the heart without diſguiſe.” © If 


« theſeare your ſentiments and reſolutions,, re- 


“ ſumed Obeyd, “let us penetrate the receſſes. 
* of this foreit, and endeavour to find out the cell 


of Bondezir.” 


« Accordingly we immediately entered the 
* wood, in which we found many. by-paths, 
* that would have bewildered a traveller that 
c was. unacquainted. with the place; but as 


„ the foreſt was well known. to. Obeyd, on ac- 


« count of his frequent viſits to the hermit. in 
“ his youth, we travelled ſafely under his di- 


erection, and at laſt reached the ſpot which 


*« has afforded you this homely but welcome 


reception. 


We entered the cell with that reverence 
«© which was due to the wiſdom and ſanctity of 
« its owner; but the hermit was not within, 
« We amuſed ourſelves therefore a little. in: 
« ſurveying the furniture of his grotto, which: 
« in its plainneſs and ſimplicity was every way 
« ſuitable to the nature of the place,, and the- 
« character of the poſſeſſor. 


« In one corner we found a kind of table 
c made of a large ſlate, which was fixed on a 
«« pedeſtal of ſtone in the manner in which you 
« ſaw it, and on it there were ſeveral books of 
« piety and devotion, particularly. the Koran 
„ and ſome others, containing the revelations: 


A 
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* of the Prophet, and the viſions of Bondezir's 
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predeceſſors who inhabited this cell. In 
another corner, in a part of the cell ſecreted 


from the reſt, were piled up a few cheeſe 


on ſhelves that were dug out of the rock; 
and beſides theſe were placed ſome veſ- 
ſels of milk, and ſome heaps both of freſh 
and dried fruits, that were gathered from the 
neighbouring mountains and plains. Ihe 
furniture of the cell convinced us that the 
hermit was ſtill alive, and therefore we 
went out immediately in ſearch of him. 
We had not travelled far on this errand, 
when we diſcovered the hoary ſage ſitting 
under the ſhade of fome ſpreading tree by 
the ſide of the fountain, near his hermitage, 
leaning on his ſtaff, and at one time con- 
verſing with a young man and a young wo- 
man who fat cloſe by him, at another attend- 


ing to the ſports of two lovely boys who 


prattled and played around him in all the 
innocent ſimplicity of childhood, and whom 
he ſeemed to gaze on with ineffable tender - 
neſs and delight. We all ſtopt ſpontane- 
ouſly; as it had been by concert, to con- 
template and to enjoy this pleaſing ſcene of 
domeſtic life, till Bondezir happened to caft 
an eye towards us, Obeyd immediately went 
up to him, The hermit obſerving his ap- 
proach, roſe to ſalute him ; and recognizing - 
at once the fon of his friend, and the aps 
whom he had taught, Welcome my dear 
friend,” ſaid he, throwing his arms around 
him, and embracing him with all the ar- 
dour of parental affection, to this ſolitary 
dwelling, and welcome the ſtrangers who 


have accompanied thy ſteps to the beſt en- 


tertainment which my humble abode can af- 


ford; but neceſſity, and not choice, has 


„ doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs compelled you to take ſhelter in 
this unfrequented deſert: the children of 
proſperity, who baſk in the ſunſhine of for- 
tune, and are nurſed in the lap of luxury, 
ha ve ſeldom the inclination or the fortitude 
to exchange the eourt for the cottage, to re- 
nounce the ſuperfluities and delicacies of 
life to which they have been accuſtomed, 
and to live according to the dictates of un- 


corrupted nature.“ The viſit which we 
ha ve paid yon, venerable father, in your ſe. 


queſtrated retreat,” replied Obeyd, © is 
partly the effect of neceſſity, bands the re- 

ſult of deliberate choice. Theſe amiable, 
ſtrangers, whom I beg to recommend to your 
hoſpitality, are obliged to ſeek for ſhelter 
from the arm of violence in this lonely de- 
ſert and I have voluntarily abandoned the 
pageantry of a court, in order to accompa- 
ny them in their flight, and attach myſelf 
to their fortune ; and all of us, with hearts 
truly indifferent to the blandiſhments of 


honour and wealth, or the luxuries of life, 


are deſirous of ſpending the remainder of 
our days with you, whoſe _ temperate meals 
will contribute to our health, and whoſe ex- 
cellent leſſons of morality will eſtabliſh our 
ſouls in virtue, and qualify us for the feli- 
city of paradiſe, which the Prophet hath aſ- 


ſured us is reſerved for the faithful.” 


& As he uttered theſe words, the venerable 
man, regarding Selima and me with a look of 
complacency tnat indicated the benignity of 
his ditpoſition, and the gentleneſs of his 
manners, Children, ” ſaid he, © the teſti- 
mony of Obeyd, confirmed by your own en- 
ga ging appearance, is ſufficient to recommend 
you to my eſteem ; but with regard to the 

. „practice 


practice of virtue, which you are deſirous of 
learning from me, J am not ſo arrogant as 
to pretend to teach what I myſelf, hoary as 
you now ſee me, am ſtill ſtudymy to acquire. 
A virtuous life is a gradual and progreſſive 
ſtate, and the higheſt advancements 1n vir- 
tue are not to be attained without the molt 
ſtrenous exertions, confirmed by reiterated 
habit, The tranquillity of retired life, to 
which i have devoted myſelf, may, by its 
being leſs ſubject to the influence of temp- 
tation, and by its affording better opportuni- 
ties of recollection and meditation, be pe- 
culiarly favourable to thoſe exertions; and 
if I cap, either by my counſel or experience, 
aid your virtuous reſolutions, my beſt en- 
deavours ſhall not be wanting. Your ſoct- 
ety,” added he, © in the mean time, will be 
highly , agreeable to me; and I doubt not 
that our mutual happineſs will increaſe in 
proportion to the ſtrength of our mutual at- 
tachments, and to the indulgence of thoſe 
affections for the exerciſe of which domeſtic 
life affords the greateſt ſcope,” Then em- 
bracing Selina and me with the moſt cor- 
dial friendſhip, he propoſed that we ſhould 
all walk with him into his cell, in order to 
refreſh ourſelves after our fatigue with ſuch 


proviſions as the place afforded, which,” 


laid he, © though it is replemſhed with none 
P L 


of thoſe rich fauces and ragouts that you 


have been accuitomed-to, and which a viti- 


ated taſte repreſents as palatable, is how- 


ever ſtored with abundance of ſuch food as 
is moſt ſuitable to a natural and uncorrupted 
taſte, ſuch as is moſt conducive to health, 


and will probably in a little time be the moſt 


agreeable to your choice.“ Being greatly 


exhauſted with fatigue and hunger, we gladly 


accepted 
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accepted the invitation. and walked all 
together towards his cell. 


« While we were on the way Obeyd was 
frequently glancing his eye on the young man.. 
and woman and oa the two boys whom we 
found with the hermit by the ſide of the foun- 
tain, which Bondezir happening at laſt to 
obſerve, '** you are deſirous to know,“ ſaid 
he, © who thee perſons are whom you ſee 
here travelling with us tothe cell. Cannot 
you diſcover, continued he, in the features 
of that young woman ſome reſemblance to 
my dear Zemroud 7 Peri 6 Konkonna, for that 
is her name, was indeed only a child when 


you laft viſited this ſolitary abode but the 


is ſince married to this young man, whoſe 


name is Rezoud, and theſe two boys whom 
you now ſee playing around us are their 
children,” Then addreſſing himſeſf to me, 
had I continued,” ſaid he, in the public 
walks of life in which I at firſt ſet out, and 
been poſſeſſed of that fortune which Obeyd 
knows I was unjuſtly deprived of by the 
perfidy of an uncle, to whoſe tutelage I was 
committed, I might have obtained a richer. 
huſband for my daughter, but I could not 
have obtained one more deſerving of her: 
they are indeed both worthy of each other, 
and are the ſupport and comfort of my de- 
clining years.” As he uttered theſe words 
the filial tear ſtarted into the eyes of Peri 6 

Konkonna ; both ſhe and Rezoud caſt a re- 
verential and affectionate look on Bondezir ; 
and then bluſhing through native | modeſty 
bent their eyes towards the ground. This 
young man,” continued Bondezir, © poſſeſſes 
a farm at the diſtance of two miles, hard by 


the fide of this foreſt ; both he and my 


% daughter, 
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daughter, knowing how much I am attached, 
from the power of habit to this cell, to yon- 
der fountain and to the walks and groves 
around which to me are ſo familiar and ſo 
delightful, vifit me every day with theſe 
dear infants, though with conſiderable incon- 
veniency to themſelves. But fince you have 
reſolved to take up your abode with me in 


this ſequeſtrated retreat, there will be leſs 


occaſion for their daily attendance on me, 
We will continue however to live as the 
members of one family; we will vifit each 


other as often as our convenience will allow; 


and | am inclined te hope that my declining 
ſun will ſhine forth with a mild and ſerene 
{ſplendor on the evening of my days, that he 


will fet in a clear and unruffled ſky, and that | 
he will rife again with tranſcendent bright- 


neſs in the -climes of paraGiſe” 


% We had by this time arrived at the hermi- 
tage, and having entered into it, the reve- 
rend ſage deſired his daughter to ſet before 
his gueſts the beſt entertainment which ſhe 


had. Accordingly, - ſhe brought, with the 


utmeſt diſpetch, ſome veſſels of excellent 


milk, cheefe which ſhe herſelf had made, 


and ſeveral kinds of choice fruits, both freſh - 


and dried, which ſhe and her hufband had 
gathered, and for our drink, ſome fine freſh 


7 


whey, and the pure tranſparent water which 


guſhed from the rock. © This plain and ſim- 
ple food,” ſaid our benevolent hoſt, will, I 


am afraid, not be ſo palatable to your taſte, 


accuſtomed as you have been to thoſe dain- 


ties that are contrived for ſtimulating the ſa- 


ted appetite, and which the pampered and 


overcharged ſtomach is unable to convert into 


wholeſome nouriſhment ; but as I obſerved” 


already 
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© already, a little time will reconcile you to 
* that food which is agreeable to nature, and 
* which is all that nature requires: beſides 
„ that you will feel the happy effects of our 
« temperate way of living, and of the air and 
« excerciſe which we enjoy in this pleaſing 
« retreat, in contributing both to the health 
„of your bodies and the ſerenity of your 
minds.“ 


«© We needed no arguments to convince us, 
«© that the food which was ſet before us was 
excellent of its kind, or to perſuade us to eat 
'© heartily, Feeling the calls of hunger very 
urgent, we thought the food that was ſet be- 
* fore us, the moſt delicious we had ever taſt- 
« ed; and did not in the leaſt regret the want 
„ of any of the ſuperfluities to which we had 
* been accuſtomed. After our appetites were 
fully ſatished and the dijhes that were ſet 
© before us were removed, the venerable ſage 
« requeſted, that I would favour him with the 
relation of, our hiſtory, of our acquaintance 
«© with his friend Obeyd, and of the motives 
«© which determined all of us to make choice 
of this ſolitary cell as the place of our re- 
trat. : | 


J then related to him in the manner in 
* which I had done to you, the various circum- 
ce ſtances of my life, gave him an account of 
<< the riſe and progreſs of my paſſion for Se li- 
% ma, of the many cruel diſappointments and 
4 calamities to which we were both ſubjected ; 
and laſtly, acquainted him of my obligations 
*© to our common friend Obeyd, and of the 
«© means by which he had brought about our 
<< eſcape. ” b 


After 
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« After hearing a relation of the whole, 
Your diſappointments and your ſufferings, 
my children,“ ſays he, have been ſevere ; 
but the angel of adverſity, I hope, has now 
ceaſed to inflict his ſcourge ; your calami- 
ties, I truſt, are at an end, and the. holy 
prophet has doubtleſs conducted you to this 
hermitage, as a ſecure aſylum from the dan- 
gers to which yon have been expoſed. I 
flatter myſelf that I am deftined to be the in- 
ſtrument of conſummating your happineſs ;” 

and addrefling himſelf to Obeyd, “If you my 


* friend,” 3 concur with me, the feli- 


city of this worthy pair ſhall be immediately | 
completed. Do you,” added he, „act the 
part of a father in giving this amiable lady 
to her betrothed lover, and I myſelf will of- 
ficiate in bringing them under thoſe vows, 
which will indiſſolubly unite them to each 
other.“ Tranſported with a propoſal the ex- 
ecution of which was to put me in poſſeſſion 
of the higheſt earthly felicity, I eagerly 
caught the hand of Selima, and urged her 
with the moſt earneſt and tender importunity 
to comply with it; with a countenance effu- 
fed with bluſhes ſhe let me underftand that 


ſhe gave her conſent, We were accordingly 


without any further ceremony or preparation 


married that inſtant, and our mutual conftan- 


cy was rewarded with the full accompliſh- 
ment of our wiſhes. 


In the poſſeſſion of Selima my earthly fe- 
licity was completed; and we all lived to- 
gether for ſeveral years ina ftate of the 


ſweeteſt harmony and of the moſt improving 


friendſhip that mortals can enjoy. In our 
amuſements and occupations in this delight- 
ful ſolitude, and eſpecially in that endearing 

© « ſociety. 
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ſociety in which we lived, we realized the 
Idea of the golden age, and experienced 
thoſe ſerene and heart-felt pleaſures which 
flow. from innocence and virtue, and which 
were enjoyed by ſome of the firſt inhabitants 
of the world, whoſe lives were regulated 
by the dictates of ſimple nature, before the 
arts of luxury had vitiated the taſte and de- 
praved the manners of mankind. 


© Sometimes we walked together, ſometimes 
apart, as humour or inclination dictated; 
ſometimes we ranged the mountains in queſt 
of herbs and fruits, at other times we re- 


_ poſed ourſelves under the ſhade of ſome 


ſpreading tree, and liſtened to the leſſons of 
wiidom and virtue which flowed from the 
tongue of Bondezir; ſometimes we were vitit- 
ed by the neighbouring ſhepherds, ſome- 


times we returned their viſits, following 


their flocks through the meadows and moun- 


tains on which they grazed, and ſometimes 
Selima and i, ſtealing as it were unperceived 
from the reſt of company, and wanderin 
through the woods, or fitting on the brink X 
a clear fountain, gave vent to the emotions 
of our hearts without diſguiſe and poured 


forth the dictates of mutual love, tenderneſs, 


and friendſhip into each other's boſom, 


«© To conſummate my happineſs, if any thing 
could be ſaid to be wanting to its accompliſh- 
ment, about a year after our marriage | was 


bleſſed with a ſon, and in about two vears 


after his birth with a daughter, who were 
brought up with the children of Rezoud and 
Peri © Konkonna, and we all lived together 
for ſeveral years in the utmoſt harmony and 
happineſs, like children of the ſame far iy, 
| | „ conſidering 


4 
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conſidering Bondezir as our common father, 
and concurring in every ſentiment of duty 
and affection that was due to a parent, But 
alas! all earthly happineſs is fleeting: and 
uncertain as the ſun beams which play upon 
yonder lake. The worthy and. venerable. 
ſage, who had ſo long inhabited this cell, 
at laſt paid the debt of nature, and left us 
in deep affliction for the loſs of one to whom 
we were all attached by the ſtrongeſt ties 
of eſteem, friendſhip, and obligation. To 
agorayate the ſtroke, our dear friend Obeyd 
ſoon after expired, and drew freſh ſtreams 
of grief from our wounded hearts, In yon- 
der mount of earth, covered with green ſods, 
and ſhaded by two lofty trees whoſe branches 
are interwoyen with each other, and 
near the fountain where we firſt diſcovered 
Bondezir, are interred the remains of that 
excellent man and his worthy friend. On a 
certain day every week Rezoud and Peri © 
Konkonna come hither in order to viſiz- their 
tomb with me; and we join with mingling 
our ſighs and tears together, and in ſtrewing 
freſh leaves over the graves of the deceated. 
Selima however and my cluldren were yet 
ſpared to me ; and while they were ſpared, 
I was able to ſupport every other afflition 
with ſoine degree of fortitude, : 


« But an event, to me of all others the moſt 
deplorable, ſoon after happened, which ex- 
tinguiſhed all my proſpeQs of earthly felic;- 
ty, and overcaſt my ſoul with a cloud of mi- 
ſerp, black and dark, as the ſhades. of 
death. While I recolle& this direful event, 
my tortured heart ſtill throbs at the reflecti- 
on, the fountain of my grief is opened, and 
all its wounds bleed arg : 
As 
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As he uttered theſe words, the heaving figbs 
which crouded his boſom in quick ſucceſſion ſti- 
fled his ſpeech, and occafioned a pauſe in the 
narration. Amur, Almerine, and Mouli, though 
they could only yet conjecture fthe.caulſe, from 
a ſympathy of feeling, burſt into tears; Alme- 
rine in particular was deeply affected, and rea- 
dily anticipating m her own imagination: the 
calamity which was the cauſe of the unuſual 
agitation, ſhe obſerved, © Alas!” ſaid the, re- 
garding him with a look of ſenſibility and pity 
peculiar to herſelf, „this violent emotion 
* which agitates thy ſoul can only be occaſion- 
ed by the death of Selima. O ſpeak! Is not 
this the cauſe of that -anzuiſh which wrings 


„ thy heart?” Your conjecture,” recovering 


« himfelf a little, © is tco true; and the 
„manner of her death was an aggravation of 
“my affliction, and gave a ſhock to my whole 
„ frame that 1 ſhall never be able to recp- 
. 


„ The dear partner of my life having been 
„ one day employed in waſhing the clothes of 
«« her children on the brink of that rivulet, juſt 
«© where you ſee it fall into a deep baſon, her 
© daughter, then a child, prattling and play- 
« ing around her, her foot fhipt, and falling 
“ backward, her head ſtriking againſt the rock 
© by the ſide of the rivulet, the tumbled into 
& the pool below, from which, benumbed as 
«© ſhe had been by the fall, ſhe was unable 
de to reſcue herſelf, Ihe child terrified and 
&< and affected by the dreadful cataſtrophe, ran 
« to the cell, crying that her mother had fallen 
„ into the pool !* Thunderſtruck with the diſ- 
« mal tidings, my blood ran cold in my veins, 
«© my hair ſtiffened with horror, and J was for 


%a moment fixed in ſpeechleſs agony ; but on 


«hearing 
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kearing the child utter another ſeream, I 
ſtarted from my ſeat like one diſtracted, and 
flew in an inſtant to the fatal place; but 
alas! I came too late. Regarcleſs of my 
own life, while I believed a dearer to be at 
ſtake, I plunged immediately into the pool, 
caught hold of Seljma's cloaths, and drew her 
to the bank. While I raiſed her from the 
ground, the water guſhed from her mouth, 
and the blood trickled from the wound ſhe 


had received in one of her temples from the 


fall. | preſſed her to my boſom, I applied 
my mouth to her lips, I beſeeched, I adjur- 
ed her to ſpeak to me but ſhe uttered not a 
word ; the power of ſpeech had failed her, 


and her gentle ſoul was upon the point of 


forſaking the ſeat of lite. Raiſing once more 
ner dying eyes, ſhe caſt upon me a look of 
ineffable tenderaeſs and pity ; ſhe heaved a 


deep ſigh and expired in my arms When 1 
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perceived her without motion or life, my 
arms, which were claſped round her waiſt, 
quitted their hold, and | ſunk to the earth in 
an agony of grief and horror, that for a while 
deprived me of the power of utterance, and 
almoſt drove me into phrenzy, Selima fell 


by my fide. Caſting my eyes at one time 


towards heaven, as if J accuſed providence 
on account of the fate of Selima, at another 
upon the pale, livid, and breathleſs corpſe 
beſide me, I uttered the moſt lamentable 
cries, I tore my hair in the fury of my paſ- 
ſion, I rolled in the duſt, and abandoned 
myſelf to the exceſſes of inconſolable grief. 
L again folded the fad remains of the dear 
creature in my arms; I preſſed her lifeleſs 
body to my breaſt; I often repeated her 


name, end beſeeched her to hear and an- 


ſwer the voice of her Rhedi, as if ſhe had 
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ce been ſenſible of my requeſt.—“ But ah) my 
« Selima,” exclaimed J, with a ſigh that ſwell. 
„ ed and almoſt burſt my heaving heart, 
% thou no more knoweſt the calls of thy Rhe- 
„di! Thy pure and innocent ſoul has forſa- 


4 ken its mortal tenement, and under the con- 
duct of its guardian angels taken its flight to 


the manſions of paradiſe. Ah! why am I 

* not ſuffered to accompany thy flight? Why 

* am I compelled by the ſevere deſtiny of 
% Providence to drag out a wretched Ide with- 

„out the ſociety of her who could alone ren- 

eder life comfortable or ſupportable.” 


While IT was thus giving myſelf up to de- 
« youring grief, my children, the dear pledges 
« of my Selima's love, were pouring forth 
their little ſouls in the moſt moving cries and 
c lamentations for the death of their mother; 
© and the reflections on their helpleſs ſtate, and 
i the irreparable loſs they had ſuſtained, ag- 
« gravated the ſtroke of my affliction, and ga ve 
© a freſh wound to my bleeding heart. I fold- 
* ed the two lovely babes, the ſole remains 
«© and repreſentatives of Selima, in my arms; 
„I hung over them with a ſort of mournful de- 
light, bathing their faces with the tears that 
c ftreamed from my eyes, and | attempted to 
«© pour into their hearts that balm of confolati- 
« on of which I myſelf ſtood ſo much in need, 
but could not obtain. 


* Judging it proper, however, to remove 
* my children from a ſcene which was calcula- 
ted to ſeed and renew their grief, I carried 

« them away from the dead body of their mo- 
«© ther into the cell, committing them to the 
« care of a humane and tender-hearted ſhepherd, 
« who was in the ule of viſiting us in our ſoli- 
= . | « tude 
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tude, and who, hearing of the calamity 
which had befallen me, ' had come upon the 
ſad occaſion to expreſs his ſympathy, and 
mingle his tears with mine. Having left my 
children under the care of this Landen 
whoſe name was Manſur, I repaired again to 
the place where the body of my Selima lay; 


on the banks of the rivulet, near that fatal 


pool where the was drowned, I dug her 
grave, and d-polited her dear remains in the 
duſt. In this ſhady arbour, which theſe 
hands have planted around her grave, and in 
the ſpot where we now it, is interred the 
beſt and tendereſt of women. To this con- 


ſecrated arbour I have never failed to repair 
once eyery day, and proſtrating myſelt on 


the ſpot where her aſhes are laid, 1 give 


vent to my over=-Charged heart, and pave forth 


torrents of tears to the memory of the de- 
ceaſed. 5 


* 


« For ſome time my grief was rather aug- 
mented than diminiſhed, which was partly 
owing to my ſolitary life, of which I ſtill be- 
came fonder, partly to the indulgence | gave 
it, and partly to thoſe peculiar merhods | was 


led into through inclination, which were na- 


turally adapted to increaſe it. Every obje&t 
around me was calculated to inſpire and to 
nouriſh this diſpoſition, Every tree under 
whoſe ſhade | fat, and every fountain of 
whoſe waters I drank, recalled to my remem- 


brance the idea of Selima. Eut when | re- 


tired into this grove where her precious duſt 
is interred, on purpoſe to meditate on the ex- 


cellencies of the dear deceaſed, and to pay 


my daily tribute of tears to her memory, her 
beauty, her virtues, and her accompliſh- 
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ments roſe to my view at once in all their 

luſtre, and ſo entirely occupied my mind, as 
to leave no room for any other idea, | be- 
came indifferent to the world and all its at- 
tractions; and fo much was I abſorbed in 
the contemplation of the ſole object of my 
affections, that I was upon theſe occaſions. 
even in a great meaſure, deaf to the calls of 
duty towards my children. I thought of no- 
thing but Selima; and earneftly wiſhed to 
be releaſed from this brittle tenement of the 
clay, that I might once more rejoin the ſo- 
ciety of my lovely fair one in the regions 
of paradife. 


“ While I was one day pouring forth my 
uſual tribute of tears on the grave of Selima, 


and indulging the moſt ardent deſires of be- 


ing re-united to her without any more dread 
of ſeperation, | felt the ground trembling 
under my feet; I ſaw-the trees of the grove 
nodding over my bead; and I perceived 


a being of a dignity ſuperior to that of the 


race of mortals, ſtanding before me; a robe 
ſpangled with the dyes of heaven floated on 
his ſthoulders in graceful majeſly ; a reful- 
gent diadem enctrcled his head, his right hand 


; wielded the rod of chaſtiſement, his eye glan- 


ced the lightning of indignation, and his brow 
lowered with the frown of diſdain. From the 
menacing air which appeared in his coun- 


tenance, I knew him to be the angel of re- 


proof, and | was petrified at once while he 
delivered his rebuke, Unthinking mortal,“ 
ſaid he, © doſt thou preſume to oppoſe thy 
wiſhes to the deſtiny of Providence, and 


the will of the Omnipotent and infinitely 


Wiſe ? As he has diſperied his bounties to the 
children of mortality has he not a title to re- 
« {ume 
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ſume the bleſſings he had lent ? And as he 
has appointed to each his ſtation in lite, has 
he nota right to require of each the perfor- 
mance of the duties which are correſpondent: _ 
to the ſtation he has aſſigned? Can a reptile 

of the earth cenſure the diſpenſations of un- 

erring. Wiſdom without arrogance? Or can 

he deſert the ſtation appointed him by the 
Eternal, or negle& the duties of it without 
guilt ? "Thou repine{ at the diſpenſations of 


Providence, which have ſeperated thee from 


Selina, and thou wiſheſt, with impatience, 
to be releaſed from thy mortal, tenement, 
that thou mighteſt be united to her to fe- 
pera:e no more; thou doſt not conſider that 
the wiſh implies an oppoſition to the will. 
of him who gave thee thy being, to whom 
it is thy duty to ſubmit. Let. a conviction: 
therefore of the juit adminiſtration and righ- 
teous order of Providence, though at preſent 
imperceptible to thy limited facuities ſeal thy 
lips in filence, andeſtill the murmurs of thy 
heart. If thou wiſheſt to be re- united to 
Selima, and to participate of her happineſs, 
make it thy ſtudy to imitate her example; 
train up thy children in the principles of vir- 
tue and ſtedfaſtly perſevere in the path of du- 


ty; and thy perſeverance ſhall be rewarded 


with the felicity of paradiſe,” As he uttered 
theſe laſt words, his brows,. which had been 
contracted into a frown, acquired-an aſpect of 
more benignity x his accent became Jeſs ſe- 
vere; and though I was awed into reverence 
and ſubmiſſion by his rebuke, I was likewiſe 
inſpired with confidence and hope of the re- 
wards of immorality. he angel; who had 
deſcended both to reprove — inſtruct me, 
having executed his commiſſion, ſpread forth 
| | E his 
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his reſplendent pinions, and ſoared towards 
the empyrean. | 


„When I began to re flect upon my own fen- 


timents and conduct for ſome time paſt, I 
was ſenſible of the juſtneſs and force of the 
admonition delivered me by the angel of re- 
proof ; I perceived, that I had indulged a 
criminal excefs of grief, and that for the 
ſake of this indulgence, I had ſacrificed or 
neglected ſome of the molt important duties 
of life. I recollected that man was formed 


for action, rather than for contemplation ; 


that the preſſure of our own private calami- 


ties, however ſevere, can never exempt us 


from thoſe duties which we owe to our chil- 
dren and to ſociety; that deſpondence under 
affliction is in every fituation a weakneſs as 
well as a crime; and that reſignation under 
the irremediable evils of life to the will of 
the Supreme, and intrepid reſolution exerted 
in combating thoſe to which our natural. 
powers are adapted, find which by our con- 
tinued efforts may be overcome, argues at 


once the greateſt magnanimity and the trueſt 


fortitude, 
This train of reflection ſerved in ſome 
meaſure to reconcile me to my unhappy fate; 
reaſon reſumed its empire in my breaſt, and 
time, which always moderates the exceſs 
both of our joys and ſorrows, aided by ſenti- 
ments of religion which took place in my 
mind, at laſt abated the violence of my 
grief; and the tempeſtuous guſts of paſſion, 
which at firſt agitated my ſoul, ſubſided in a 
ſettled and penive, but not unpleaſing me- 
lancholy: Iſtill thought of Selima with the 
ſame tenderneſs, but my heart was not ſo 
much torn by thoſe violent conflicts of paſſi- 
28 „% on 
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on, which are the reſults of the firſt impetu- 


ous burſts of grief in its exceſs; I gradually 
acquired a certain ſerenity of temper, to 
which 1 had been long a ftranger, and I en- 
gaged with earneſtneſs in the taſk of educa- 
ting my children, now my only care, which 
I conſidered as my duty, and which I execu- 
ted with delight. | 
My ſon, to whom I had given the name of 
Alibeg, was at the time of his mother's 
death in the ninth year of his age, and flat- 
tered me with the appearance of a happy 4 — 
nius and good diſpoſition, much beyond his 
years; my daughter, who bore the name of 
Fatima, was only in the ſeventh, and I alrea- 
dy traced with inexpreſſible pleaſure, in her 
unfolding features, à lively image of her mo- 
ther, whom the promifed to . e in the 
endowments of her mind and the graces of 
her perſon. 


In the education of my children I was par- 
ticularly careful to impreſs on their minds an 

| g, a ve- 
neration for his prophet and a reſpect to his 
oracles; for I confidered, that though theſe 
ſentiments could not at preſent operate upon 


their actions in any other manner than by 


the power of habit, yet they 1 in the fu- 


ture period of their lives, ſhould they in the 
888 of Providence happen to be caſt upon 
the world, and to mingle in the common pur- 
ſuits and occupations of mankind, diſcover 


their influence in a more rational manner, 


and prove excellent preſervatives againſt the 


| contagion of 1 and vice. I endeayoured 


to trace out to them, in proportion as their 
faculties expanded, the veſtiges and exhibi- 
Gr WES «© tions 
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tions of divine wiſdom and goodneſs. in the 
© viſible. creation around us; and pointed out. 
innumerable inſtances of the benignity of 
* the ſupreme Being in the proviſion which he 
* has made for the fupply of the manifold wants 
of mankind. From this diſplay of the wiſdom 

and beneficence of the Deity, 1 enceavoured 
*« to inflame © their hearts with the moſt fervent 
love and gratitude towards that Being who is 
the author of all the felicity we enjoy. or 
hope for. | | 
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I ſhewed them likewiſe that a devout re- 
„ ſignation to the divine Will, under the preſ- 


2 
SES 
or CA 
ny 
. PR 
I RR... = 


<< fayour of his beſtowing upon us whatſoeyer 
is moſt coducive to our moſt important inter- 
eſts, and finally productive of our eternal 
«© happineſs, are all founded upon. the power,; 
the omniſcence, the wiſdom, and the good- 
< neſs of the ſupreme Being. 9 


= 

= << ſure of affliction, an unſhaken truſt in God for 

1 4 deliverance from the calamities to which 

+8 « we may. be ſubjeted, a ſtedfaſt hope of his 
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% While JI pointed out to them the reaſon- 

« ableneſs and the obligation of gratitude and 
love to God, I endeayoured. at the ſame time 
« to cultivare in their minds the principle of 
„ yniverſal benevolence to. mankind, and to 
e train them to the practice of this virtue by 
& exerciſe and habit, long before they were 
capable of reaſoning on its nature and its ef- 
„ fects. The ſphere of their bene ſicence in- 
'« deed. was narrow, being confined within the 
5 „ circle of the ſhepherds and peaſants in the 
s e neighbourhood, who uſed ſometimes to viſit 
C {© us in our retirement, and with whom we in- 
___ _** terchanged offices of hoſpitality and friend= 

- „ ſhip ; but the operation of the principle it- 
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ſelf became vigorous according to the paucity 
of the objects on which it was exerted, as 


waters pent up in a narrow channe 


overflow 


the banks which confine them and form a 
ſtronger and more rapid current, than when 


they are diffuſed to a greater exten 


* Tn order to habituate them to the practice 


c. 


of benevolence, I accuſtomed them to the 
performance of kind and benevolent offices 
to thoſe who came to viſit us, ſuch as by 


making them preſents of figs; dates, and ſuch 


like, Which, though inconſiderable in their 
value, had a tendency to ſtrengthen the prin- 
ciple from which” they flowed ; and | en- 


deavoured to inſpire them with tenderneſs 
and ſympathy towards the unhappy by ma- 


king them eye-witneſſes of the misfortunes 


of dur neighbours ariſing from the deſolation 


of the ſeaſons and from the conſequent ſcar- 


city of proviſions. 


In this ſyſtem ot moral diſcipline, I found 


indeed that nature performed more than one 
half of the work, at the ſame time I obſerved. 


with exquiſite pleaſure the effect of my in- 
ſtructions and tuition in giving a proper di- 


rection for the prineiples which ſhe had im- 


planted. Thus all my cares and labours in 


the education of my children were fully com- 
penſated by their daily progreſs and advance- 

ment in thoſe: which I endeavoured to culti- 
vate in their minds. But alas! when my 
children, now in the prime of youth, appear- 
ed like the almond-tree in all its bloſſom and 
beauty, lovely to the eye and tragrant to the 


ſmell, a fatal accident, which I yet ſhudder 


with agony and horror to relate, b 
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« goodly proſpec and laid all its honours in 
6 the duſt, 5 . va 


“ One day Alibeg and Fatima having gone 
% abroad with ſome of the neighbouring | vos 
« herds, in order to gather ſome of the fruits 
< which the mountains yielded, were intercepted 
* by a band of robbers, conſiſting of ſix per- 
* fons. all armed, who happened to paſs that 
« way through the deſert by an unfrequented 
„ road near the place where they were gather- 

ing fruit. Theſe ruffians, caſting their eyes on 
« Fatima, whoſe beauty arreſted their attention, 
« and thinking her the only prize worthy of 
« their regard, they determinined to carry her 
<< off by force as a preſent to their chieftain, 
« who was not with them in this expediton; 
% coming up therefore with this intent to Fati- 
c ma, who was quaking with dread at what 
« was likely to happen, they ſeized her with- 
„ out further ceremony, telling her ſhe muſt. 
4. go along with them, and that they would 

go 200g 
ec * her with a lover who would know 


A 
— 


ow to prize her charms. 


« Fatima, upon finding herſelf in the power 
* of this infamous band, gave a loud ſhriek, 
„ which alarmed her brother ſo much, that he 

ran up haſtily with a baton in his hand, the 
only weapon he had, calling upon the vil- 

„ lains who dragged her along to releaſe her, 

% and threatening if they did not inſtantly com- 

«© ply with his defire, to revenge the violence 

e offered to his ſiſter. One of the wretches who 
thus dragzed Fatima along with him, whoſe 

_ _ „% name was Tagay Bahadr, and who ſeemed. 

' „to have the command of the reſt, turning 
1 * upon Alibeg, and regarding him with a 
_ - % look both of reſentment and ſcorn, told him. 
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« That he would chaſtiſe his inſolence immedi- 
« ately if he did not reſtrain the petulence of 
c his tongue, and that he neue not expect 
„he would releaſe his fair captive as he was 
« determined to carry her as a preſent for his 
« captain, though he were oppoſed by much 
« more formidable enemies than he and his 
« ragged companions,” * _ ; 


„ Alibeg, ſtung with rage at this contemp- 
tuous anſwer, and inflamed with indignation 
at the indignity and violence done to his ſiſ- 
ter, replied, *© | hat he did not at preſent in- 
tend to combat his antagoniſt with words but 
with blows,” adding, that whatever might 

be his fate, he would endeavour, armed on! 
„ as he was with the bator which he held in 
„ his hand, to take a ſignal vengeance on the 
« wretch who dared to lay his ſacrilegious hand 
„ on his fiſter, and to ſpeak ſo injuriouſſy and 
« diſreſpectfully of his friends.” He had ſcarce 
uttered theſe -words, when 1pringing forward 
« with the rapidity of an eagle, eager to ſeize 
cc his pray, ke gave the fellow, who had ut- 
« tered this ſcornful and contemptuous lan- 
“ guage, ſuch a blow on the head with his 
<< baton, that he reeled backwards a few pa- 
* ces and fell to the ground, then recovering 
c his arm he aimed fuch a blow at another, 
« that the weight of the ſtroke laid him proſ- 
< trate at his feet. Had my ſon been ſupport- 
<« ed 2s he ought at this. criſis by his compani- 
„ons, he might have been able to reſcue his 
« ſiſter, but theſe Wan aloof, either through 
Want of courage or preſence of mind, he was 
* forced to maintain the combat againft the 
« four remaining villains, from one of whom, 
„ while he was parrying a blow aimed. at him 
* by another, he received a mortal wound * 
bs | wake „ 
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ic the ſide, and ſunk to the earth. Fatima 
„% ſeeing her brother fall and the vital blood 
ce guſhing from the wound he had received, 
* ſcreamed wildly, and fainting at the dire- 
« ful ſpectacle before her eyes, ſhe ſunk down 
« on his, breaſt. The two een obſerving 
« Alibeg fall were ſeized with a ſudden panic, 
* and paid of participating in his fate, they 
„ betook themſelves to flight; but anxious at 
the ſame time to know the. cataſtrophe, of 
„Fatima, they wheeled about, and returning 
„ through the thickeſt part of the wood, where 
„they were ſcreened from the view of the rob- 
©: bers, they waited in dreadful ſuſpence for 
the concluſion of. this pathetic ſcene. _ 


% From: one of theſe eye and ear witneſſes it 
vas that [ heard the particulars of the moy- 
ing tale that ] am now relating in thine ears, 
« and which: memory hath engraven on the- 
« tablets of my heart in characters too deep 
to be eraſed by the hand of time, _ 


, ONE] 1 e * " 7 
* Wo * 5 * - 2 * 
£ . 2 bs 9 dy : - 
, e 2 _ * * —_ 


„ Alibeg feeling his ſiſter lying on his breaſt - 
« in a ſwoon was by. that circumſtance thrown: 
into fuch a violent emotion, as. overpowered 
« all the faculties of his. foul, and almoſt ter- 
« minated in his immediate diffolution ; claſp- 
8 ng her eagerly in his arms once and again he 
eſſayed to ſpeak to her; but the weakneſs of 
« his body occaſioned by the loſs of blood, the 
* ſtrength of his ſenſations, and the flerce con- 
4 flict of contending paſſions, all raging in his 
«© breaſt in their utmoſt extremes, deprived him 
of the power of ſpeech. In this terrible 
«« paroxyſm of the paſſions, he poured forth 
ce his ſoul and life at once into the boſom of: 
his ſiſter, . * 
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* Atlaſt, Fatima, gradually recovering from 


„ * vis; 


the ſwoon into which ſhe had been throwr 
by the violent agjitation of her, mind, juſt 
when her brother was. expiring, and having 
heard him as ſhe was beginning to recover 
faintly pronounce her name, ſhe turned her 
languid eyes upon him, and eagerly claſping 
him in her arms, Didſt thou net, my dear 
brother,” cried ſhe, call upon the name of. 
Fatima ?—But ah! thou ſpeakeſt not, thou 
anſwereſt not to the voice of Fatima :"— hen 
recoiling from his arms, while the wild ſtare 
of horror and agonizing grief was impreſſed 


on her counte uance, Thou art cold, thou 


art pale, ſhe ſaid «© My dear, my affection- 


ate Alibeg is gone for ever. Myſterious Pro- 


vidence,” exclaimed ſhe, Why am I con- 
demned to be a, ſpectator of this. dreadful 
ſcene ?—O that my deſtiny, had ſubjeQed me 
to the fate of Alibeg, that my life and ſorrows. 


might have terminated together.” er 


her eye upon the robbers who ſurrounde 


her, © Ye ruthleſs ruffians, ſaid ſhe, who- 
have embrued your hands in the blood of-the: 


dear youth. who. lies dead before you, complete 
yonr work: let your ſteel pierce this boſom, 


and Ll will bleſs. the ſtroke by. whichil expire, 


and which. will once more unite me to Alj- 


beg.” Perceiving that they gave her no an- 


ſwer, and that they were preparing to ſeize 
her; and happening . to. obſerve a ſword 
which belonged.to one of the robbers whom 


Alibeg had. knocked down, lying on, the 


round at ſome. diſtance, ſhe ſprung away 
5 them, and haſtily ſnatching it up, and 
pointing. it at her breaſt, © Perfidious 
wrete ! * hid the, . de [not imagine that 
while I am thus armed, I will ever ſuffer my- 


ſelf to. become your prey, or to be robbed of 
| ks 3 my | 
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my honour, which this ſword ſhall protect. 
If any of you preſume to advance one ſtep 
further, in order to lay violent hands upon 
me, I will that moment plunge it into my 
heart.“ | 


„ While they obſerved her thus determined 


to ſacrifice her life, rather than allow her- 
ſelf to fall into their hands, they ſtood aloof 
and ſeemed irreſolute what method to take 
in order to get her into their power, till one 
of the two whom Alibeg had knocked down, 
having recovered from the blow, ſtole behind 
to her unperceived, and ſeizing the ſword 
wrenched it out of her hand; the others ſee- 
ing her thus difarmed, immediately came up 


ber, and taking hold of her arm dragged her 


along with them, piercing the air with her 


wild ſhrieks, at one time imploring the in- 


terpoſition of heaven in her own favour, at 
another, its vengeance on the murderers of 
her brother. Ss 99 | 
* The ſhepherds told me that ſhe continued 
bewaiting the death of her brother and the 
miſeries of her father, till her cries could no 
more be heard. After the robbers had thus 
carried my dear Fatima along with them by 
violence, and were entirely out of ſight, the 
two ſhepherds, thinking they might now ſafe- 
ly peep out of their lurking places, came to- 


the ſpot where the body of my ſon was left, 


and having fixed his corpſe on a bier Which 
they made of branches of trees, they carried 
it in this manner towards my cell.“ As the 
hermit was entering upon this part of his re- 
lation the tears guſhed from his eyes, and 
the forrows which 8 his throbbing 
heart again ſmothered his voice, Recovering 
EY | « himſelf 


0 
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« himſelf a little, after feveral ineffectual at- 
A tempts to ſpeak, Thou, ſays he, addreſſing 
« himſelf to Amur, while the thick ſobs 
again ſtifled his ſpeech, „ho haſt known 
_ « whatit is to loſe a darling and an only child, 


do thou excuſe this interruption of my nar- 
« ration, and thoſe tears which I ſhed to the 


memory of my dear Alibeg. 


„The ſun”, reſumed he, “ was partly far 
„advanced in the weſtern hennſphere, the 
* ſhadow of evening began to lengthen, and 
„ ] waited with eager expectation for the ar- 
„rival of my ſon and daughter along with their 
' gueſts at my ſolitary dwelling, Imagining 

* they would be hungry aſter their long faſting 
and fatigue, IT had fet ſome proviſions for 
them on The table, and wondering at their long 
« ſtay, 1 went out in order to meet them by the 
* way; I had not travelled far, before I ob- 
« ſerved the two ſhepherds who had gone 
abroad with Alibeg and Fatima, returning 
* with a burden which they carried berwixt 


„them, though I could not yet diſtinguiſh 


« what it was. While they were at a conſi- 


“ derable diſtance from me, ] called out to 
„t hem, enquiring where they had left my ſon 


*-and daughter, and what that burden was, 
under the weight of which they ſeemed to 


„ totter in their walk; they made no anſwer to 


** my enquiry ; but continuing their march to- 


„ wards me as faſt as they were able till they 


* approached within a few paces of me, they 
laid down the bier on which they had faſtened 
the body of my ſon, at fuch a diſtance, that 
„ though I could perceive a corps upon the 
„bier, I could not yet determine with certain- 
** ty whoſe corps it was. A dreadfu]- prefage 
* however of the fatal tidings I was fo ſoon to 


„% hear 


1 
4 

] 

; 

i 


V 


hear, that moment took. poſſeſhon of my 


mind, and I ſtood ſtill in a kind of dumb hor- 


ror, anticipating in any. own imagination 


the dreadful ſpectacle that was going to. be 
exhibited to me. While I continued fixed in 
aſtoniſhment and dreadful ſuſpence, one of the 
ſhepherds. whoſe name was Meruk, came up 
to me immediatelx, and addreſſing me with 
a look of the mot mournful ſympathy,. 


| Rhedi,” ſaid he, let thy ſoul be ſummoned 


up to meet the ſtroke of affliction, and may 
Allah whom thou ſerveſt, and who diſpenſeth- 
good and evil according to his pleaſure, ſup- 
port thy ſoul under the ſevere trials which: 


he has now prepared for thee. Thy ſon- 
is dead, and lies on yonder bier: he fell by 
the hand of robbers, fighting in defence 


of his filter's honuur ;- and thy daughter Fa- 
tima, alas! they have carried along with 
them as their prey,” 


ir On hearing theſe dreadful tidings my ſoul 


was overwhelmed with unalterable agony, 


my blood was congealed in my veins, a 
deathlike paleneſs overſpread my counte- 
nance, I reeled and fell backwards to the 


earth. That ſudden and over-powering- ſtu- 
por of the fenſes: into which I was thrown on 
the firſt. information of this ſhocking cataſtro- 
phe, like the grumbling that uſually por- 


tends and precedes the gathering ſtorm, was 
followed by a tempeſt of grief which beat 
down all the-ftruftures of my hope, and tore 
from the root all my lovelieſt flowers which 
ſprung. upon the garden of dehght—Like one 


' haſtily, awakening from a frightful dream, 
that had been preſented to the imagination, 


to a ſtill more frightful reality, I recoiled 
with horror at the firſt glimpſe of my — * 
. 5 . 
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* but when remembrance and reflexion began 
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ſpeech; I fe 


to exert their power on my tumultuous mind, 
I was rouſed at once into the moſt deſperate 
ſenſibility of the calamities which had befal- 
len me, and experienced the ſevereſt pangs 
of grief which can torture the heart of man. 
Rolling in the duſt in the agony of deſpair, 
with my hands clafped, and my eyes direct- 
ed towards heaven, Eternal and omnipotent 
Allah,” faid I, why are the bolts of thy in- 
dignation {till levelled at a reptile of the 
duſt? O! let the lightning of thy wrath flaſh 
againit this hoary head at once; put a period 
to an exiſtence which I am unable to en- 
dure.” 


Then raiſing myſelf, with the aſſiſtance of 
the ſhepherds, from the ground, { walked 
with a tottering ſtep towards the place 
where the dead body of my fon was laid 
down, When I ſaw his pale and mangled 
corpſe, the vehement paſſions which. crouded. 
into and overpowered my ſoul choaked my 

f ee upon the body, I 
hugged and preſſed it to my boſom, while 1 
ſuffered a convulſion of my whole frame, 


which, had 1t. continued a few moments 


longer, muſt have been fatal to my reaſon or 


my life. At laſt the torrent burſh forth, and 


I gave vent to the tempeſtuous emotions 
which raged in my mind, in the violent guſts 
of heart-rending grief. But why ſhould I 
dwell on a fcene the repreſentation of 'which 
muſt excite ſuch painful ſenſations in your 
feeling hearts, and the recollection of which, 
even at this diſtance of time, awakens my 
grief, 1n all its violence —And yet why 
ſhould J give myſelf up to the dominion of 
grief, upon account of the loſs of Alibeg os 
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For thou, my ſon, art happy; thou haſt paſ- 
ſed the narrow bridge; thou drinkeft of the 


waters of Zemzim ; thou art refreſhed with 


the airs of paradiſe, and enjoyeſt the ſociety 
of the faithful, | 


« While I thought of the ſituation of Fatima, 
however, familiar as I was with misfortune, 
a dreadful foreboding feized my heart, and 


ſhook my whole frame. Ah! my Fatima, 


exclaimed 1, with a ſigh, that almoſt burſt 
my heaving heart, where art thou? and 


what is thy deſtiny ? Perhaps, alas! thou 


art reſerved for a fate more dreadful than 
death; perhaps thou art at this moment ex- 
poſed to the inſults of brutality, and the aſ- 
ſaults of violence; and the recital of thy diſ- 
honour is yet wanting to fill up the cup of 


thy fathers - miſery! Merciful Allah!“ cried 


I, *grant that before theſe dreadful tidings 
reach my cars, theſe eyes, to which the 
light of the ſun is already hateful, may be 
cloſed in everlaſting darkneſs,” As I thus 
bewailed the calamities which had befallen 
me, in all the anguiſh of overwhelming 
rief, the ſhepherds, who brought me the 


body of my ſon, and. who, though deſtitute 
of that degree of courage the exertion of 


which might have ſaved my Alibeg and Fa- 
timaz ſeemed N affected with my ſevere 
afflictions, and g 

me all the conſolation which their ſympathiz- 
ing hearts could ſuggeſt; but finding me deaf 
to all their arguments and expoſtulations, 


they deſiſted for the preſent, and propoſed 


to aſſiſt me in paying the laſt duty to the bo- 
dy of Alibeg; a propoſal which I thankfully 
complied with, 9 


cc The 


attempted to adminifter ta 5 
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"i The ſhepherds having raiſed 1t to their 


ſhoulders on the bier on which it was brought, 
I directed them to carry it to the ſpot where 
the aſhes of my dear Selima were mterred ; 
I followed the ſad proceſſion with a flow and 
melancholy ſtep ; I opened the grave, which 
contained the remains of the beit and love- 
lieft of women; I placed clofe by thoſe re- 
mains the corpſe of my beloved Alibeg ; and 
| earneſtly withed that moment to be laid in 
the ſame grave, and to mingle my duſt wich 
theirs; but the with was vain: I continued, 
however gazing ſtedfaſtly on their fad re- 
liques, till the thepherds, denying any longer 
this indulgence to my grief, threw the earth 
which had been dug up on their bodies and 
covered them with theſe green ſods. Having 
periormed this mournful office, they endea- 
voured to perſuade me to leave a ſpot, which 
ſuzzeted to me ſo many melancholy ideas; 


and thinking it might tend ro ſuſpend or aſ- 


ſuage my grief, they urged me earneitly to 
go along with them ro their cottage, which 
was about two miles diſtant I continued 
deat, however, to all their intreaties and re- 
monſtrances; and they finding their ſolict- 
rations ineffectual, lett me ſwallowed. up in 


devouring miſery, intending to return to mor- 


row, and to attempt by all the means ia their 
power to alleviate thoſe calamities which 
they could not remove. 


« Of the manifold miſeries to which mortality 
is ſubjected, there are ſome of theſe too over- 
whelming to adinit of mitigation or of comfort, 
and all endeavours to mitigate them appear 
to us rather othcious and unteafonable,_ than 


friendly and agrecable. We as it were 


chooſe to brood over them undiſturbed and 
| | alone 
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alone, without participation or ſympathy. I 


ve felt myſelf in this ſituation upon the occation 
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of which 1 now ſpeak, and after the departure 
of the ſhepherds I gave myſelf up to the do- 
minion of inconfolabie grief, which I wiſhed 
to appropriate wholly as ſacred to myſelf, 
Ruminating in my own mind on my deplorable 
condition, conſidered myſelf as a ſolitary, 
forlorn, and abandoned wretch, whoſe every 
endearing connexion was broke aſunder by 
the hand of death, ſtanding alone like an old 
withered oak, ſtripped of its leaves, and ex- 
poſed to the fury of the warring elements ; 
then proſtrating myſelf upon this grave, which 
contained all that was mortal of my Selima 
and Alibeg, I gave vent to the emotions of 


OD Oo o 
my full heart, in the moit pathetic lamen- 


tations, 


«© Whilel was at one time bewailing in the 
moſt pitiable accents my own forlorn and 
deſolate condition, at another exprefling my 
moſt ardent wiſhes for a re-ynion to thoſe who 
were the objects of my tendereſt affections, 
the powers of nature were at lait exhauſted 
with the a zitation of my mind and the fatigue 
of my body, and + ſunk into a gentle ſlumber, 
which gradually overcame wy tenſes, and for 
a while lulled all my ſorrows in oblivion. 

'hile the organs of ſenſation ſuffered a tem- 
porary ſuſpenſion in their exerciſe, the moft 
glorious and delightful viſion i had ever be- 
held was exhibited to my imagination, and 
all the powers of wy foul were drowned in 
an ecſtacy of pleaſure. Raiſing my eyes from 
the ground, on which I lay, and directing 
themto the eaſt, I perceived an unuſual bright- 
neſs in that part of the hemiſphere, that ſeem- 
ed to increaſe as it approached nearer me. 
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As 1 gazed on this ſpiendid phænomenon, a 
being of mild but majeſtic dignity burit from 
the dazzling radiance Ypon my view, in a 
blaze of glory that wrapt my mird in admira- 
tion and awe, ſuſpence and aſtoniſiment. As 
he looked on me, tender compaſſion beamed 
in his eye, and unutterable benignity irradia- 
ted his countenance. From the mildnefs and 
ſerenity of his air, I knew him to be the an- 
gel of conſolation, and though | was awed 
into reverence and humility by the preſence 
of ſo ſuperior a being, 1 felt myſelf hkewiſe 
elevated by it with confidence and hope, 
Rhedi,“ ſaid he, © He that dwelleth in the 
higheſt heavens hath had pity on thy misfor- 
tunes, and hath ſent me to comfort thee un- 
der their preſſure, by difcloling to thy view. 
the rewards that are allotted to pious reſig- 
nation and perſevering virtue in the regions 
of paradiſe. Ariſe and follow me.” As he 
uttered theſe words, he touched me with a 


rod of myſterious power which held in his 


hand, when J perceived myſelf in an inftant 
ſnatched up into the air, and tranſported 
with the rapidity of Jightning through un- 
bounded tracks of æther, we arrived at an 
immenſe and delicious garden, or rather 
country, which my conductor told me was 
the abode of the faithful. 


« Tt is in vain for me to attempt to give you 
any juſt idea of the beauty of a place which 
exceeds all power of deter and even 
all that can be conceived by human ima- 
gination, and which is as much ſuperior to 
the moſt beautiful ſpot on this carth, as 


the gardens of Iſpahan are ſuperior to the 


deſerts of Arabia. In this enchanting place 
all the beauties that nature yields were ex- 


„ hibited 
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« hibited in ſuch a manner and with ſuch va- 
* riety, as to produce the moſt exquilite de- 
| light, without the leaſt ſatiety: hill and 
„ dale, rocks and mountains, woods and ri— 
« vers, fountains and caſcades, embroidered 
«© meadows, murnwring ftreams and embower- 
„ing ſhades, walks interſecting each other, 
« ſome ſtraight, ſome ſerpentine, ſome opening 
« a vaſt extent of country to the view, others 
“ dark and ſhadowy, and wandering through 
* a mazy labyrinth into a boundleſs wilderneſs; 
„all conſpired to embelliſh and to complete 
„this delightful landſcape: the trees on each 
„ hand at the ſame time, covered with bloſ- 
* ſoms and bending with fruit, exhibited the 
„ riches cf all the ſeaſons in all their pride, 
„ while the birds, chanting their melodious 
« ſongs of love on every . heightened 
the effect of theſe charming ſcenes, and 
rendered them perfe Aly enchanting. 
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© As I was gazing around me, loſt in wonder 

% and delight, on this happy place and its fair 

% inhabitants, ſome of whom, both male and 
„female, were walking promiſcuouſly in con- 

* ference together, without ſeeming to regard 

% me, others muſing on the bank of a murmur- 

« ing rivulet, and others liſtening to the falls of 

' KF catcades and the roar of daſhing torrents, I 
looked behind me, in order to aſk ſome queſ- 

« tion of my heavenly guide concerning the 
condition and character of the happy beings 

; „% whom [ſaw around me, but I perceived he 
< had vaniſhed from my fight. While my eyes 
„ ſearched on every hand in vain for my divine 
« conductor, and I was pondering in my mind 
„ the reaſon of his diſappearing ſo ſuddenly, in 
a place where his condeſcending inſtruction 
could be of ſuch uſe to me, I perceived a fe- 
| | FE. „ male 
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„ male form, of the moſt exquiſite beauty, at- 
'* tended by a lovely youth, advancing towards 
„ me, both of whom eyed me with a mixture 
< of tenderneſs and affection; but the former 
<« caſt upon me ſuch a bewitching look of 
« gentleneſs and love, as penetrated my ſoul, 
and produced emotions in my heart which 
<< were as pleaſing as they were violent. As [ 
« gazed on this divine creature with correſpond- 
„ing tenderneſs and paſſion, I inſtantly recog- 
„ nized the lineaments of my Selim's face, 
« which were, if poſſible, moulded into greater 
« ſymmetry, and fluſhed with a more vivid bloom 
« and ſpringing forward, in order to fold her 
«© in my arms, O! my lovely Selima,” cried J, 
«© am at laſt bleſſed with a ſight of the ſole 
„ charmer of my heart ?*—As I pronounced 
© theſe words I attempted-to embrace the en- 
* chanting fair-one ; but ſhe vaniſhed from 

« graſp and checking the eagerneſs I diſcover- 
ed to preſs her to my boſom, :** Attempt not,” 
<« ſaid ſhe, . my dear Rhedi, to embrace thy 
„ Selima, a privilege which thou canſt-not enjoy 
< while thou continueſt a partner to mortality, 
cc but liſten to the information and counſel which 
on the preſent occaſion I am permitted to 
« giye thee. Thou bewaileſt my death as the 
% greateſt calamity that could have befallen 
„ me; but thou didſt not know that if I had 
% lived a few hours longer I ſhould have been 
<« ſubjeted to a. calamity far more dreadful 
than death, by ſuffering diſhonour from the 
„ ſame ruſhans who carried off thy daughter, 
6 The death of thy ſon was another terrible 
% ſhock to thy.tender and parental heart, and 
thou regardeft his fate as moſt deplorable and 
* premature; but if thy limited faculties 
could have enabled thee to foreſee that 
| e «ſon 
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« ſon, whoſe fate thou didſt conſider as untime- 
% ly, would in the courſe of his deſtiny have 
* been caſt upon the world, and expoſed to 
„ temptations and vice, which, virtuous as he 
« was, his own fortitude would not have ena- 
* bled him to reſiſt, inſtead of arraigning the 
* juſtice. and goodneſs of Providence, in per- 
„ mitting him to be cut off, a-raſhneſs of con- 
duct into which by thy ſhort-fighted under. 
* ſtanding thou waſt in ſome degree betrayed, 
& thou woldſt have owned the rectitude of the 
« divine diſpenſations, and acknowledged the 
„ mercy of the ſtroke which preſerved him 
«© from guilt, Let the conſideration, there- 
“ fore, of the eſcape which by my death 1 
„ made from difſhonour, and of the eſcape 
« which thy ſon, whom thou ſeeſt here with 
„ me in khis happy ſtate, hath by his death 


-« made from vice, pointing to the dear youth, 
„% whom ſhe held by the hand, reconcile thee 


to thoſe diſpenſations which thou ſo lately, 
though unknowingly, deemedſt to be fevere: 


cc and let this important truth be engraven on 
c the tablets of thy heart, that all the diſ- 


*6:Þ 


enſations of Providence, however calami- 


e tous many of them may appear to the indivi- 
<< duals who ſuffer, are regulated by unerrin 

« wiſdom and 'boundleſs benignity, and aſi 
« if ſuitably improved, terminate either in the 
«© temporal or eternal happineſs of thoſe who 
„are the objects of them, With regard to thy 
% daughter Fatima, whoſe ſituation has juſtly 
% excited in thy heart the moſt anxious ſolici- 
'< tude and the moſt alarming fears, let it ſuf- 
4 fice thee to know that ſhe is ſtill alive, and 
% that ſhe has been reſcued by a ſignal inter- 
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fition of Providence from the evil which 
hou dreadedſt hadſt befallen her. The far- 
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ther particulars of her fate I am not per- 
mitted at preſent to reveal: this intimation 


only I am allowed to give thee, that to-mor- 


row, about noon, thou wilt meet ſeveral _ 


perſons at the fountain near thy cell, one 


of whom comes to prefer a requeſt to thee, 
with which thy affectionate Selima begs thee 
to comply. Adieu, my Rhedi, make it thy 
ſtudy to perſevere in the path of virtue, and 


we thall be joined in theſe happy regions 
in everlaſting union.” Juſt as the had pro- 
nounced theſe words, 1 made a ſecond at- 


tempt to embrace her; but ſhe eſcaped as 


formerly from my graſp, and the effort which 


I made awakened me from my dream. 

* The impreſſion which this delightful phan- 
tom made upon my imagination was ſo vi- 
vid, that for ſome time I could not determine 
whether I Was aſleep or awake, or whether 
the appearance that had been exhibited to me 
was real or imaginery; my ſenſes ſtill con- 
tinaed wrapt in the moſt pleaſing and en- 
chanting delirium I had ever experienced; 
and reſigning myſelf under the influence of 
this dehrivum to the power of imagination, 
which Was {till predominant over my reaſon, - 
O my beloved Selima ! ” exclaimed I, thou 
long Joſt and long :deplored charmer of my 
ſoul, haſt thou, after 15 many years ſeperati- 
on, condeſcended-to viſit thy affectionate and 


conſtant Rhedi ? Or am J only the dupe of 


— 


my own ſenſes? And is the appearance of 


my Selima and Alibeg only the deluſion of a 
troubled imagination, which miſtakes  ſha- 


dows for realities?” Then looking around 
me, and perceiving that IJ had never ſtirred a 
foot from the ſpot mo the ſhepherds had left 

| 2 | . mes 
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« me, Alas!“ ſaid J, “how have I been de- 
* .ceived by the chimeras of a love- ſick brain ? 
« But a few moments ago I fancied mylelf in 
« paradiſe, and I was bleſſed with a fight of 
© "my Selima and Alibeg ; —and now I preſs 
their dead bodies in this grave. I was lulled 
“jn a delicious dream, and now I awake to 
„ diſcover the illuſion, and to bemoan my cruel 
% diſappointment. A dream did I ſay? No, 
* the impreſſion was too vivid for a dream; it 
* was doubtleſs a viſion, which Selima, herſelf, 
« my beloved Selima, was permitted to exhibit 
to my imagination, on purpoſe to ſooth and 
«© comfort my troubled mind: —and I alread 
* feel its happy effect, in reſtoring tranquillity 
to my ſoul, and in diffuſing over it that inef- 
< fable joy that ariſes from the hope of a re- 
<< union, which will conſummate its felicity. I 
will therefore indulge this hope, and pati- 
«ently wait for its accompliſhment.—But didſt 
< thou not, my lovely fair-one, tell me that m 
« dear Fatima was yet alive, and had eſcaped 
«© difſhonour, though it ſeems thou waſt not 
< permitted to acquaint me of the particulars of 
2 Ker fate, or explicitly to inform me whether 
*. or not I ſhould yet be bleſſed with a fight of 
% her. Without attempting to pry into the ſe- 
« 'crets of futurity, which are wrapped by Pro- 
% yidence in darkneſs impenetrable to mortal 
eye, I will be thankful for the intimation al- 
„ready vouchſafed me, and I will believe it as 
« the dictates of an oracle. I will not yet deſ- 
© pair of ſeeing my Fatima, though I know not 
4 what means I may obtain this happineſs, 
and am confident that we ſhall all meet and 
“ rejoice together through endleſs ages in the 
© manſions of immortality.” - EI ; 
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« 'The more I reflected on the aſtoniſhing and 
% delightful ſcenes that had been exhibited to 
« my imagination, whether in a dream or in a 
viſton, I was the more convinced that there 
« was ſomething myſterious or ſupernatural in 
„ the manner of their repreſentation ;; and I 
„ flattered myſe}f that the intimation I had re- 
©, ceived'in my fl:ep portended my ſpeedy en- 
joyment of thoſe: ſcenes,. and of that ſociety 
**, which E ſa: eagerly. panted after, While I 
conſidered this dream or viſion as expreſſive 
« of and preſaging my future felicity, every 
© gloomy thought was diſſipated at once; my 
„ mind became penſive indeed, but ſerene, 
« tranquil, and cheerful, intenſely animated 
« bythe ardor of hope, and gently. devoted by 
* the ſublime raptures of rational devotion, - © 

© The. ſhepherds having come next day ag” 
„they Jatended, to the place where they had 
left me, in order to offer me all the ſympathy 
«. and conſola tion in their power, were aſtoniſn- 
« ed ati che alteration they pereeived in my tem- 
per and diſpoſition, of which I explained to 
© them the cauſe. On hearing this related, 
* their aſtoniſhment was increaſed, ; and they 
« earneſtly. concurred with ine in aſcribing 
<<. praiſe to Allah, for the wonderful change 
ee nf ona en nlp 
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As the time however of the appearance of 
«. the gueſts foretold by Selima was drawing 
near, I went to the appointed place, and 
« ſitting down by the fide of the fountain, I 
« watched their approach with a ſuſpence and 
«6. exgerneſs proportioned to the importance of” 
* the. tidings I expected to hear. | 58 


EDT F z The 


126: ru nu EM 1 


The leaves of the trees began to whiſtle, 
* I liſtened to the ſound with ftill attention, 
% and | looked earneſtly througs. the openings 
of the wood for the expected ſtrangers; but 
in vain 3 the wind had deceived me, and I 
began to fear a diſappointment. At laſt, I 
heard the noiſe of camels at a diſtance ; my 
„ heart throbbed with expeQation: I looked 
U intenfely through a long avenue of the \wood 

and diſcovered feveral perſons riding on 
*« camels, and as they approached nearer me, I 
« obſerved one of them leading a camel in his 
„ hand, without a rider or a burden, In this 
company I clearly diſcovered two men and 
„three women, who appeared to be well 
dreſſed, riding before, together with a re- 
«© tinue of four ſervants who followed them. 
«© Surprized at ſeeing ſo many well dreſſed per- 
« ſons coming to viſt ſo ſolitary a _ and 
ce ſtill ignorant of their real errand, I advanced 
c in order to meet and welcome them to my cell. 
„ As I went forward, I obſerved one of the 
ladies haftily- alighting from the camel on 
% which ſhe rode, and running as faſt as ſhe 
« was able to meet me, and in an inftant I found 
« Fatima in my arms. Tranſported with fur- 
, priſe and joy, while I cloſely preſſed her to 
„ my boſom, O my dear Fatima,” cried J, 

er ſo many dangers and fatigues art thou 
* once more reſtored to the arms of thy diſcon- 
*© ſolare father. Praiſe be to Allah, who, 
% though he has cut afunder the thread of my 
„ Alibeg's life, hath preſerved thee to fuſtain 
my drooping ſoul under the eas mark my 

affliction and the decline af life ? At this at- 
«© feting interview, the tears of joy triekled 
% down both our cheeks; and we continued 
« fome time locked in each other's arms, dif- 
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ſolved in mutual raptures of parental and filial 


tenderneſs. My ſoul was ſo entirely ingroſ- 
* ſed by the emotions of paternal affeQion that 


1 for a while my eye did not take cognizance 
. <C 


of the perſons, who had accompanied Fatima 
in her journey. Looking around me, at laſt, 


* upon one after another, I obſerved them all 
affected with the interview they had witneſſ- 
ed; while one of the youths by his humid 


eye, and a certain look of mingled compla- 


a heart-felt . intereſt in the pathetic. ſcene 
which had been exhibited to his view. Re- 


collecting myſelf therefore a little, and addreſ-_ 


ſing myſelf to them altogether; Pardon,” ſaid 
I; , illuſtrious ſtrangers, my having failed in 
that reſpeR and attention which-was due to 
perſons of ydur noble appearance, x failure 
that was owing. to the ſurpriſe and joy 1 felt 
on the unexpected recovery of my daughter. 
May I preſume to aſk to whom I am indebted 
for ſo great a favour, and for the honour done 


me beef this ſolitude,” Fatima, con- 


fulting the delicacy of her benefactors, and 


- defirous to prevent thre bluſh which is apt to 
ariſe in the cheek of modeſt worth when it 
is obliged to publiſh: its own actions, thought 
it proper to interpoſe at this juncture by ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to me. The perſons, ſaid 
ſhe, who have accompanied me to this place, 


and to whom I probably owe my life or at 
any rate what is certainly much more valuable 
than life, my honour, are Sefi Ali Khan and 
Gamel Beg his brother, and I ſhould be in- 
excuſably ungrateful, if I had not the deepeſt 
ſenſe of the ps er I am under to their 
our, | 
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After the deplorable death of my dear bro- * . 


- honour, © that they were forcmg me alon 


ther, an event which will never be erazed 
from my heart, I was dragged away by the 
robbers who had feized me, and had no proſ- 
pect before me but diſhonour and death. 
While they dragged me along with them I 


pierced the air with my eries, which, happi- 
ly for me, reached the ears and penetrated 


the hearts of theſe generous youths whom 


. you ſee before you, who, -atarmed by the: 


cries which they heard as they paſſed that 
Way, rode up haſtily in order to learn their 
cauſe. Tranſported with the hopes of deli- 


verance, unequal as they were in number to 


their agtagoniſts. I repreſemted my unhappy 
condition to them with all the eloquence of 


heart - felt diſtreſs: I told them, that the ruth- 


ans in : whoſe cuſtody I was, had murdered” 


my brother ßighting in defence of his ſiſter's 
with them into captivity, and that they in- 
tended to ſubject me to a fate more dreadful 


than death, by expoſing me to injury and diſ- 
honour. I his repreſentation produced the 


deſired effect on the minds of theſe generous 
youths, who called on the robbers to releaſe 


- me immediately threatning them with inſtant 


death in caſe of a refuſal, Theſe wretches 
however, ſteeled againſt every emotion of 
ſympathy, and probably incenſed at the ine- 
nacing language of my protectors, retaliated 


their threats and put themſelves in a poſture 
of defence. But the valiant youths whom 
you ſee before you, ſtimulateid by that indig- 


nation and ardor, which flaſh in heroic minds 


againſt the aſſailants of innocence, wielded 


their ſwords with ſuch efficacy, that they 
laid ſour of the villains who oppoſed them 
Th: . dead 
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Þ have wiſhed for, - and w 
© ladies who have condeſcended to accompany 


me hither, have honoured me with their eſ- 
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« dead at their feet, the remaining two 2 


betaken themſelves to flight. After this ſigna 


deliverance, which challenges my moſt fer- 


vent gratitude, I was conducted by my protec- 
tors to the houſe of Seh Ali Khan, who is Lage 
of Shirwan, where I have been treated wit 


all' the delicacy and cls which I could 


ere theſe amiable 


teem and friendſhip ever ſince I came to 


„ Onhearing this account of her deliverance 
from: Fatima, I looked on the two noble 


youths with an air of reſpectful and fervent 


gratitude. mixed with admiration ; and told 


them it was-impoſſible 1- ſhould ever have it 
the ſenſe I, had of the great obligations con- 
ferred upon me, but that no length of time 


in my power to. demonſtrate by my actions, 


would ever obliterate from my mind the deep 


i impreſſions made on it by their generoſity: and 


bravery ; and that I begged of them in the 


mean time to accept of my moſt ardent grati- 
tude and of my earneſt prayers for their hap- 


pineſs, as the only return I. had in my pow- 


er to make for their gallant behaviour? Sefi 
Ali Khan, who was the 2 that appear- 
ed to be moſt deeply affected by the inter- 


view between Fatima and me, having ad- 
vanced to ſalute me with a mein that indi- 


cated ſuch, reſpect as I could not think my- 


ſelf entitled to, accompanied with a certain 


- amiable baſhfulneſs, heſitation, and embarraſ- 


ment, of which as yet I knew not the cauſe, 
| Rhed1.” ſaid he; neither you nor your daugh- 


ter are under any obligations to us for the 


« deliverance - 
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deliverance you refer to; ve are ſufficient- 
ly happy in being the inſtruments of reſcuing, 
fo much worth and beauty from the rude a 
faults of violence; if however,” added he 
with a tremulous voice and dowr-caft eye, 
while the native bluſh of modefty glowed on 
his cheek, you are good enough to think 


me 1 a reward, it is in the power of 


Rhedi to beſtow one that will make me the 
happieſt of mortals,” If“ anſwered I, the 
requeſt be in my _ to grant, name. it 
only, and you ſhall at once obtain the ac- 
compliſhment of your wiſhes.” © [The re- 
queſt,” replied he with an ardour that ſpark- 
led in his eyes, that I would now prefer is 


for your conſent to an union with the love- 


ly Fatima, ia whom all my wiſhes center, 


O my Selima, 


eried J, is this the requeſt 


and in whom my felicity would be complete.” 


which in the viſion of thee I was bleſſed 


with, thou toldeſt me would be preferred 
to me, and with which thou exhortedit me 
to comply? I refpe@ thy fupernatural admo- 
nition and chearfully obey thy defire.” Then 
throwing my arms round the neck of the illuſ- 


trious youth, My dear Sef,” ſaid I, if 


my conſent only bewanting to conſummate thy 
felicity, thy wiſhes are gratified, provided 
thou -obtaineſt the conſent of Fatima herſelf.” 
Then addreſſing myſelf to Fatima, wheſe 
face was coloured with crimſon, ©* What 


ſays my. daughter to the propoſal that has 


been made! Does ſhe readily concur with: 
the earneſt and unlimited deſires, of Sefi and 
of Rhedi?” „Though I know,” ſaid Fatima, 
the reſpe& which is due to the authority of 
ſo indulgent a parent, who is pleaſed ſo con- 
deſcendingly to conſult the choice of his 

| « daughter 
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* daughter in a matter of fuch importance to 
„her happineſs, and though I feel the moſt 
* exquiſite: joy in being.reſtored to your arms, 
yet the recent death of my brother, who fell 
in defence of his ſiſter's honour, hath left 
« ſuch impreſſion on my heart, that at preſent it 
« cannot admit of the blandiſkments of love. I 
can only ſay that I have a proper ſenſe of the 
« merits of Sefi Ali Khan and of the diſtinction 
* he has ſhewn me, and ſhall always retain the 
« moſt. grateful, ſentiments of my. deliverance 
“ from the robbers, who: attempted violently: 
to carry me away, effected by his and his 
* brother's. proweſs. It is not impoſſible but F 
* may ſome time give Seff a convincing proof 
« of my attachment as well as gratitude b 
* concurring with thoſe wiſties which both you 
e and he have expreſſed, and to which I will 
* acknowledge I find no reluctance in my own 
heart. But I beg, my dear father, conti- 
„ nued ſhe, that neither you nor Seff Ali Khan 
will urge this point further at preſent, as my 
* heart is too much agitated by the extremes of 
9 joy and grief to liiten to the ſolicitations of 
ove with thoſe mutual ſentiments of affection 
and tenderneſs which can alone render the 
intercourſe of lovers endearing and agree- 
© able.” I told her, that I not only allowed, 
© but approved of her reaſons for deferring for 
* ſome- time the thoughts of a connection, to 
entertain which as they ought to be, required 
«a mind tranquil, cheerful, and unembarraſſed x 
© by other cares; but that I hoped ſhe would = 
« in proper time give that encouragement to 
4 the ſuit. of a. noble youth, to Which his own 
«© merit ſeemed ſo well to entitle him, and 
«- which the obligations that both ſhe and I lay 
og 1 e 
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* under to him, gave him additional reaſon to 


„ 


* * Sefi Ali Khan, afraid perhaps that the de- 
% licacy,of Fatima might be hurt by puſhing 
«© the matter too far, thought proper to inter- 
« poſe, by affuring us that he exempted us 
[07 all obligations to him upon the ſcore of 
% gratitude, as he had done nothing more for 
*« her, than he would have done for any young 
% lady-placed in the ſame circumftances. He 
« ſaid, he wiſhed to be indebted to her love, 
not to her gratitude, for the preference he 
« ſolicited; then addreſſing hinfelf to Fatima, 
„ whoſe hand he gently ſeized and preſſed to 
his heart, am tranſported with joy, my 
dear Fatima,” ſaid he, at the encourage, 
ment you have given me to hope for « return 
eto a paſſion as pure, ardent, and unalterable 
* as was ever lighted up in the human breaſt, 
In the mean time I will at preſent deſiſt from 
my ſuit, which the ſtate of your mind and 
other circumſtances may juſt now render un- 
ſeaſonable, in hopes of your liſtening to my 
*© ſollicitat:ons at a more convenient time, only 
„ begging your permiſſion, with the appro- 
** bation of your father, to viſit you now and 
then in this ſolitude, where all my treaſure 
is contained.” T3 ES TINS 
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Fatima told him that as her father approved 
“of his propoſals, his viſits would always be 
„ agreeable to her; and J aſſured him of 
„his meeting with a welcome reception at 
«« my hermitage, I then deſired Fatima to ſet 
«© before our gueſts ſuch proviſions as were to 
« be found in our cell, which ſhe did with a 
*.frankneſs and grace that pleaſed ON OS 
| . 6 an 


« and —— Sefi Al, * ho ſrewed 


„ to be enchanted witk her er whole behaviour. 
«© As we ſat down to ent, the remembrance of 
wo a ſon. whom I had, forluely loft, and who 
= ed'to participate With! our "firm le re- 
3 haſt” erouded upon my "fol and ſwelled: 
throbbing heart. I 905 ede my 23075 af, 
& feed in the ſame le, epi the big 
* drops ſtarted from her eye 'and-trickled down 
«© her cheek; both Gäamul Bes "and his two ſiſ- 
« ters ap peared to ſy mp 10055 with our grief; 
« but Sefi Ali Khan reren into it with a feel- 
« ing peculiar to hiinſelf, - and catching. the - 
c contagion of ſorrow from Als 55 of Fatima, 
4% by whom he had 7 5 Triforuic d of the merit 
« of Alibeg he Annen yp 5 25 death as if he 
«© had been his own br "The ſtrong ſym- 
«© pathy diſcoyered by Jeff 7 particular, contri- 
e buted to ſooth and to Aflwag e my grief, and 
ee pleaſed me the more, as T confiderda it as an 
indication k of the humagity of his diſpoſition 
cc and of the tenderfeſs of his heart, which a- 
8 greeably flattered*mE with the hopes of his 
-proving a kind dtd affe dionate huſband to my 
„daughter. Fatimalobſerved his emotion and 
4 perceived with pleal re, that from this ſpe- 
co eimen of his difpoſitio he ſeemed gradually 
« to gain her aff ions and to 22 in ner 
m_ eſteem. | 
» OY} SY en £f1 3111 10 \ 44500 
« In order to comfort de my | indie Wy 
c myſelf, I related-tothem the wonderful cir- 
be cumſtances chat had been exhibited to me in 
„ A dream or à viſion, which ſeemed to aſtoniſh 
veutheni all exceedingly," and eſpeciall Fatima 
«©: whoſe attention hung upon my fie and 
« while we contemplated the happy ſtate of 
5c Selima and e our Souls were at once 
compoled 
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compoſed itits refignation and glowed with | 

the raptures of fubl tme devotion. SS 
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755 had ſhared in the moderate 
h id been, prepared for them, Sefi 
Khan, his, brother and ſiſters, took their 


. 


* 


ee 
abode, which was about a day's journey from 


my cell. Sefi vil ted gat leaſt once every week 
for ſeveral months, and continued upon a 


farther. acquaintance to improve in mine as 


'y { TY 4 


well as my -daughter's eſteem; and Fatima 


having acknowledged her attachment to him, 


at laſt agreed to reward his merit, by giving 
5 Kg had already done her 


* * 


1 


joy at the ingenĩous declaration which Fatima 


made of an affection for him, that had indeed 
taken place in her heart much ſooner. than ſhe- 


herſelf imagined a che, copſeng re had given 
to that union he had ſo long ſolicited' ſaid, 
There was no eireumſtance wanting to render 
his happinefs complete but one, and that was 
my agreeing to ſpend the remainder of my 
days with my daughter; and him at Shirwan,. 


where the duties of his, office as Cadi of [that 


place neceſſarily obliged. him to reſide.” My 
daughter earneſtly joined with Sefi Ali Khan 
in this requeſt, and both of them having repre- 
ſented to me that the cell in which Lhadlived' 


fo. many years, and which had been the ſcene 


of the moſt exquiſite happineſs and miſery l 
had ever experienced, could, after the death 


of my wife and ſon and the departure of my 


daughter, ſuggeſt nothing; but ; melancholy 
ideas, by exhibiting to my view the objects 
that were calculated to open up the fountain 


of my grief a-freſh, and recal to my remem- 
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brance pleaſures that could never return, they 


urged me to leave a place that ſerved only to 
renew the remembrance of my calamities, 
and to paſs the remaining part of my life with 
them, which, they ſaid, they hoped would 
be moſt conducive to my. tranquillity and 
comfort, 


« After thanking them for their kmd invitati- 
on, I told them, that though all my earthly 
felicity centered in them, who were now the 


only objects of my tender and, paternal affec- 


tions, yet there was in this place, melancho» 
1 and deſolate as it muſt now appear to me, 
0 


me ſecret. but myſterieus and powerful 


been, and to recall to my penſiye mind plea- 
ſures which could never return, yet the 
very recollections of thoſe pleaſures, which I 


ſpired me with a certain ſublime but plevting 
Il 


< melancholy, which I would not forego for a 


the enjoyments which the ſons of ayarice, 
ſenſuality, or ambition can hope to obtain.” 


46 Urge me not therefore, my dear children, 
g 


ſaid I, © to leave a place to which I am at- 


' tached by numberleſs and irreſiftible ties. I 
« will however often viſit you, and hope to be 


often vifited by you. Your endearing fociety 
will, chear my lonely retreat, and enable me 
to paſs the èyening of my life in ſerene tran- 
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charm, which irreſiſtibly attached me to it: 
and though all the objects around me could 
only ſerve to remind me of what had once 


enjoyed with my beloved Selima, in this once 
| 4dightfal, now, alas mournful retreat, in- 


quillity. But this. ſpotſhall be che fixed place of 


my abode. Here I have lived many years; and 


' ſome of them in a ſtate of exquiſite happineſs 
as ever Was allotted to humanity ; 


. 


Land here 


* J will 


| 


rn 


„J. will die. I long for the happy moment 

„ which mall mingle my aſhes with thoſe of 
« Sellma, and which ſhall indiſſolubly reunite. 
< us together in the manſions of the bleſſed.” 
« Finding me determined in the choice of my 
& plan of life, they deſiſted from uſing any fur- 
ther arguments in order to prevail with me to 
& alter it. f 5 


In a little'after we all ſet out together for 
« Shirwan, where Sefi Ali. Khan was married 
& to my dau n by the Iman of the place, 
„ and having ſpent a few weeks with them at 
„ Shirwan, - 1 Fecüszed : 4 Ir to this ſolitary 
« but peaceful“ retreat, where J intend to pals 
e the remaining part of my life in the exerciſes. 
« of piety, and virtue, in the quiet contemplati- 
« on of the Vicifſitude of mortality, and in 
preparing my ſoul for the felicity of para- 

« Sefi Ali Khan and my daughter have now 
« lived abou} twelve years in a reciprocal in- 
*« tercourſe of the moſt endearing affeQion and: 
«* friendſhip, and l have been treated by them 
« with all that attention and filial reverence 
« which à parent could with for. My comfort 
« likewiſe hath been greatly increaſed by ſee- 
« ing a family of | promiſing? Children which 
Fatima hath born to Sefi, riſing around me, 
% like thriving plants in a well-cultivated gar- 
denz and it hath been a great part of my 
* employment to aſſiſt the pious cares of the 
parents in informing their minds ta the love 
„ and exerciſe of virtue, in which our united 
& labours have hitherto been attended with all 1 
* the ſucceſs we could expect. Ihough I feel 
4 peculiar. ſatisfaction in the diſcharge of 
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the duties of this office, which I conſider as 
beer wee upon me, and which 
execute with à watchful; tender, and plea- 
ſing aſſiduity; and though I have freqently 
the bappineſs of ſeeing my dear Fatima and 
her huſband; both here and at Shirwan, and 


enjoy the comforts of i the: moſt agreeable do- 
* meſtic ſociety in their company, yet my ſoul 
is wedded to this ſolitude, where every ob- 
jet around me recalls to my remembrance 


the image of the dear deceaſed, and the . 4 
pinefs I-once enjoyed in their endearing ſo- 
ciety. Kis ö a | a ; * 3 BIB 09-7 


cr Sert: SJE: * 


«While I fit on this grave where their mortal 


tenements are depoſited, and water their 


aſhes with my tears, while J think of the 


mournful vieiſſitudes of human life in general, 
and of thoſe in particular which I myſelf 
have been doomed to experience, I feel a cer- 


tain penſive and ſublime ' melancholy taking 
place in my mind; which 2 to muſe on 


thoſe, mournful fubjects as moſt congenial to 


the diſpoſition that ſuggeſts them, and my- 
ſoul carryin gits views beyond this ſcenep of 


perpetual mutation anticipates the hHopel and 
pants for the fruition of the joys of immor- 
tality. > OUT 


„ Such, Amur, is the hiſtory of my life; let 
thy ſoul drink inſtruction from the leſſon it 
contains, as the tender flowers drinking the 
dews of radars which adorn them with the 
colours of beauty, beſtow on t their gloſ- 
ſy enamel, and Aale ele aan ns = 
that regale our ſenſes with their fragrance. 
Let. this important truth be engraved on the 
tablets of thy heart, that affliction of one kind 
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or another is the lot of man; but that thoſe 


«< who ſubmit to the irremediable evils of life 


with patience and reſignation; or overcome 


t them by the exertion. of ſuperior. fortitude, 
« are the only perfons who-reap real advantage 
« from the afflictions to whieh they are fubjeRed. 


„ Remember that man is a ſojourner upon earth, 


« a traveller towards paradiſe; his native home; 
% and that the joys and forrows of mortality, 
« vrhen put in competition with that ſtate of end- 

4c leſs happineſs or miſery which ſhall ſucceed' 
< the preſent, is as the drop of the bucket, 
cc compared with the river Ganges, which rolls 
<« its majeſtic courſe through the plains of In- 
r doſtan, or the ſcanty rill that refreſhes ſome 

«</ yerdant meadow, compared with the immenſe 
„% acean- that fixes the boundaries of \kingdoms 
« and-incircles the habitable world,” 


N As he ſh poke the angel of inſtruction impreffed 


_ ©. the: truths he delivered on the minds of his 


% oueſts. Rhedi returned to his cell in peace, 
« and Amur, Almerine, and Mouli, with 
minds compoſed into reſignation and tran- 
4 quillity, tock their way through the wilder- 


1 50 
1 


« neſs of Ararat. 


* . , is 
s 4s YL . # Pr Y ” , ? 
” 1 þ ” b : „ 1 4 0 A , 
ws  # +} S $4 1 5 4 1 
- * N hy 
- * i - 4 3s 
1 14 4 2 
* . NU 
. . : n 
1 7 . 1 1 1 4 N 4 8 
* 19 * , ” $ ” 
% ts e eien ae 
A 9 - * * 7 


13 
r * * * * * 
242 2 2 1 f f * 
: 11 221 114 . , 4 
3 
ES 1 T4 4 
- I 


0 4 nn 


Tus SORROWS OF WERTER, Sen- 
timental Novel, in a ſeries of Letters, tranſ- 
lated from the German of Mr. GogTus, 


Tede cali convexa tueri © © 


| 75 After having had the Honour of a Queen 
(of France) among the Number of his Tranfla-' 
tors, it would be Preſumption to offer to the 

Public any Encomium on the Author of The 
SORROWS of WERTER. The Publiſher will 
only obſerve, that it has already been tranſlated 
into the principal Languages of Europe, and 
received the Approbation of every Reader of 
Taſte and Sentiment. 


Price 25. 8d h. bound. 
A 1 „ | 
8 g II | 1 . note l 
. ; : 


HARCOURT, a Sentimental Novel; in 
Series of Letters, by the Author of. Evz Lyn a, 


. Hejeſls at Stars that never felt a Wound,” 
8 ff.... ĩͤ 
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Rev. CHRIST. Burs on, Chaplain to the Right 


racters, the Author of this Work 
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BOOKS lately Publi/hed by C. Jackſon; 
LOVE AND MADNESS, a Story too 
true, in a Sertes of Letters, between Parties 


whoſe Names would perhaps be mentioned, 
were they leſs known, or leſs lamented. 


2 An elegant and admired Poem, by the 


Hen. the Lord CHAN CELTOR, is introduced 
in this Work, which, independent of the very 
Intereſting Correſpondence of Mr. Hackman 
and Miſs Ray, contains many Particulars which: 
are extremely curious, and not to be met with 
in any other. Publication, particularly, Lines 
Written by the unfortunate and celebrated Cap- 
tain L. previous to his Deb. 

HE Ge oo ou. 6. . 3 „„ 
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Dedicated to Lany, MILLER, of BArn- 
EasToON, (ENGLAND) 
Tue TUTOR OF TRUTH, or the 
Hiſtory of Col. CARLISLE and Miſs DE. 
GREY, a Novel, in a Series of Letters. 
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In ithe rotgurgusDefiogation of Cha- 

ands unri- 

valled by any modern Noveliſt: Of this Talent 

the Reader will. find many agreeable Specimens. 
in the Tutor of Truth, 

WELLS at V. JULIA. 
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BOOKS lately Publi/lud 'by C::Fackſon. 


JULIA STANLEY, a Novel; in 4 
Series of Letters. This is an elegant Work, 
exhibiting fine Pictures of Human Nature: It is 
by far the moſt Inſtructive and Entertaining of 
any we have lately met with, and we warmly 
prin rag it to the Peruſal of our fair Rea- 
ders” +... IU: Co ene He: I. 
| London Reviewers, 
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VI. 
OWEN OF CARRON, a Poem, 


by Doctor LanGnorne. 5 


Price 18. 1d. 
F 
VI. 

K 1 8 £3 


i -Meros Amores, 
de quid ſuavius elegantiuſoe eff, 


CATULLUS. 


Tax Baſia of Secundus, the elegant, har- 
monious, voluptuous Secundus, the pureſt and 
moſt claſſical of all modern Latin Poets, are a 
ſmall ColleQion of amorous Odes, little known 
to the generality of Readers, Nothing can be 
more tender, more delicate. Italy itſelf,” the 
geniality of Tuſcan Air, and Campanian' Skies, 
never produced a ſofter Enthuſiaſm, a finer Fan 
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poſſeſſed his hole Soul. 


cy. His Baſia are a. Hoard of Sweetneſs, 

Blaze of Beauty. He wrote up to Nature; ſhe 
Rarely are the Lo- 
vers l ir ature preſented with ſuch a Treat 
as the Peruſal of this delightful and elegant 


Work. 


[Monthly Review, Vol, 1iii, 1775. 


Price 35. 3d. bound, 2s. Bd h. in boards, 


KISSES, being an Engliſh Tranſlation, in 
Verſe, of the Baſia, of Joannes Secundus Ni- 
colaius, of the Hague; accompanied with the 
Original Latin Text. 


To which are Prefixed. 


Ax ESS AV on the Life and 1 Þ If 
Secundus, a new Edition, enriched with an 


26, aa Likeneſs of Secundus — a ati 


corellius. 


Mollia, Pegafides, weftro date ks Poet : 
Non faciet capiti dura corono meo, | 
PRO Y EAT. 


To this EpITI on is added the following 


PIECES. 
[Latin, Italian, and French] 


Fragmentum ad Lydiam, Amore Fugiti vp. 
altributed to C. Gallus. .| D'un Bacio, | 

In Leſbiam. Au the admired Homme 

Bonefanii Rafium 16. Au e, by. A. 

Vaneris Luſus. | Dora 


N. B. Be careful to aſł for the New Edition of 


the KISSES, (with the Portrait of SECUNDUS) 


Py for- C. ACES/O'N, 
; vm. A MIL- 
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.demy, Little Chelſea, Captain Gs oRGESMITR, 


prides himſelf in being a Free Citizen, think it 


B OO K dately\ Publi/ied il 
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A MEEITARY DICTIONARY 
and deſcribing, the Technical T. 
and Machines, uſed in the Science 
with an Introduction to Fortification. Co 
from the beſt Writers on Military Affairs, 
Puyſequar, Folard, M. Santa Cruz, Feuquierres, 
Turpin, M. De Saxe, Deſaguliers, Turenne, Vau- 
ban, £9c Cc. c. — The Military Treatiſes of 
I. EwISs Lock, Maſter of the Military Aca- 


Inſpector of the Royal Military Academy at 
Moolævich, and T. SiuESs, Author of the Mili 
tary Guide, &c &c, and Governor of the Hi- 
bernian Society for the Orphans and Children 
of Soldiers. Containing every Particular of Mi- 
litary Knowledge effential to a practical Uſe of 
Arms, anck effective Service. 


«© As it is the eſſential 1 of a Free 
Government to depend on no other Soldiery but 
its own Citizens for its Defence, ſo in all ſuch 
Free Governments, every Freeman, and every 
Freeeholder, ſhould be a Soldier: A Freehold-. 
er, that is no Soldier, does as much as in him 
lies, that he ſhould be no longer free ; for, if 
the ſame Spirit was to become general, there 
would be no Soldiery within the Government; 
and, .it muſt either ceaſe to be defended and ſe: 
cure in its Freedom, and ſeek its Defence in foe 
reign Aſſiſtance, and ſo be no longer indepen- 
dent. Every Man, therefore, that wiſhes to 
ſecure his own Freedom, and thinks it his Duty 
to defend that of his Country, ſhould, as he 


his trueſt Honour to be a Soldier-Citizen. In 
ſuch Governments, compoſed of ſuch Men, 


ſlaves 


- 


ely Publi/tled by C. Fackſen. 


Aliens, are forbid the Uſe of 
is the Right, Priviledge, and 
of a Free Citizen to bear Arms in 
| his Country,” 
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